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prudent and. —— man can enter- | 


of extraerdillary be. 
ed tothe beſt: meb of 
_nndmmonſly 
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ve) Wath "pam id 
to. pi the humble bis way; and fhew bis cove- 
nant. #0 thew. that fear -bim., bor! owy to-ferſake 
themt-which bave nat frſt forſakeir him. Having 
therefore 'reaſon and religion to-afſure_me , that 
ell anderftanding and ſober." men , if they could 
once ſee. the. form” of Chutch-government , with 
the' Liturgies and. Kites fed by: thoſe Primitive 
Churches , demonſtrated by undeniable teftinronies 
of” pure antiquity, would-eaſtly be induced to em- 
brace them ſo far as they ſboxld appear to be con- 
wvenient for Chriſtian unity and 'edification, in the 
preſent circumſtances of time, place, and perſons, 
( whereof. not prixiate men, but the Governours 
Civihand Eccleſtaftical are-the onely Fudges on 
earth ): I made -what inquiry I' could,” if any 
beok were extant in the Engliſh tongue contaien 
« brief, full, and lain demonſtration of 
the 'ſaid' Eccleſiaſtical things, which might be 
bad at a cheep rate, ſoon read over ,. and eafily 
underftood by all- men of indifferent capacity , 

whereby the Rar 21 of thoſe iy might be 
. the more divulged : But; after diligent inquiry, 
; ſending none , 7 reſolved. ( being the work, was 
ys the limits of my wocation., and in reading 
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bri hand play T ont, And this was 
> ng of ie ſmall Treatiſe which, being 
ended in convenient time, was offered to. worthy 
men- of excellent indownents t» be pernuſed by 
them, im'hope that one or other of them (knowing 
the uſefulneſs of the matter treated of, and obſcr- 
wing the \too plain, low, and uneven matiner of 
writing ) would be moved ts put forth #'work, 
upon that ſubjeS& ; which (being repleniſÞed with 
goodl wariety of well ordered matters, adorned 
with convenient « , and contmended fby the 
worthy name of an Author favaorit for - bis Tear- 
ning, eloquence, and wertnes ) would be by il rea- 
dily entervainet , greedily read, and would ſweet- 
ly ronvey the whiags defired t be publeſhed, fo 
the Labwleder of all men. But bertin' my hope 
failed we : For thoſe worthy perſons were j 0 — 
Ployed in the bigh gh and weighty affzires of 
Chnreh', that Mr wie nre 20 go about boa 
Cal an nſeful work;yet ) of eſs pro t to tho 
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.time was ſpent. What remained then, but that 
either that needful work muſt be altogether want- 
ing , or this poor treatiſe ſo void of due ornaments 
muſt be ſuffred to go abroad. I bad indeed once in 
a manner reſolved to bury it in my ſtudy ,” but an 
occaſion bringing the matterr into a new debate , 
I ſuffered 7 reaſons to prevaile with me to 

give it leave to preſent it ſelf to the wiew of 

the world, yet not without ſome honourable Pa- 

tron the glorious luſtre of whoſe great learning , 

Excellent Vertues and pretious name might both 

allumminate it , and conciliate for the mean and 

obſcure author ſome room in the good efleem and 
| affefion of learned and good men. For which end 
| I thought it moſt convenient to make choiſe of one 
of thoſe wery bright ſtars, which bis Majefties wiſ- 
dome and goodneſs had been pleaſed to ſet in the 
firmament of our Church : among whom your Lord- 

Spa firſt preſented to my thoughts in your ve- 

; ry learned, elegant and eloquent works , eſpecially 

: both in your teſtification of your great and wery 

; remarkable 2cal for the now moſt bleſſed and gle- 

4 rious Saint and Martyr our late glorious King 

CHaaRLs the firft, and in your no leſs zealous 

x | fdelityto onr moſt dear and dread Sowveraign Lord 

King CHARLES the ſecond, manifeſted in 

a Fmes 


moſt rewerend Father in God, Dr. James Uſher 
tate Arch-biſhop of Armagh,and Lord Primate of 
al Treland 3 who, in an exat knowledge of all 
goodt learning, in depth of judgment,” inthe hue 
#ting and well cleering controverſies of Religion, 
and'in ſantiity of life, was not mmch (if at all ) 
mferivr to ary the beſt of Biſhops ſince'the Apo- 
ftles dayes ; Attel lafty, in an acceptable taft which 
I huve bad of the ſweetneſs of your wertue in a 
pertzenlar favour , for which I preſent my humble 
thanks to nome Dora hip. oO on OO 
May it pleaſe eyoh,tobt reverendFather;ts take 
this ſmall work tnito your honorable patronage and 
froteffion; and, patdoning my boldneſs in this at» 


tempt, 
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tempt, to-take in good the very bumble and 
4A tender of my bet ferviee » Lordſbip. 
God Almighty long continne your life and proſpe- 
| rous Eftate, and make you a happy infirument of 
much good to his Church. 


Your Lordfhips 
in all Duty 


Fobn Lloyd Prxsb. 
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The PREFACE. 


of what the reverend Dobtors of the Phimitivue Chur- 

ches for the firſt four hundred years after the birth of 

our bleſſed Saviour have pratiiſed and written , and 

thereby tranſmitted to our times , concerning Epiſcopacy , 
Presbytery, ge 6yWy Diſcipline, Liturgy and Ceremo- 
1449 nies y omitting onely thoſe, which appear to be impertinent to 
the ſtate and condition of the preſent times. Emvery mate- 
rial point herein is proved out of authors recewyed by all ſides 
( which cauſed the ojmiſsion of the teſtimony of gnatius , 
&c, ) and ſuch authors againſt whom it cannot be reaſonably 
preſumed, that they were deceived or erred in their relation 
- of matters of fait and _ » done or wſed in the times , 
wherein they themſelves or thoſe with whom they converſed , 
did live, The authorities were not collefted by the help of 
tables , or received from ſecond hands ( whence miſtakes 
do eaſily and uſually ariſe } but were taken from the authors 
own work read an conſidered. Becauſe the Holy Scri- 
pture by reaſon of humane infirmities in all , and perverſe- 
neſs in many is in many pats thereof: diver ſely underſtood , 
it « very needful ( ſaith Vincentius Lirigenfis ) rhat the 
line of Prophetical and Apoſtolical interpretation be diretted 
according to the rule of Eccleſiaflical and Catholick ſenſe. 


T + hort treatiſe comtaineth the ſum and. ſubſtance 


And alſo in the very Catbolick Church $7e _ = Ad verſus h- 
4s me hold that © © 2+ 


be had, ( ſaith the ſame ancient author ) i 
which 


” Is ipſaitem 

- Catholica Ec- 
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eſt, ut id tene- 
.- KMS Qued ubi- 
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which hath been believed every where, alwayes, and by aft. 
Which direftion of this diſcreet Writer , rightly under flood 
and applied, is very good , and is and hath been of ſingular 
uſe , eſpecially agamſt Schiſmaticks and Hereticks, For 
when the conſent of the Catholick Church i her principal 


members in all the parts of the world , and in all ages , be- - 


ginning in, and proceeding from the 4poſtolicall times, wnto 
any _ ſet or propoſed 4 » 4dth clearly appear tobe in 

Divine DofFrine, Diſcipline, Liturgie, Rites, or any Ecdeſs- 
aſticall uſage, who can gainſay that unanimous | . of 
all the $aints of God, which i a far better interpreter of the 


word of God , then any generall councell can be ? wha dave . 


refuſe to embrace the ſentence of that juſt and impartial 
Indee, except in decrees about things in their nature and mo- 
nll mutable, which nay by the good leave of that Fudge be 
with honour layed _ when they become wnprofitable or diſ- 
ſentaneous to the edification and peace of the Church ? The 
Eccleſiaſticall inſtitutions which want ſufficient evidence to 
prove their upprobation by the Church flouriſhing in the 4po- 
ftles dayes, and are found to have the generall approbation 

the Churches between the times of the Apoſtles, and about t 

gear of our Lord 500, although they bt "of leſs eſteem and re- 
gard then the inſtitutions known to be received by the Apoſts- 
licall Church, yet are they Venerable and worthy of very greas 
regard: partly, becauſe of the propinquity of thoſe Charches » 
to the time of the Apoſtles , from ſome of them 
be probably thought to be derived, _ 4 certaene proofe of 
their derivation appeared mat to ſucceeaing ages: partly be- 
cauſe of the eminent wiſdome of the Fathers, and ex 
Jenny 
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# the following Generations, The C 


ſpace of time ; that is, between the Apoſtles dictaſe and the 
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2. The PREFACE. 
500, wanted the extraordinary 4 call $piritywinch 
ſo guided the Chutch, planted by pgarparr peſolati- 
ans, that ſhe would make n0- Ordinance without the Apeſtles 


opprobation , and having it , ſhe contd not erre in her deter- 


mbnations, All other Churches therefore night eaſily erre, and 
they that m good occaſpen gien them would modeſty af firns, 
that tht aid erre in ſome conſtitutions and uſages generally 
approved by them, and alſo in ſame remote concluſions of the 
Divine Doctrine y are not to be thought to diſparage them , 
ſeeing upon the matter they [ay no mare , then that they were 
men which wanted the euide f the holy Spirit to lead thens 
infallibly to truth and goodne(s in all things of Eccleſjafticall 
concernment ; but that thoſe Churches within the firſt 508 
years erred in any publick conſftititions or cuſtomes unto 1ds- 
latry, or, which u leſs, unto apparent ſuperſtition , i 4 thi 
improbable and incredible ta them , who riehtly conſider t 
publick dottrine and Excleſiafticell ordinances of thoſe times, 
and take due notice of the great prudence and holineſs of ma- 
ny of the chief Gowtrnors and Tillars of thoſe Chnrehes ; 
Hereticks, Idolaters and ſuperſiitions perſons were in many 
of the Churches, but that the Churches themſelves in any part 
of that time became Hereticall, [dolatrous, or Superſtitions, is 
wer) ultrue and unworthy the thought of « prudent and cha- 
ritable man. «And here by the way, concerning the ( harch of 
England, if we compare her in her legall conftization with- 
any other Church after the year of our Lord 180. it will be 
found that they who charge her with Antichriſtianiſme, 1do- 
latry, or Superſtition in £ conflitmtion , eſtabliſhed by Law, 
do by clear conſequence paſs the ſentence of rhe ſame condem- 
nation, upon every of theſe. Churches y eſpecially them of the 
th aud 5th centmry: the rafbneſs and n\uſtice of which cen- 


we *« very worthy of a wery ſevere cenſure. The ty ” 
| ed, 
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ny 0 ſimple or ſo injurious 10 the res. id; Har 
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that the myſtery ro Mir 8m Erane by 
an the wy 

and depth of Satan , Gets the elick nf 
ons of the ( atholick Church in his dayes y reds /nar 
yas the conſtitutions ? no ſurely, neither can a Chriſti 


_ " ty of that Church , as to think that the . 
meaning. The myſtery of Iniquity was i 


bin ſome dead branches,in ſome wicked livers and 
rich S, but it was not of the Church, it was no part of the oY 
; TE of the ( hurch, although it did labour to in on - - 
, that 


2 Thef. 2. 3. 


k it ſelf into it : it may be granted as ery 
Hl of iniquity in particular,and thoſe dead members, 


them working upon the Charches , might mare witiate 
on C hurches of the ſecond century then the Churches in the pf 
century, and the Churches in the third century; more then t 
Churches of the ſecond,and ſo of the reſt to the end of the fff th 
century z but that in any hn of that time it prevailed ſo far , 
4s 10 become 4 part of the Ercleſeaſticall Dottriney = cipline, 
Liturey or Ceremonies univerſally received and uſed y is 14- 


ther a an exceſs of Calonf then au opinion ground. 
ed u lm x of: nar it x ſo - from being = x. pv 


truth, After the year 500, and the diviſion 


Revel. 17, 12, 48 eftabli] bment of the Kings, which were ane few thers po- 
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. lick Dottrine ; where 


wer 4nd _—_ to the Beaſt, and whith iH'Hht time prot ys 
burn the Whore of Babylon , the- Churches 
anore and more corrupt z the civill and Eeclt 


fioms atterding the Warrs in the ſeverall FS eng ivin 
advantage to the myſtery of Ar pc TW; lc tt bd Ds 
with the Diſcipline and Ceremonies , and 
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Chirebes y ſo that in prrjens' who ew Cor os 


and bad tegtiber, rhernfrthon ef vhem ng 
'ndred: the ane: of he pied ponies of rich Firm 
and working the effects of ts imo wc whe ene 
d and acfiroyed chers. Anal therefore theſe latter Churchts 
were not by the” infangins f our Charch &d , for 
patterns, «s the were, which pre purity of 
Dodtrine, Diſcipline, and Ceremonies without the addition 
any thing ca fing Superſtition , much leſs Idolatry or H 
Onur C harch hath ſeparated the Pretions from the PiltYhe good 
of Dectrine, Diſcipline, and Rites from the peſtiferonus and 
noxious additions'; and now if either the deb of eros 
or the iniquity of the late times hath added any 
any of owr "Ecelefufical things, or made ws <A obllof of 65 
by by fon Rite or particle of tht d Diſcipline or thay or 1 a 1 
defeet appear to be in owr former reformations, and e 
T if any of theſe have happened in any Rite of adoration 
ein w the greateſt danger;) it us not tobe donbted , but 
lar all theſe things will be carefully looked into 5 and whether 
- 6; nn. lanation or otherwiſe,the Diſciplin&and Rites, 
or and fre eo God, ſhall be reformed — fo 
kf patterns, and as ſhall moſt ar ger to the godly 
of the ds oy Kingdeme, - What do I ſpea 
” " 76d Reformation ? ſeeing the de  &+-0 Wiſdome , and 
the moſt ſincere piety of hu Siared | Majeſty hath by the bleſſing 
of God upon his Royal indeavonrs, Rk out the beſt Ha 


rament for the heals ue of the &:ſtempers , and by his 
£145ions omar nr, _— a woſh ha eres 
fittef that could be deviſed for the Ds 


and affe ions unto an unity 4 meet ts fnhwtr- the 
or of « Chriftian Church , which the infirmities of 
theſe laſt dayes of the laſt ___ well bear. The Regicides 


of 


1 King. 6. 7. 
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| vceeded. fat. in reaking down this ow Houſe of 
eindpercy nyo roma 
it is. ſaid of King Solomons Temple , that there was neither 


Hammer nor Axe nor any toole of iron heard while it was is 
Ldine, [0 our bleſſed So\omon inreedfying this decayed 
houſe of God , doth. the work - without, all irow inflruments » 


without all unpleaſing ſounds, it goeth on-(ealim fine ſenſu , 
 andits andwill beth gloriaus effe® of his Majeſties income 


parable providence, guided by the. moſt grations direftion of 
God, chn&tendo reſtituiſle rem. But ſome of them which 
will read this ſmall trattate, may therein obſerve ſome paſſa- 
ges, which ſuppoſe the Church of England without the benefit 
of any proceedings of his Majeſty towards her reſtauration,and 
may therefore be ready to: cenſure the Author as he well de- 
ſerved , if he had not this juſt 4polog)» namely, That he can 
make it good by many witneſſes of worthy perſons of known in- 
.tegrity that this treatiſe. was ready written five months agon at 
the leaſt, at which. tim: th: Author could only. write of the flate 
aud condition. of. things as they were then , and not as they 
would be iy times to come. If any objef#,lt had been better, 
if ever, to-have publiſh:d this at that tyme, for which it ſeemes. 
more convenient ; to which-I ſay,That the Conſcience of mine 
on car retarded and had almoſt hindred the publica- 
{fiont "26> \* | W.-*- | | 
4 ut partly, my deſire to-contribute my peor mite towards the 
fy mak, of Gods. Houſe prevailed with me , partly be- 
lieving the truth of that ſaying of Clemens of Alexandria, 
the $ :0e. ſcience of preachi is kn 4 manner Angelical ,. 404 
whether 1t he exerciſed by the tongue or hand\(writing) profits 
.eth cuberng and. knowing. my ſelf tov. hot re from #he 
tinge. mben the ſtrength of voyce may decreaſe, I thought it not 
ami(s taput it touhe trial by this beginning whether 1. might 


her:- 
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hereafter 'with any hope of acteptance and profit , attempt 
$ to recompence "the defecF which ( if I lit) may likely 
| happen in my woyce, with the labour and pains of preaching 
'- by fhepen. Some may think that | have made nogood choife 
tn preferring the judgment of St. Hierome 4 Preſbyter , ana 
not well affett4, (45 many think) to Epiſcopacy, before the 0- 
pinion of Epiphanius & Biſhop , and the elder of thetwo,, 
Firſt , 1 muſt deny that Hietome was diſaffeed to good tijacd wha 
| Biſhops, or to the Epiſcopal dignity. His works do abundantly *ither the 4- 
| teſtify, that he bad in ſirigular honour , both the one and the jo "om vs 
other : only he often reproveth, and that ſharply the Ambition, cher could taws- 
Covetuouſneſs, and other vices of many Biſhops, which not bn Ib be the ay 
only , but others before him , and in his time , even Biſhops EIT of a 
themſelves died performe with. no leſs ſharpneſs and ſeverity, Biſhop above 
} Fee one among others , Gregory, who was created _ of —_— , 
Safimis, executed his funition in Nazianzum » 4 : 


aft er he departed 
= was advanced to the Arch-Biſhoprick of TRY Fe the Com- 


this Arch- Biſhop wiſheth there were no prerogative of the _ = 
Throne; nor Prelacy, which- (ſaith he) had inde in former Church , and 
times been deſire of good and prudent men, bur whit now to cu*: an = 
ſhanne , is counted an at? of ſingular prudence, What * s 5. a we _ 
this wiſe and holy :Arch- Biſhop for the abrog ation of Epiſco- dependant Con- + 
pacy root and branch ? nozno, he only tax:th the exorbit ancy, 541098. 
| the abuſe, the ambition,and wot the holy funttion: he expounds 
himelf,when in the ſame place he expreſſeth the prelacy which 
he wiſhth outed, to be the Tyrannie of Authority z and prehe- 
| minence; it # that which cauſed many wift men to ſhun the 
funttion , becauſe in bad company it is difficult to rule well , 
which at all times is thr work of an excelling faculty, and it Sreg.r. in 
. many times happens (ſaith the ſame Father) that grace it ſelf cporeh, * "4 
1 begets Pride , and then we know that the corruption of the wen , naſil:s 


beſt is the worſts Secondly, Hierome was not inferiour tn peſexce. 
| learning 


() 


: 
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learning \ o the /ncients 
| did any exce his i in — eek "uf th ennquia of * the 


Church, And has thet abby cw) ray, uy the 
works us , m arfettive in this laſt, 
oſs 4 concerning the or bebo q Epiſcopacy 
hough in formall expreſſions (fam: i differs foo pphanus\ s, 
——— by the diffinition of exiraordinery and ordinary 
IT , the difference in words may be bro ought 1110 au unt- 
rinſe le ez and F there be a difference in the ſenſe between 
: Fes Hierome affords 4 more immediate, 91. a , ord 
—_— argument for Epiſcapacy and its comtiruance then 
the other. I am-much decerved, and have Croſsed mine own 
reſolution, if 1 have not delivered the ruth impartially , as 1 
found it in the w/rogr nn > ary e : armus for the 
wt ery e ſome p of this little boo 
oe b/ © a a lover fp 2h diſlike ſneaha pf 
ſg in wie ſort appr een Sor z Jt 1 have good hue 
tire ſeries 


» both _ read the whole , and layed A 4 thems the ca 
the diſcourſe, they may ſee goed reaſon to like well 
, what they diſliked apart, db nel enſure, 
—__ every thing theremn 1 

h profeſs to ayme a8, 


in 
and will candidly _—_ 


10 the ſame good ond which 


A T reatiſe of the Primitive Epiſcopacy, 
Liturgies, Rights, &c. 


T having pleaſed God to- chooſe for. himſclt 
out of fintul men a peculiar people to ſer forth 
Fs his glorious praiſes , he never left the world 
defticure of heavenly iofticurions avd Laws, 
= whereby men might be travſlared from the 
0 fate of ſin and mitery, to the ſtare of holineſs 
and Salvation, and be made and preſerved anſwerable in con» 
verſation to the bleſſed condition of their tranſlation and 
chavge, 

Theſe willipg and obedient people addiRted to the Service 
of Almighty God, were, are, and will be by him reputed, bis 
houſe, Family, and Kingdome , which therefore cavnot be 
imagined to be without order and rule , without ſome certain 
perſons ſer apart to reach the Divine Laws, and execute other 
Divine 1oſticuctions, and with conſent of the cofterned , 
to make Ecclehiaftical Ordinances, which times, places, and 
other circumſtances require, agreeable to the Divine , and 
ſubſervient to the due and moſt decent execution of them, 

Of che number of theſe reachers and rulers of Gods houſe 
were, eAdam, Noah, eAbraham, and other heads of numerous. 
Families unco the time of the giving of the Law by Moſes ; 
after the Law, partly fic perſons of the tribe of Lev:, partly 
the Prophets, partly men bred in -the Schools of the 
Prophets, and Iris the Baptiſt , performed the Divine 
and Ecclefiaſtical funRions unto the time of our Saviours 
Baptiſm : afrer which time he himſelt che Builder and Matter 
of che houſe and Family, ( whoſe ſervants and under-ofhicers 
all otherulets acknowledge themſelves to be, deriving from 
him nor ovely cheic authority , bur allo all their abilinies z 
; 4 B 


wheres 


Bafil. conſtir, 
Monaſt. c.22. 
& Chryſoſt. 

. Fn Epiſt. ad 
* Colofihon.z. 


pi himſclt ro pe 


fer coral = lye orher be bis Apoliles and 
event iples, tyelve orhermen robe Dis At 


Ic appearerh, thar ic was th& intention of our Saviour, har 
the number of twelve Apoltles hbntd be his\primary inſtcu- 
ments in foundipg the Original Churches of Chrifty the Mo- 
thers of all other-Churches' roſucceed unto the. end of the 
world; It was yg 9 2 ro make them parencs of all 
other Minitters which ſhould ſucceed in an ordinary courſe ; 
which is hereby manifc , becanſe Cheiſt promiſed to be wirh 
them uno the worldsend, which cannot be verified of theic 
perſons, and therefore isto'be underiiood of them in the-per- 
ſors of their ſucceſfncs, proceeding from them by ſucceſſive 
ordination, and repreſented intheir perſons ; whrefore the 
ordination of the Apoltles, was in ſome ſort the ordination of 
their ſaccefſors , and theic miſkon to teach and baptize, was a 
virtual or legal mifionof che other. | 
There were three Editions of the covenant of grace, the 
one from «Ade to Abrahaw, the ſecond from him to ouc 
Saviour,. the third from our Saviour upto the end of the 
world, Tnevery of theſe, the wubſtance and kernel of the Co- 
venant was, andas the {ame , the difference is in remarkable 
accidems-and circumſtances; the: Miniſters of the heavenly 
DoKrine in rhe firſt and ſecond, preached Chrilt co come, and 
had the Spirit accompanying the word , and fſcals of the Co- 
venam miniftred by them, 2s an incident annexed by = 
Gedto their otdination: bur yet 10, as the ſpirit was f 
rily givenio alefler meafure roche miniftery of the firſt, then 
of the ſecond Edition ; The ApaRties werein their callrothe 
Apoſileſhip before rhe death of our Savieur ordained migitiers 
tacks eenthetbegemaeealiiBae gem Snider 
come in . great tion, 
and chercfore they had a proportiopable increaie of. the ſpirix 
added to their miniftery , for the working of. repentance , 
faith, and bolineſs in men aboye the ordinary meaſure granced 
© the miniſtery of the ſecond Edition, Not- 


© 


Edicion of the 
and looſing, in having the ſpiric accomp 


thartche Miniſters of che firſt and, fecond $ef, 2, _ 
Covennc of grace, had a power-of biading 
avyingtheic office and 
ſervice 5 and that the A ip the mortal life of our Sa- 
viour, had the ſame ina-higher degree ; yer the promiſe made 
tothe conteihion of See Peer, of givingumo him a power of 
| binding and loofing with the Keyes of the Kingdome of Hea- 
yen Was not in vaine, as'of athing which he had already re- 
ceived ; for he had received the fame onely inthe meaſnre- and 
degree meer to bediſpenſed ar that time, and not.in the ordi- 
pary fulneſs:promiſed to the minilters of the yew Teſtament, 
tolly confirmed by che deach and reſurreQtion of Chrift : and 
therefore 6ur Saviour afrer his rifing again from the dead » be- 
{towed upon them thar promiſed fulneſs of the Spiric z which Chroſo®t. ; 
was in ordinary to accompany their miniftery of che word... a ke 
ſacraments and cenſures,&s. breathing ———_ ad ſayiDg> Conc. Foroju- : 
recerus ye the Hely Ghoſt, whoſeſacuer ſins ye remitythey are remitted Lenſ.an, 791, 
unto' them, and whoſorver fins ye retain, they' are retained; hence © 13- | 
ic is-thacrhe miviſtery of che new Teſtament fully: confirmed, 45404! difs 
is in anemivent way themiviſtery of rhe ſpirit; and ſo called ; parabol, wy A 
and hence irtisrhat the Apoflle ſarth,ohartbe waegens of onr wer- Scripe. 
fare ave not carnal, but mighty through Ged, to the pulbug down 
of flrowg holds , caſting dawn reaſoningt and every bigh thing that 
exalteth it- ſelf jvc | the knowledge of God, and ringing into 
captivity every theught to the abedrence of Chrifh, 
This meaſure ot the Spirit going alongand operating in the 
miniſterial preaching 5 prayer, bapthfngebletiog,” ablolvieg, 
&r. was pow very neceflary> as imcrber refpe&s, ſo in this z 
charthe world that had been fo long capetvared by Sachan, and 
mightily habicuared in all finful ways, mighr be converted nn- Semen Serms- 
to God, and preſerved in.his grace, .nis Chriſti cum 
- Some will ſay > why'are nor all hearers of the Goſpel |con- 77 et; 
verted>/ro& which ir 15 ſoon anſwered;:thar: the Holy'Spiriz yy gradu ſuos 
woerkertvioafthem ehar hear che: Goſpeh-preached ro rhern » cre/c;t- tam din 
yet gradually ; firſt , thatthey may co-work, and then thatin ancipiti eſt y 
y may coninue co-working; until che work of ſaving faich _— part- 
e'perſeRed in-them.” He gives-an-eat ableico-hear, ro: the 7} 19 97 
heifers be gives. abiliry to. underitiauty apdrgives abilicy-wp 44 Ppiſl. ad 
| B 2 ſome Gal. c. 4+ 
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(hme degiercs will the good, aid) where the goed"is willed, 


he hath given thewill andthe 'deed ; and-where che Good we 
are enabled rounderfiand and Willzis not underſtood or Willed, 
thar- comes from the natural corrupred freedome of mans will, 
which che ſpicic doth not rake away agiinlt our will , becauſe 
he will not deftrey his own work; npunely , that good natural 
treedome of will, conferred upon man inhis creation ; capa- 
ble of being a ſabjze& of good or evil. 

" A perſon nor ordainedto the holy miniſtery may intime and 
place teach and exhorrt with a ſeech no leis/Orthodox, whole- 
ſome and perſwaGve , then any ordained minitter of the Gof- 
pel canuſe, and yet it muſt be acknowledged to befar inferior 
1nics operation tending ro true edification, then the ſpeech 
of a miniſter ſeeming leſs perſwafive; becauſe this is alwayes 
accompanied with che (picit, the other is noc , bur ſuppeſech 


ſore graceinthe hearer whichir fticreth :: or if ic be.accom- 


panied-with a quickning or healing grace, itis of Gods mere 
1ndulgence, and not by vertue of: Gods ordinary conſtitution 
and promiſe; andrherefore the ſpiric- going with the exhor- 
cation of the miniſter doth alwayes edifie or is reſiſted; and 
ſs the word: preached by him' is a ſweer ſavonr of Chriſt in 
them that areſaved , andinthem that periſh; ro the: ove the 
favour of death unto death , and to the other che fayourot lite 
nnto life. 

The Apoſiles all this while had not received the gradual 
complemenc of the gifts ordained' ro be beſtowed -upon the 
miniſters of- che new Teſtameor; it was meer that Chritt: 
ſhould ip onr entire nature open heaven andemter into ir, be- 
fore the fulneſs of the ordinary or extraordinary gifesſubſer- 
viept for the right uſing of the Keyes of Heaven, ſhould be 
granted to his Vicegerents upon earth, rfierk 

Wherefore after his opeming and poſſeſſion of Heaven, he 


' #aVe thoſe vifcs unro'men, both extraordinary 10'the; ? Apoſtles, 


Evyangelifis and Prophets , and ordipary', in the Paſtors and 
DoRors. | | , 

The firſt ordinary Paſtors, received their ordination from 
the Apoltles ; of-the Apoſtles,we know no other ordipation 


they 


AS, 


© Liturgtes y, Rights," &c. © Oey 
were by the foreſaid degrees perfected ; the Paſtors re-; * 
eels in the Apoſtles na Yoas cheir ſeminal or virtual oc- 
dination ( as was ſaid ) to their funRion, which received ics 
perfeRion of degrees in the effulion of the Holy Ghoſt upon 
the Apoſtles. | 2 
The Author ob che Comments upon Sr, Pas!'s Epililes at- 
tributed co Sr; Ambroſe ſaith , that it was lawful ac the ficit for 
Laicks and Deacons to preach in the Aﬀlemblies and Bapcize ;- 
yet of that hisaſlercion he brings no ſound proof; Philip was 
ordained a Deacon, and he bapriſed the Eunuch ; Ananias a 
Diſciple baptiſed Sax!, after called Pas! ; did Ananias do fo 
onely inthe capacity of a Diſciple, and chez ocher onely in the 
capacity of a Deacon?No ſurely; tor it appearsthar they had an 
immediate-mifkon from God to teach and baptife, which is 
equivalent to an ordination, to the office of a Paſtor , either 
as tothoſe as onely, and for that time only,or as tothe whole 
00 funRionto be conftancly exerciied, If any: exrmples 
| found inche Actsof the Apoliles of any Laicks or Deacons 
performing paltoral offices, whoſe ordination ordioary or ex- 
| craordinary 1s not mentioned, its meeterto judge and b2leive, 
that they had either the ordinary call orche extriordinary, ac- 
carding to the examples of Axa:45 and Philip (when the cop- 
trary cannot be proved) thento affirm that any lay-man might 
chen at bis pleaſure exerciſe the acts of that ſacred yocation, 
Pax! was no ſooner a Chriflian, bur he was inſtantly by 
Cbriſts immediate appointment made an Apoltle: ( 44. 9.15) 
20, cum Gai, 1,16, 17, 23.) and without any other' ordina- 
tiowpreachedrbe Goſpel of Chriſt; yer ſome years after he 
rogether wich Barnabas were by the expreſs command of the 
Holy Ghoſt ordained by certain Prophers and Doctors which 
| then were at eAntiech. In which ordipation two things are 
obſervable. Fickt , chat the Apoſtles were ordained by theic 
Inferiors in office; buc the extraordinary commithon where- 
by this was done, makes an exception confirming che rule > 
which is , that without all contradiction, the leſs is blefled of 
the greater; The ſecond thing to be conſidered in chat erdi- Heb, 7, 7, 
'nation are the ſacred ceremonies uſed inthe ordination of Pa» 
| Kors, ro wir, prayer, which is the principal ; faſting co 
1 commend . 


i Tim. 2, 7. 


UMI 


x Tim. 4: 14, 


conimnend the prayer;andimpoſiies of hands, a «vjdble des 
rhe gift of rhe ſpicic coaccompany their ſervice to t | 
of . dry jlrand power of ſin, and ſerting of them 
at liberty , to walk in the wayes of Gods commandemests.. 
- Ap ordination of Paltors celebrated without any. cnc; of 
theſe ceremovies,: cannot . be accounted-right and regular : 
St. Paw! with other whowere Presbyters ordained Timothy by 
the joint impoſition-of his and thetr hands ; we findimpoh- 


- 


rion of hands placed by the Apoſtle among the fundamentals 


cum2Tim.x.s, Of Chriſtian Religion;' and chere, although ic follewech 
Heb. 6, 1, 2, the immerſions in the names of: the bleſſed Tripicy, and there- 


Nt, 4. 


fore may ſeem to import | confirmation ; yer it need. not 


denote confirmationalone, but any other perpetual: ordinance ' 


of God, wherein this ceremony was to be uſed, by the autho- 
rity of the A $ example andpractiſe, ._ 1421 2.07 Ba 

They which ſay that rhns ceremony wat to-lafng lenges is 
uſe they God was pleaſed ro continue che miraculons opers- 
tions uſual inthe Apoſtolick times, ſeem to impure 1ncankde» 
rateveſsrocthe Apoſtle, in reckoning that oe of the funda- 


mentals of Religios, which was not to be ly conti- 
nued in the militant Church : but we are aflured, that the-As» 


le being moved by the Holy Ghoſt, ceuld nor ſpeak incan- 
rarely, and thatevery fundamental of Chriſtian Religion » 
ſhall. continue io Chriſts Church unro the. end of the world, 
as this ceremony both in confirmation and in ordinations of 
Paſtors hath hirherro. been alwayes uſed in «che' univerſal 
Church, and without donbt will fo concioue nnto the end-of 
ri1Mme. | 850 2 
Paſtors are called in the Apoſtolical Epiftles by ewo other 
names, that is, Biſhops and Presbyrers ; the A IP Con 
rained in ic ſelf che paſtoral offices, and therefore an Apolile 
wasalſocalled a Biſhop and Presbyrer, The firft mention of 
Paſtors by the name of Presbycers or Elders; is in A&s-1:1, 30, 
where the Church of Awzech is ſaid to have ſenc relief by:Biy- 
webas and Sax! unto the Elders of che Churches in Judas; iwthe 
crime of thegreat dearth, which was in the days of Clazdins 
Ceſar ; inthe 15 Chaprer of the Af; EATING 
M4 x 
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ingof the Layy of Moſes, brought by Pax and Barnabas 
before the s and Elders oc Pcesbyrers in the Church of 


 Jeruſalew to be by chem determined: Weſeein the chap- 
ter of the At:, how that Paw! with ſome of the brethren, 
went fn upto James and all the elders were preſent ; whence 
we may obſerve , that the Apoſtles did nor diſcuſs andend the 
controverſie concerning circumcilion — of the Law 
without the preſence of che Presbyters of che Church where 
_—_ were; nor did James alone hear Paul, but together 
wich his Presbycers did both hear him, and give. him that ſea- 
ſonable Councel, to purifie himſelt for the avoiding the of- 
__ the beleiving . Jews, which were numerous in jers- 
alen, 
Here ariſeth a queſtion , whether St. James was head of the 
Presbyters of the Church of Jeruſalens onely as he was an A+ 
polile, having his ordinary e inthar Church , or alſo as 
having an ordinary authority over che Presbyters , which was 
ro be continued co ſucceflars over the ſucceding Presbycers ; 

it is certain y that as an Apoſtle he was the head of the Presby- 

cers, having «ſuperiority over them ; bur as the Apoſtleſhip 
wasr.0t to paſsto ſuccefiors , ſo neither was his authority to 
be conveyed to any in ſucceſſion ; but ro be terminated wich 
his life : it is more chen probable, that at that cime he was 
their ſuperior, ovely as an Apoſtle (ettled in that Church, nei- 
ther had we needto conceive him-in any {ubſequenc times ro 
become their head in any other ſenſe ther this, if the unani- 
mous ceftimony of the ancient Doctors of the Church did noc 
conltrain us to be of another judgment, uhtefs we will rezeRt 
che witneſs of the Catholick Church coetancly perſevered 
io ſrom che begivining of the ſecond Centuary after onr $2- 
| viours birth unto this day. Fat the Fathers do contantly afficm 
that Sr, James was (for forme time before his deceaſe ) Biſhop 
ofche Church of Jersſalew, not onely in the ſenſe of the word 
| ] common to an Apolile andevery Presbyter , but in 
the ſeple which ſoon after che time of Clemens Romwenne was 
appropriatedcoit, thatis, ſignifyiog ſuch a Presbycer, as had 
a ſuperiocicy over alt the reft of the Preabyters che fans 
C arch, 


Set, 5. 
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| Martyrdome, and Jobs the Apoſtle died; 


Pedagoy.), 3. 
C, wlt. 


Strom, 6. 


De Monog4a- 


: Adverſns Va- 
 dentin,c, 4. 
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to ſome 03h, | b ALTON 
 Hegeſppman Hiſtorian, who flouriſhed about zhe year 170, 
relarech rhar afrer the-dearh of 'St, James, Simon Cleoya being 
choſen Biſhop of the Church of alem, one Thebuli b<gzn 
to-corrupt the Church with vain ine , becauſe he was vor 
made Biſhop there, - And the ſame Hiſtorian writech, that 
Simon Cleopa lived Biſhop of that place; until the times of 
Trajane the Emperor, under whoſe government Simon ſufteted 
which reftimeny 
of an hiſtorian who lived within 60 years after the death of the 
Apollle Sr. John, it plainly appearerh, that S:m5on was nor ( af- 
cer the death of St, James brother 'of our Lord } conſticured 
onely a fingle Presbyrer of thar Church , vor James before 
him head thereof only as an Apofile or an extraordinary gover- 
nour , but that both were ordinary rulers of the whole Church, 
as w2ll Presbyters 2s the other members thereof, h 
Clemens Alex andrinus, who lived before the year of our Lord 
200, makes a clear diſtintion berweesr a Biſhop and a Presby- 
ter, ſaying, that inthe Scripcures ſore precepts pertain to Bi- 
ſhops;ſome to Presbyrers, and ſome to Deacons; and in another 
place, that a Presbyter doing and teaching according to Gods 
will,although he be not on earth honoured with che firſt chair, 
ſhall fir on the 24 thrones judging the people : and alittle after 
hefaich, that' here in the Church che proveQions or-proficien- 
cies'of Biſhops, Presbyters, Deacons, be imications of the 
angelical glory. - Tertulian, who flouriſhed in the year of our 
Lord 200, mentions ap uſe in his time of asking leave of the 
of the Presbyters, and'of the Deacons to marry : 
Elſewhere he calls npon the Hereticksto ſhew the beginnings 
of their Churches, and ſo to reckon the order of their Bi b 
runnipg fromthe —_—_— by fiicceſſions , that the firſt ( Bi- 
ſhop) have an Apoſtle or an Apoſtolical man for his auRtor or 
anrecefſor; ascrhe Church of Smyrne relates Polycarpm. to be 
placed there Biſhop by Job» ( the Apoſtle ;) andthe Charch of 
Rome reporteth Clement tro have been ordained there by Pe-+ 
ter: (the Apoſile,) In anorher place che ſame author faith', 
that Valentinns becauſe he was ingenions & eloquent had hoped 
an 
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Apoſtles,” and converſed 'with many of them which ſaw the 


Lord;bur was alſo by the Apoſttes in Aſie, (10 which is-the 145"/bere/ 
Chucch of Smyr»«) conftirated a Biſhop : rhe ſame {renew pry voce. 


doth epumerate the Biſhops of Rome which ſucceeded one 
another from Peter unto £lentherine, who was the twelfth ſuc- 
cefſor of Peter,” Polycrates (who was 65 years'in the Lord when 


he wrote his Epiſtle unto /itor Biſhop of Rowe, concerning) . 


the time'of che celebration of the Paſche , which wis abour 
the yeat'of our Lord 197, whereby ir appeareth, that he began 
cofloaciſtru bout 5o years afrer the deathof Jobu the Apoſile, 
if not much ſooner (if he was come to. years of diſcretion 
betore his Bapriſm ; ) Poljcrates (Ifay ) who was fo nearthe 
rimes of che Apoſtles faich, char he was the eighth Biſhop) of 
Epbeſw. \Now it is acknowledged by all, that in the rime of 
Urtoer, a Biſhop had the preheminence over rhe Presbyrecs in 
every Church ; and therefore it is conſequent,thar Pelycrates by 
the ſeven Biſhops ptecedipg him in Epheſms,meaverh nor ſwgle 
Presby cers,but {uch Biſhops as were iv the Church ac the time 
of bis writicg that Epiſtle ro Vitor, | 
If the principalicy of che Ecclefiaſtical regiment had beep 
inthe Colledpe of Pregbyrers; uncilthe deathof the Apoſtles, 
and ifrer their deceaſe the principality of that governmenc 
was commirted to: one , 8nd not before';. ſurely Polycrates , 
Irenexs, and Hegeſoppre bad egregioully prevaricated in attribu- 
ting the'pripcipality of ' one ro-ſome part of: the rime of the 
Apoliles, which; (they living with thouſands who muſt have 
ſeen apd conſented co that _—_——_— afrerthe Apoſtles de- 
ceaſe; if 'avy ſuch had bzenthen firſt made,)) could nor be igno- 
rancof, | Bur that theſe holy men were notunfaithful io their 
relation, Coth evidently appear by this ; namely , thar all the 
Fathers, none Contraditing, agree with them, affirming Bi- 
ſhops haviog in an ordinary = a ſuperiority over Presbycers, 
F ro 


ingangry t ogative of De Raptiſms, 

ined it,” be depaviedyfrom the Church, © 17. + 
Ipanorhier place he hath thig'obſervarion,"viz., che emulatiov aerpu he. 
of 'Epiſcopacy is'the mother of Schiſmes. I muſt nor forget re[.1.3.c.3.40 
the teſtimony of /rr4exs, ' who affirmeth of bimſelf, that he 4d Euſeb. - 
was a'hearer of "Pohearpui, who was noronely raught! by the {+ 5- © 18. 


zthar 
"his adverſaries boaſted, ſaying, that rwenty five Biſhops of 
Numidia would come to Carthage , who would make. wnco 
themſelves a Biſbop there, | 1 ptr8 4G 2 
 chefe Arch-biſhbps, (who were ſuch indeed, bur nor 
yerin varne, that we can find in any approved auftor of that 
) were ſome more eminem then othec ; each of which had 
ſome Arch-biſhops ſubordinate tothem , which in following 
times were called primares:: for ina province was one chict 
Ciry , under. which: were divers nm Cities > Which had 
Cities under them; In theſe were the Biſhops, in the 
Mother-cities were the Metropolitans or Arch-biſhops, in the 
firſt, the Pcimares ;: priviledges made ſome variations. , 
*_ Of Primatesatd Merropokitans, the Council of N;zce ſaich, 
iciemaniteſt, thar,if any. be. ordained wichour the will and 
confcienct of rhe Metropelicane Biſhop, this great and holy 
Council hath-decreed, he engbr noctto be 8 Biſbop, And in 
in Sem, Lydee abd Preto char he Bifoop. of. dhe 
in Egypt, Lybia and Pextapolin, that the Biſbop lexandria 
evils paves ot ah ek fon tbe B of Reame hath a 
lixecuftome, 'in like manneraifo at Artmch and. ocher pro» 
vinces: let che doe hemour propet to-every Church be pre- 
fervedco ir,. Theſe Primaves and:Arch-biſbops had: nd power 
iÞtbings proper ro the cognizance of a Biſbop in his own 
Siomba (bur onely im. chols thiogs , whereof the Canons of 


the 


- DJ 


# 
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rhe Chqech had committed 50 them che bracibg. ang Jadge- 
meat x or which webe: of .covcecpment to many. 64. 


Andibis is it which Cyproas meancch, where holmes of Evift.ad Dune 


us (Biſhops ) dotb conftirure bimſelt $0 be a Biſho 
ſhops or doth compell this Colledge by ryrapnical error to, 
the neceflity of obeying, ſeeing every Biſhop hath according 
ro.his own liberty and free will > chat he may not be judged by 


p of Bi- 5. 


another. {dries the Emperouty who reigned from the year of 324d Yepiſum 


oue Lord 117; corhe year 35, wriceth in a certain Epiſtle hor- '* 


rible uocruchs againſt Chriltians ; as that thete was never a 


$41#71310. 


© Presbyter of che Chriſtians which was not a Mathematicias z + 


a Seurlſayer, &c. that the very Pactiarch, when he came to 
Egypes: was by ſame compelled roadore Smaps , by others t©@ 
adoreChtiift ; cher they, which ſaid chemſelves ro be Biſbops 
of Chrilt, were devored ro Serapm, Ic ſeems this Emperour 
had taken notice, that Chriſtians had Ecclefialtical officers , 
whereof ſome werecalled Presbycers , ſome called Biſhops , 
and ( perhaps ) that the Biſhop of Alexandria was over all 
Egypt, &'c. and Biſhops thereot ; and cherefore calls him b 
the narne of a like civil Magiſtrate, (Patriacch,) which was 4d 
rerward- uſed by Chriftiavs in a like ſenſe: but roo much 
hath been ſaid ro ſhew that it was ordained in the times of the 
Apoſtles, that the principal authority in every Church ſhould 
bein one Ptesbyrer advanced above and over the reft , paro 
whom in a ſborr cime after, the vame of (Biſhop) was made 
proper. This truth 1s ſo clear and written, as it were, with ca- 
ital or nocial letters in rhe writings of all che ancients, chat 
that ropneth may read itin them, 


Io rhe next place ir ſhould be conſidered, whether that Or- | 


dinance conftituting Epiſcopacy made. in the Apoſtolical 
times, was not, in proper ſenſe, an Apoſtolical conſticution ;' 
and if ſo, whether therefore it be uoalterable > Bug chat this 
matter may be better underſtood , ic is Convenient fir to ſpeak 
of the Authority and Power given to the Biſhop , whac ic 


Set, 7. 


was, and howample in thoſe times, Tertulhan gives us ſome pe beptiſne, 
information in this poine , when he faith, that the chief c. x9. 


Prieſt which is che (Biſhop) hath the cighc ( or power ) of 
2ivipg Baptiſm ; then the Gon Ws and Deacons , bur woe 
| \ 2 witn- 


o 


# 


| wichone the anthoricy ef rhe Biſhop forche preſe of 
I che honour of the Church , which: , peace is ſafe 
. maintained, For the underſtanding of this, we mnt conſi- 


der, that, where the ex:rciſe of che power of preactiing , bap- 

rifing, &c, in ſuch place and among ſuch perſons was nor by 

ſome ordinance of -the Church determined ro this or that par- 

: cicular Presbyzer-s there ir pertained to the Biſhop ro do it, 

_ andnettoapy echet Without his leave ; yea the very Ordinan- 

cd80nd Cancns could not be made withour his and au- 

in Boift.ad  "Urity » ns theic principal author under Chrift, For as Hierons 

F Titus. c. 3, fairh » the whole care 6t rhe Church-belongs unto the Biſhop ; 

| '  andtherefore he was to ſee that all rhe Presbycers did theic 

duties afſfign:dro them , and thar the minifterial aRs. nor al- 

lJotcedro apy ſpecial Presbyrer, were to be done by the Biſhop 
himſelf, or by himwhom he would appoint todo them, 

*  Byift. ad Eva Hierom mentions one thing proper to a Bilbop; whar doth 
 griam, a Biſhop ſaith he (excepting Ordinarion, ) whicha Presbyrer 
| doth -nor do > where he makech ordination of Presbytery to 

be the proper work of a Biſhop, which the Presbyrers were 
not ro perform (except perhaps in the Biſhops place, and 
by his commiſſion in ſome caſes of neceſſicy) as ſhall be ſhewed 
hereafter ; not thatthe Presbyters had nohand in Ordination , 
can. 3. butthat the principal at in it, was onely the Biſhops, For 

Sed ſolapropter thre Fourth Council of Carthage ſaith , when a Presbyrer is or- 
auttoritates dained, the Biſhop bleſſwg him and hotkding his hand- upon his 
ſummo ſacer- 11629, ler the Presbyrers alſo which be preſent, lay their hands 
es os by the hand of the Biſhop upon his head, Andir follows in 
" tio & con- {he fourth Canon: when a Deacon is ordained, ler the Bifh 
 ſecretiq veſer- alone which bleſſeth him) lay his hand upon his head,” becauſe 

-. wvataeſt, ne a he js not conſecrared ro the Priefihood, but to a Service, 

eg ©Where we ate to obſerve, thar the impolittorof the hands of 
A oncor. the Presbyters, is 2 condition amecedenr requiſite- to the 
* "diam ſolveret, conſecration of a Presbyrer, and ſo proper to ir, thatic may 
Scandala ge- not beuſed inche ordination of a Deacon, much leſs of any 
i. p51 "dt 4 other infector officer; the bleſſing is the attin'o dination, 

\ be cet. aſc. which is appropriated tothe Biſtop: And therefore ip the 
| - hag 5: tea Tecond Council of Hiſp-1x, the Presbyters and Deacons conſe- 
a2, 65G crated- by a Biſhop, who having fore eyes could7nor read, 

F « Were: 
o 


*. 


UMI 


: 41 Mr a=, wt” as 
were depoſed from the: degrees which they had ill gorren; a 
presbyrerhaving concrary tothe order of the Church cead the 
benediRion. | 

The Biſhop performed in the Church che chief offices of 


-preachivg and adminilir. tion of the Communion, if he plea- 


ſed; nove other being co doeirher io his preſence, bur by his 
call: ſomerime to ſhew his power, or ouc of envy, idleneſs, 
or diſd:in , he neicher would himſelt exhoce che 3 nor F 
require a presbyter ro do ir, Which great fault Hierons re- " he 6, wh 

roves ; in ſome Churches ( iaith he) is a bad cuſtome, thar yuy OY 
che Biſhop being preſenr, the presbyrers hold rheir peace, as 
thovgh che Biſhop envied or diſdained co hear chem, ' 

* Some other things were in ſome fort appropriated to the 
Biſhop , but were not made (o peculiar to him as ordination 
was ; nor werethey all of chem (o ancignt priviledges, nor of 
chat weight ; for-confirmition was the chietett of chem,which Grex.epip, 1.3. 
1d ſome caſes and places presbyrers might and did aſually per- £p. 26. conc, | 
form: The makiog of the Chriſm, the ſigning of che bapri- Carth.3.c.3 5, 
zedin the forehead with the ſign of the Croſs, conſecration pee yn 
of Vicgins, of the altar, &c, were ceremonies of leſs mo- "A 
ment, and ſome of them of a latter inftitution, 

Bur nocwithtanding chat che Biſhop had in ſome things a 

propriety , and in all things Ecclefiaflical a principalicy , yer 
the presbycers had a ſubordinate power ordinary or extraordi- 
nary in the one, and in the other ; for the Biſhop could ordain 
n5 pesbycer without che conſenc of che presbyrers, and the 
im oficion of their hands. Cyprian afhirmerh,ch:r che Clergy of 
Ryme pcefided with Cornelius their Biſhop, The fourth Coun- Oprien Ep. ad 
cil of Carthage prohibics the Biſhop co hear any mans cauſe Cornelius, 
withour the preſenc2 of his Clergy , and forbids him co give, can. 28 
ſell or chinge any ching belonging toche Church, withour cu 45, 
conſent and ſubſcription of the Clergy, And that there was 
not ſo great a diſtance bexgween the Bithop and presbyrers, as 
hath of larterrimes been kept , nor as is. berween a presbyrer 
and a Dzacon, doch appear by ſome Canons of the fame ancienc  Cax. 34. 
Council ,. which ordaip that the Biſhop fitting in avy place, 6. 35, 
ſuffer not a presbyter ro fiand : and that the Biſhop 1D the 


Churci fic amons the presbyters in.2 higher ſeat, bue _ -— 
; Fa) 


& 


#*t Lu 


nad { a / 


' _ _ boyſemuFknowhimſelfrobe a (ar companion) of che 
presbyters. Concerning - pos, hn a _presbyrer and 
Deacon, . the Canons of the Synod ſay, that a Deacon-is 
* Videconc.Ni- miniſter as. well-of the presbyters- as of che Biſhop ;- char a 
| cenum.C.1 4.6 Deacon in the convention of > Jobs rers may ſpeak -onely 
Arelat,1.6.21. when he is asked , and char he rot bur when he iscom- 
Can-37. Mmanded by the presbyter. Therefore ir may ſeem, thac if 
Can, 39. afrer 300 years fince che deceaſe of the Apoltles, ( at which 
-Can. 39 time the power of Biſhops was much etilarged)) there was no 
.__ more difference berween a Biſhop and a presbyter, che diffe- 
rence was far lefle at that time berween the Biſhop and the 
A Colledge of presbyters, then the birth of popery bath made 
| i» Eſai.c.3. hetweenthein. Hierom callgthe Colledge of presbyters the 
Biſhops Senate , intimaring thereby, that the Biſhopought ro. 
hear and determine E ical cauſes; in the preſence, and 
with the adviſe and conſent of his presbyters. Hence it was, 
1. 3..Zpif ., that; long before the time of Sr. Hierome » the holy Martyr 
e Joris "Cypriz(taving with conſent of the Clergy of theplace where 
be then was { beivy abſeor. from his own City and presbyrers ) 
ordained one a r, and another a ſ{ubdeacon, he) excuſerh 
himſelf by his-Lecrersto the Presbyrters of his own Cathedral, 
ſaying, that nothing new was done by him in their abſence , 
bur what was begun in their Common Council, was promoted 
by urgent neceſkty ; their Council therefore that was requiſite 
in ſotmall a matter , was much more neceſlary iv matters of 
greateſt weight, 
S$eF. 8. Ir is opportune here to conſider the famous queſtion, whe- 
-  theriache fic ———— of the Apoſtles preaching (fome- 
ching more orleſs.) the whole care of che Church did in com- 
mon belong to the Colledge of presbyters of every Church 
where no Apoſtle was preſent, nor Evangeliſt , nor any ſup- 
plying che " gas of an Apokile; or did the care and government 
of every Church ( except where ſome invincible hindrance 
withſtood) belengunco one as principal and head, and -co the 
| presbyrers onely as his Sevate and Counſellors > | 
Contra bereſ. The Anciencs vary inthis point : Epiphanixv and lome others 
Aerih, affirm,chat the office of a Biſhopwas inſtituted by theApoliles, 
' «-difiivptfromrheoffices of ei oy—, 
a 


b 


hd 
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' andprecbyrers.; and cher in all Chticches where fir men for that © #hs ſacers 
. office were found , they were ordaived/and fer over the pres- dam mw of p 
þyrers, and that the Senate of. presbyters did slone govern Here pms 
onely in ſome Churches where no man was found fir tobe made have” PAR 
a © op. p , CN i: 
| IF ; - 

Rinftionem digaitatum & officiorum, que tamim nrvun gradum vel ordin em neon pe hn h ut 
Archipreybyter , Epiſcopus , Archiepiſcopur, Patriarcha , pantifex ſionmus, qui ultra ſacerds- 
tlum non addunt ordinem nec gradum novum [ed ſolum dignitatem & officium, & ita Epiſcopatus 


prout concerns ordinem ſacer dotri bens poteſt dier ordo , ſed prout uithr contra ſacerds- 
tium dicrtur dignitatem quandam vel officinm Epiſcopi annexumser non eft proprit nomen ordinus 
nee noviis charatter imprimitur, nec nove peteſtas datur,ſed þ anpliatxy ; unde ficut 


nous recipit alias claves fic nec alium ordinem.: & hoc ſenſit magiſter Hugo (dS. Vittore ) & 
Matifter ſententiarum, Bonavent. in 4. di, 14.94. 3- Bt p -n0n ita froprie dicitur a- 
hiquis ovine xri cum promovetur in Epiſcopum, ficut cum promevetur in ſacerdotem,ſed magis pro- 
prie dicitur conſecrari , & poſtea---non datwv ibi nova potefias ſed ſolim pottftas ligandi &y 
ſoluends ampliatur. 

Solis ſacerdotibus datuy & in ordine ſacerdatals potefias clavinm , ſetliret quantum ad ſol- 
vendum & ligandum quaſi mediataribus inter Deun & ſubditas; $5 abjichdgur g-0d magis co u- 
venit poteſtatem clavium dari Epiſcopo in conſetratione Epiſcopi z dicenduus quad nequaquam » 
quia Epiſcophs non dicitur novum ordinem , nec in conſecrationem Epiſcogi datur nouus ords 
ſed tantum ampliater poteſias, Ales. Halen|. to. 4. de poteft. clavinm, q. 10,7. 8. a, | 

Probatum eft ( ſcilicet diſp. 1 40. c. 1.) inquitV aſques quod Hitronymus nullam conſtituat 
d ferentiam jure Divino inter Epiſcopatuamn & Presbyterioms ſed cenſeat jure tantum eccleſiaſtico 
diſcrimen fuiſſe intredufium, In 3. p. diſp. 142...8. 

Ego ſane ( inquit Vaſques ) ſuſpicor vehementer S. Thamamexiſtimaſſe conſecrationem cum 
qua confertur poteſias Epiſcopaiis jure humanoefſe intreduftam, In 3. p. diſp. 143. c. 2, 


Hierom and ſome other tzught, that the Apoſiles leftat the Epi/copes ſola 
firii the whole care of every Church, (where none of them or 94iatione 
their Vicegerents,or Evargeliits refided) untothe body of the ſaperiares off 
presbyrers of each Church , which exerciſed all Ecclefiaftical gy,,q8. ix x. 
powers-in common, uncil the presbyters begen to divide the xp, ad Tits. 
flock,1ndro make of one Church many Independent Congreg:- hom, 21, 
tions : For the avoiding of which inconvenience; the Churches Poſte SY ve 
unanimouſly agreed to commir the principal care of every -- re x. Fp 
Chncch unto one presbyrer, without whoſe conſepr the reſt of ,7pTim. c. 3. 
the presbyrers were not allowed to exerciſe avy part of their 
Ecclefiaſtical furQion ; apd to that advanced preabyter ſome-1x Ep.ad Tie. 
miniſerial aQs , and alſo.che dame of Biſhopwere alter ſome ©.2 .»%4 glef}. 
rime apptopiaced, HY, Eg er Kieran) £6: 23. 6 
were made by the. in{tioR of the :Devil; and that it was ſaid 
ameng 


| ceſſtatem, Ec- 
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; xpiſcopernm Of the Church to be ſubje& ro him who is ſer over chem, ſo 
Fregbyrererum tet Biſhops know themſelves co be grearec chev Presbyrers, 
cenſura” deſe- more by cultome ther by the cruch of Divine diſporion, an4 
vit. Hier. ad ought in common to rule the Church , imicating Moſes,who 
Demerriad. ven he might have alone ruled the people yer choſe other 
wich whom he would judge chem. 
_ The words of this ancient Farher need no explication; for 
rhey ſay plainly thar every Church ( meaning whereip.noextra- 
ordinary miniſter reſided, Apolile,or his Vicegerent) was at the 
TW ficft governed by the Colledge- of Presbyters, and that theic 
Duere in Ec- dividing one Church into mavy Independent Copgregations , 
as 15 oh firſt (that we cap find ) in Corinth, after, in many other places, 
Ms naſcop pur a neceflicy upon the Churches co provide a Convenientre- 
accipiat Spjri- medy again(t ſo dangerous a diſeaſe; which cemedy was the 
rum Sanflum ? Committing of every Church to one chief minlter , ro whom 
id faun re- the reſt were to be ſubordinate iv the manner betore ſpecified, 
ow tera .. Here obſerve, x. thar , according to. St, Heron, every Bi- 
ſacerdorii qua ſhop ought to rule the Church ip common with che p ers. 
ad legs ne- 2, that Hierow ſaith, that rhe decree of making one chuef in 


- Cclefin ſalus in ſummi [acerdotis & 217 ac veneratione confiſlit, cui ſion exors quedam ex 
” eb: bominibus ana Sanere poreſtus, tor in Tcelefbis efficientur ſcbiſmata quot ſa- 
 cerdetes, Inde venit, ut (ine chriſmate &> $ juſrone neque Presbyter neque Diaconns ſus 

| eg baytizandh, qued frequentsr (+ tamen neceſstas cogit) ſeimus licere leis, Hier. contra 


every 


SH den el dag ahenrn bk — 
on 6 ops to its beginning r 
of rhe Chorches in moſt parts of the then known worls 
3, that he affirmerh, that Paxlatir ( by litcle and lictle, or by 
degrees) the care of every Church was commitred to one ; 
whach dorh infirmare; thac the decree infſtirntivg « Biſhop was 
not in a Synod of the Apoſtles or Churches ; but enafted in 
every Church, firſt in ſome, then in other, and ina ſhore time 
in all , overall the world, in ſuch manner as a general cuſtome 
is creared ; and therefore he faich, that the Presbyrers are ſub- 
je ro the Biſhop by the caſtome of che Church, and the Bi- 
ſhop greater then chey, rarher by cnſtome then by the Lords 
diſpotxion, So Avgaftine writing to Hierome ; although (faich 
he ) —_— co the names of honour , which che uſe ( or 
cuftome ) of the Church harh kept , a Biſhop be grearer rhen 
a presbycer, yer Azguſfine ( a Biſhop ) is in many rthiogs in- 
ferior ro Hierome ( a presbyter: ) % modeftly and humbly 
doth the moſt pious and wiſe Biſhop Ang»#ine write unto the 
holy presbyrer Hierome , his clder in years, and his inferior in 
dignity, They that affirm Epiſcopacy ro be inftitnred by a 
Council , do not mean a Council taken in a proper ſenle, 
for the unanimons vores of the Charches decreeing the famne 
thing upon the fame gronnds and reaſons , which are the prin- 
cipal things reſpe&ted in a Conncit : and it is truely faid , illud 
nnumquodg, diciter quod eft principalizs in eo, Fourchly, it ſeerns 
confequent to Hirrow's aboye-cired diſcourſe , that it is noc 
certain, which ſome affirm, that Biſhops were ſer over che 
Churches before the time wherein Sr. Paw! wrote his firſt E- 
piftle co T :mothy, or his Epiſtle ro Tim, &c. ou of which 
Hrerome proves ho idenciry of Biſhops and presbyrers, and che 
government of the Church by the Colledge of presbyrers. 
Bur of the exa@ time of che ipfticorion of Biſhops it's not 
mach material ro know , ſceivg all agree; ic was made in the 
time of the Apoſitfes, By fome' of thoſe places cired by htm, 
it's likety he incendgd onely to prove the name Biſhop to be 
common at that time as welf co presbyrers as to their fapertor 
Ecclefiaftical officers, 

Bnc it mighr be chought char Frerome in this macrer —_—_ 
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dis himſelf, becauſe. elſewhere he (aich, chat James. che 
brother of ouc Lord was ſtatins ( quickly ) after our Lords paſ- 
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fion ordained by the Apoliles Biſhop of Jer»ſalems, and that he 
ruled rthac Church for 30 years, until che hang ©. of 
Nero : unto this difficulty another may be added, (hewipg a 
ſeemipg contrariety iv this learned Pather's ſpeeches con- 
cernivg che infticution of Biſhops ; which is , that here he 
afficmeth the Epilcopacy to be an Ecclebaſtical and ſo an hu» 
mane conſticution, and in another place that ic is an Apoſtoli- 


 Wpilt. ad Ev6- cal traditiov. It is not hard to reconcile theſe ſeeming can- 


crary expreſſions : for firſt, we mult confider Epiſcopacy or 
government. by one as chief among the presbyrers,to have been 
either extraordinary, ( managed by one excraordinary perſon, 
which was not by any ordinaty cule of the Church to have a 
ſucceſſour, ) or ordinary, in the. hand of one perſon, which , 
by a Canen of the Church, was to have a ſucceſſour : an A- 
poltle preſent in avy Church had power over the presbyrers , 


and the preheminence in all ſacerdoral duries above them in, 


that Charch, Of Apoſiles ſome were primaty, as the twelve , 
other ſecondary ; and theſe were eicher indeed (as well as in 
pame) Apoſtles, oronely becauſe they were converſant with 
the Apoſtles and their helpers , and many times left by them 
in ſome Churches, or ſent co them as their Vicegerents , ſuch 
were Timothy, T itms, Linu, Clemens, &c, all thele by their A- 
poſtolical funRionzor by verrue of their Vicegerency, had the 
principal rule in the Ghurches wherein they abode , even 
then, when in all other Churchesxthe Colledge of the presby- 
rers took the care of all, hayivg no Superior conſtantly, reli 
dent over them. Afterward , when upon occafion of the 
 presbyters abuſing their power by reaſon] of the Apoſtles ab- 
ſence; to the begerting of Schiſmes, the Churches by Apoſto- 
lical conſent agreed co give in every Church a prin.ipality to 
one presbyter aboye the reſt ( which in ſome time after had 
the vame of ( Biſhop) made proper to him, and was made an 
ordinary officer in all Churches; ) then the Apoſiles and rheic 
Vicegerents in the Churches of their reſidence had the power 
over the Cotledge of presbyters , not ovely by theic Apoſtle- 
ip or Vicegerency , but alſo by the new decree, and inſti- 
rution 


® 


LIMI 
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rution of an ordinary Epiſcopacy, Now,becauſe ic was thought 
fic by the Apoſtles that yay e's peu aa} 
that nor long after the aſcenſion of our Saviour) ic might cruly 
be ſaid y that he was then ordained, that is, conftituced Bi- 
ſhop (excraordipar y) in that place for ſome particulir feaſons 
taken from conſideration of ſome particulac condition of thac 
place , whoſe Epiſcopacy afcerward was continued for the ge- 
netal reaſon of preventing Schiſmes ; and conſequently of an 
extraordipary-Epilcopacy. was made an ordinary Epiſcopacy , 
which was to paſs to ſucceſſors. The ſame proportionably 
mukt be ſaid 'of the Epiſcopacy of St, Peter in Rome and Axtioch, 
of Timethy in Epheſme, of Titxe in Crete, of Linus and Clengens 
it Rowe, and ſo of ochers: all of which were fickt Biſhops ex- 
craordinary , and afcer the general decree chey were alſo made 
as ordinary Biſhops in the Churches where the decree found 
them excraordinary Biſhops, Hierems doth in mapy places 
ſpeak as one that ſuppoſed Biſhops to be above Presbyters be- 
fore the makipg of that decree; bur his meaning was not, that 
ordinary Biſhops were before it (tor then he had.contradited 
himſelt) bur the extraordinary, 

It the reft of the Fathers be ſo underftood ( as ic 1s not very 
imp:obable bur chat many of chem may ) the ſeemipg ditfe- 
rence bzeween him and ſome of them may be perhaps in the 
main. reconciled, Theodore ſaith , that Biſbops 10 the lie 
rim? of the Apoſtles were called Apoſtles, the name of the 
extraofdinary Biſhops being alſo communicated to the ordi- 
ary Biſhops, who alſo hadſome appearaice of beipg Vicege- 
rents unto thoſe twelve general Paſtors of chenniverial Church 
while chey lived, as they were counted their ſucceſſors after 
theic deceaſe. | : af 

Astothe other ſeeming contrariety is Sr. Hurom's writings 
affirming the ordinary Epiſcopacy to be of Eccleſiaſtical and 
humane inſtitution and alſo of Apoſtolical tradicion, it 1s 
ll Ther th Gina Epiſ di 
- | Buſt, That the ordinary Epiſcopacy is not a primary tradi- 
tion of: the Apoſtles bur © cu Chonchas ; to whoſedecree the 
Apoſtolical approbation added no new fan&ion , bur ratified 
che authority of the Churches as prudently exerciſed in making 
that conſticution; D 2 Secondly, 


E. #lt. 


C.7. &1, 4. 


dirion 


chem, patterns , which che Churches had an eye unto 
for their | ion ave encouragement in the framing of 
rhar decree; hoping ther the good of peace; preſerved where 
the extraordinary Epiſcopecy was placed, wonld be beft main- 
rained ip fl when the like government ſhonld be 
ſerled in alt to continne by ſucceſſion. Thirdly, the ancient 
Fathers affirm many eccleſiaſtical obſervances co be of divine 
or Apoſtolica} inftirurion or tradition , upon other grounds 
cher may deyvet 2 cerrain belief of rheir betog cevely divine or 
apoſtolicat, eAnyouſtive faith; thar whatſoever the untverſal 
Church holdeth, and 1s not found in foltowing Councils con- 
ftirmed, bur always retaintd , is moſt righaly believed co'be 


| De bape, contra Gefjyered by the Apoſtolick auchoriry. Hierom afficmech 
Donatft, 1. 2, ye many things, which are by traditiop obſerved in abe 


Churches , have nſurpedto themtetves the aurhocicy of a Di- 
vine law;zs it bapriſm},co immerge the head thrice,and then ro 


Adverſus Lu- rat the concord: of milk and honey; to fignifie infancy : and. 


' -biferiands. 


on the Lords day, andin all the Penrecolt not to pray kneelivg 
norco faft, Conflantinethe greatexhorrerh, all ro embrace the 
decree of the Nreeve Coincit concerning the ſerrime. of the 
celebration of the Feaſt of f£xftty, av 2 gift of God, and a 
Commandement fenr down from heaven : for whatſoever is 


[.3, 4. ; - - 
” decreed it the holy Conncils of Biſhops , that ought ro be 
. - afcribed rothe divine will, | Hierons in another mow faith , 


ler every one pi_erly rnopebes the ancients'to/be Apoſto- 


Heron E6-25. ext laws, © tis not ro bedoabved (ich Leo Biſhop of Ree) 


bur that every Chriftian obſervance is of divine erndition; and 


| "oy je- thar wharſoever is received by rhe-Church inco 2 ciattome of 
| jun, Pemecoft, devotion, proceeded from the Apoftolick eradicioo, and the 


Dodrive of rhe holy Spirir. The Bathersuſe very frequently 
ta afhrm ſome inſtitucions or rices to be divine or Apottolictls 
becauſe they ſecmedagreeeble coiandebenr lawfulneſs dembn- 
firable by, theold Teffamem, che Goſpels, or Apottolick 
piftſes: So the Lent Faſt is by them ſaid ro be of Apodlical 
and Divine tradition, becauſe ir ſees av imication' of- hor 


Apoſtolick , becauſe ic tack an appearance: of being 26 itni- 
txtion'of Jolwthe Baprith&c,. pug 
Teleſphores (who flour 


Faſt (alt indeed it had a' much later beginni 
Wn td nf rar arranger 6 nr ear at 


So thac many infticures were conored Apoſtotick , becauſe ) 
them. Whenee Hicrows and others mcimaces thac Epiſcopicy pai, wie, 
1 mens voor errno tar his Os or of the 
Apoſttes and 7 0 Diſci affirming-Biſhops to be ſuccefſors. 
Oki: andthe Apoſtles and Presbycers 'the ſucceſſors of 


ſome example of reaſon of rhe Fcripruce did feem ro reatranc 


the Sony of Aarov and of the 7o Diſciples. 


2s 7 2” | 
Fourrhly, ir is 4gerrain cruch}, acknowledyed by zll che 


learned, that the Apoſttes were authors a well of local and 
remporary or univerſal} and ordinances, tires, or 
ceremonies 25 of univerſal and perperoat: 'for were 
inſpired by the Holy Gheft infaltibly ro;difcern bock- the 
preſent condition'( elthough variable ) of fome oc all rhe 
Churches required, and what wpots reaſons atifing from an- 
vatiabte grounds and circartiarces was needinl co be obſerved 
in all the Charches of Chriſt : / Polycarpas- ( 4 bearer of che A- 
poles, and by St. Jehw made Biſhop' of Swyrze:) celebrarecd 
the Paſche in the fourteerith-moow, and ſo did chereſt of Afis 
2nd ſome of the Exft : obſerving ic-the fame crime with the 
Jews, movedtherers by the councenance- awd exampie of Sr, 
fobn the Apotile ; but Amcerms Biſhop of Renee /(whoftourith- 
edinhe hiferime of Polycarp )' and generally che Charches 
of the Weſt; doe Ferft-ac eBother time, ant. onthe Lords 
day , induced therero as 'rhey affeemed by the tradivion arid 
examplevof 'Sr, Prrey rhe Apofile,” We cannot with redſon 
and charity rhink ther either 


rant of fhe rink when Pay in the ef br Jobs ia dfte ob- 


-ſerved'rhit Feaſt) © being” an eye witneſs of whac 
rhe Apotte Sr." Fob» did, and Ameetw being 2 hearer of che 


heaters of Chmen, who wal comeriiporary-with the Apoſtle 
"_ | ng * 


Monechiirg is affirmed to be 


rn —— 
er-the de- Picwn. 
ceaſe of Sr. Jobwthe Apoſle)co be theauthor of the Quedrage- 7" nt. 


; wich che s ad Apud Evſeb, 
Eift; or Anitetmo with the Weſti#s Chilrehes 3 could be igno- & Iren. 


2T . 
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1319, 1320, 


| Sc; Pater; or that they would 
'. which he had: nor. 


x308.et1318, 


Sena 
ampuring 4 faſt gogirher Apolile 
| or. donez':eſpecially, ſeeing. 4he' uocruth, 'o0n 
either fide, mighthive been confured by actrouſand witneſles ; 
wherefoce we muſt zudgerhis co be ap evident example of a va- 
tiable lickipficuriop,] might inltapce ip part ofthe A- 

decree tbe 14 chaprerot the i.e Att of the Apoliles, 
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wnRtors of Epiſcopacy and nor- che 
Church; yer ifir cannot appeate £0 be a conſtitution buile upon 
perpetyiall ceaſonyaptiimitenaure independing on_ variable 

circumſtances, ic may;poſſibly be changed by the Church, 
Hereic may be: de by what members of 'it ſelf did 
the-univerſal Church abrogate the Presbyterian and infticure 
Epiſcopal Government ; and what power was taken from the 
Presbyters by that; abrogation.2 For anſwer co theſe demands, 
we-muſtdiftingniſhberweenthe power given to miniſters, to 
doe ſome things ;-as to preach,baptize, ordain Paſtors, excomu- 
nicate,abſolve, &'c, avd ſecondly; the. free exerciſe of. thoſe 
ads, and thirdly, the regulation of che exerciſe of chem, as to 
the perſons about whom, time yehen,che place where, the man- 
.ner,decency, &c, Tothe regulation belong, x, The making of 
laws concervipg thedug exetciſe ofche/power,agreeable ro the 
divine laws, and ſecondly the ſuperintendents of the execution, 
and thirdly chegxecutors, of them, As for the power, ic doth 
pot 


# * « 


nor appear, that 


* 


'of that was 


. deprived of any part of ic, chat muſt be 


Q:dination, and not an 


takes fron rhe P 
their Colledge by the inſtiturion of cy; if 


| Bs 


F 
. 


ge Biſhops) nor for 


were 

of Presby- can,1z, 
cers ; burche Council of «Acre ſeems to. demonitrare, thar 
the power ot ordaining Paſtors did and doth remain io them, 
which chey did exerciſe by the leave, and in the place ot the Z: $yn0d4 Ax. 
Biſhop which Could nor at his pleaſure give them, but ſuppo- 
ſed the power: concinuing in them, The words of the Council 
berheſe (according tothe Greek Original and not their vulgar 
cranſlarion) ir is- not lawful (ſay the Fathers of thar Synod) 

« forthe Chorppiſcopi (Countrey, or Villa 
the Presbyrers of che Ciry ro ordain Presbycers or Deacons, 
unleſs that be commicred to rhem by che Biſhop (being abſenc 
in another Dioceſs)by his lerters, Andtherefore the Churches 
decree conſticutivg Epiſcopacy, abridged the Presbyters whe- 
ther dividedly, or conjunRly conkidered, bur onely irvthe exer- 
Cile of their power. Surely it muſt bebeleeved;that no ordination 
would be made by the Apolilesexcellivg the ordination which 
our Saviour celebrated,breathing upon tns Apoſtles &c, and gi- 
vivg them a comiſsion to reach, &e. with promiſe tobe with 
themunto the worlds end,whereby the Presbyrers were victual- 
ly ordained 2nd cofhifſibnared ascruly as the Biſhops,and there- 
fore received thereby as much power as they in reſpe& of the 
kind and natare ; which hinders not, but that the exerciſe of 
ſome part of irmighr be taken from many of the p2rſons ordai- 
ned, But ſome perhaps may ſay,thatChriti in that ordinarion or- 
daioed in the Apotiles ſome as elder Brethren, and others as the 
younger, yet hence ic will follow; that the kind and wacure of * 
the ordination is the ſame in all;(asthe nature of the Father'is 
io all his Sons) and that onely a pripcipallicy in the haviog and 
exerciſe of ic belonys to the Biſhops; which is granted, Others 
may ſay farcher, tharChriſt inordarving the Apoſtles did vir- 
tually ordaip {ome as the Sons of the Apoſtles, and others as 
their.grand-children; if this can be well proved, it will indeed 
evipce, that the power of ordination, as well asche-exerciſe of 
ic, is proper to the Biſhops; but uncil ir be made clear, thar this 
was the primary meaning and intention of Chriſt in chart At of 

& onely of a conſequence occalionz! 
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the | presbycers 


The members of che Church, which made the decree of 

and limized the pſc of the Eclefiaftical power, inthepres- 
bp mer the grener pumber of the presbyters chemſelves 
which remained 4n the unity of the myſtical body with the 
greater pait of the people ;_avd the Authors of ic by way of ap- 
probation and confirmation: were the holy Apoliles, The Apo- 
Mes and Presbyrers, in the effeftipg of ir, exerciſed the ordi- 


Bef!. 'conſtit. nary, Vicary Authority, which they had as bei their ordi- / 
mona, &, 22. _—_ made ihe Vicegerencs of the Cy we Chuilt 


2, Cor. 5- 20, 


Baſ. l, rep. 72. 
: C, I, 


Jeſus (copldered only as Mediator) according to his own ſay- 
1pg;he that heareth you, hearth me and be that deſpiſeth you-de (pi 
ſeth wie,& the faying.of the Apolile, we are Emb. fader: for Chriſt 
and we pray you w Chrifts fead be ye recovciled ra God, That autho- 
rity whes ic is dye ly exerciſed qught co be obeyed, And becauſe 
presbyrers may erre in the of it, a ſpirir of diſcerning 
noxious dectrines and conkitutions is given to Chrittians to 
examine and uiie,wuh command to reject the evil and receive 
the good : which gaod, if the majar pure refuſe; beipg by rheir 


Aug. de temp, Paliary propounded to themthey may do irbpop their peril, & 


ſer. I43. 


aa they will avſwer it to God ; unity and peace iptercedivg and 
w_— ing _ = papamarrag contri or _— 
2941 civil higher power , ar the major part of the pec- 
pac ; Ge Uhaxfors qr deny a1 my be ada 
w$19 , be, ve of the \upreme magiſtrate, 
it he be. a Cluitiian, propounded tothe peopte, that theix CON- 
{em beipg givev,the minifletial auchoricy may make rhem 
laws Ecclefutiically obliging , if no higher authority hinder, 
Before theſe Law-rakers conftunced Epiſc , every ſin- 
gular Pregbyrer. was to 2 according to the direfians ind 
rules of the Presbyterian dare. which was the Chnrch 
Law-giver, and ſuperineendenr of the execuion, having the 
lupseme dignicy upder the Mediator, andpreheminence 15 all 
things properly Ecclefialtical, What is ſpoken concerning 
the. 067; nr te rey mult be applied proportionably to 
the fevecal '0f+hem inthe Dioceſan, provincial; impe- 


rral, 


Liturgies z Rites, &c. 
rial, of univerſal Church, The decree confticuing Epiſco- 
PaCy took from the Colledge ics high dignity and prehemi- 
nence, and conferred it upon one, and ſo divided the exetciſe 
of the Legiſlative power among the Biſhop and the Colledge, 
that the one might nor duely uſe it wichour the other, For 
alrhough che dignity and precedency of che Biſhop may give 
more weight ro his vote, yer'is the Vicary authoricy ( which 
cannot be ſeparated from Presbyrers as long as they be Pres- 
byrers) as cruly exerciſed in their votes, whether in deciding 
controverhies of faich , or making of Canons, &c, as itis in 
the Biſhops vote : Which is manite(t , as by many ceſtirnonies 
of antiquity y ſo by rhe practiſe of our Engliſh Synods, which 
are conformable, in the ſubſtance, to the beſt and moſt ancievr 
cobſticution of Councils. The ſpperimendency , which che 
_ Colledge had over che execucian of all Eccleſiaſtical duties 

and ordinances, was chiefly in the Biſhop , yer ſo as wighouc 
his Presbyrers he could not regnlacly hear and decermine Ec- 
clefiaſtical cauſes, as before was ſhewed our of the fourth Coun- 
Cil of Carthage, and might be further demonſtrated our of Sc, 
Cypriay and other apcient writers, : 

Every (uprem- civil power on earth, as Gods Vicegerent, 
is bound to advance, and preſerve the trne Religion , ſo far 
asthe light of nature can manifeſt it, or divine reyelation doth 
make ic known unto him : ſothaca King, which hath em- 
braced Chtiſtian Religion { which alone is che true Religi- 
on ) is obliged ro maintain ir, and to cauſe that the Chriſtian 
duties be by all in their ſeveral-Rations and charges duely per- 
formed; andtherefort a Chriſtian King isa Tay ar above'the 
Ecclefiatical Law-makers ; but ſo,that he ought not to hinder 
the due exerciſe of their legiſlative power, and mrke laws 
purely or properly Ecclefiaſtical , without their concurrence in 
Counſel and conſent : but by his Laws and power, partly to 
cauſe them ro meet for the due exerciſe of their duty, partly to 
maintain 'anpd Rrepgrhep their right - proceedings in perfor- 
- mance of their office, and laſtly(if rheir Edits be cofiftanc with 
the peace of rhe common-wealth, and meer for the edification 
of the Charch) to perfe& and make them fulland complete laws 


by purtipg the hand abd ſeal of hishigheR Vicary agg.” "7 
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erents' to the reſolves of the ſubordinae; Vicar 
tte Vicegerems.ob on bleſſed Mediator, aq Mg. 


authoricy © 


diator Godand man, the Lord: Jeſus: Chriſt, God: igaGad-of 


order, and hath ordaivedtharthis-uvity and barmeny. between 
cheſe rwo aurhoritiesſhouldi be: firmly kept, athecwiſe: by. a 
ſupive negle# of dury or þy-a0:.cxarbit; Si90) 0D. ei- 
rher fide, ap # anne aces. bath-of = nora and _— 
are equally in davgerof being brokev. The. propounding f the. 
ty "5 fo in decifien of controverhes, or of pray 18 BON 
Eecxpediencorneceſſaryrozdificatiomareats ofreligion moſt 
proper to the Biſhops, and presbycers ; the: firſt: ary act. of the. 
przdication of the goſpeli;the other an adt of ecclefaſtical,Go- 
vervment, The civg of cherruthiand ordinances ſean, to 
be profitable rogether with the confirming of. themby; his: de- 
cree and ſaniomoraddition (where: he ſeeth it needful) of. a 
reward or mul&, isthe part of a Chriſtian Prince diſcerning 
upop due ſearch, the truth andiche- uſafulneſle, of the; ordin2n- 
ces propoundec unto him ; whoſe embracivg is hisa& of ſubje- 
Aion to Chriſt ; and'confirmation and {wdtion, ana of his Vi- 


' Cary authoriry, To make laws be{towing: civil gifts-or. privi- 


Chryſoſt.in 2. 
Cor.hom.1 s, 

&c. 
Set, 11, 


ledges onthe Churchy and ordaining civil puniſhmems for. of- 
fences commitred againftChriſtian-religionand Eccleſiaſtical 
Capons,and conſtituting Cburts forthe Cognizance offuch cau- 
ſe andthe execution of-thoſe-Laws; iy: the: peculiar and; pro- 

work of a Chtiftiar-King, which he may well doe: wichour 


wr ity of Biſhops and presbyters; but which hemay beſt 


dog with cheir grave advice and counſel, =» 
In the unanimous Votes of the Kings Majefiy, the hogon- 
rable. Bouſes 'of Parliament, andthe venerable c ; 


onvogation, 
all:-Powers andiinterefts are fully-ſatisfied; whether: in: daciſian 
of controverſies inteligion, or makiog Ecclefiaſtical-Canons,, 
or.anp thelike Ecclefiaftical'marters; becauſe: rhey, are: the: can- 
juy& Vores of all the concerned; ] 
| Before the civil. Magiſtrate became- Chriſhan, the: Clergy: 
and:people. according ro their ſeyerall rights, concurred par- 
ſonally, in tlie cledions of 


this remained in uſe undermanyChriſtiao Emperors and Wings, 
unctiliSbr the ayoydivg of contention: and: (Chiſmes;and 


[many 


and: Presbycers; and: ' 


abuſes 


* is © 


Si Ss 


Patrons didindeed ip fome places pur in whom they pleaſed ,.. , Epi8. 
_ confuſion rhis'was very ufually done in E»gland; but this cu- ad Zyiſcopes 


by the ancients , was Baſile ; who being made Biſhop, offered vrac, 


abuſes (which'becatife fymilizr co popular eleGions tn 4 Cor- 
rypred fare df the 'Chiureh)) and for viz emconragement. of 
Pripces, Nobles ah#orthers to eretand endow Churches, ic 
ſeemed goodro Kings in'cheir Partiamenes, and withithe con- 
vocation'or Yynotfot theBiſhopsand Clergy , 'to ardain, 'thar 
Kings ſhould prefent ro'the'Colledge of Prevbyrers, meer per- 
ſons to be choſen and mite !Bifhops , end meer Prezbyrers. £© 
che Biſhop for fuch Churches as they had buile andendowedd; 
and that all other perforisthodlt infike manderprefent rorthe 
Biſhop a fir perfon for the Chorch'which they hadendowed. 


withour the Biſhops cotifenr, and for ſome rime of publick g,,,.4. 7 


Rome was no'tw , 'as fore would have ir, becauſe ic was 'an Anglie, 
unreaſonable criftorne , #nd deftruftive co'rhe Church, and 
therefore 'always cconcradifted in all Conncils where occafion 

was giver toTnentiod it, | 

All humane laws have their mixcure of ſome bad with 'mz- 
ny good: And certain it is, that our Eccleſiaſtical laws have 
mary imperfeQions ; and their ambiguous halting berween 
the papal'Canon-taw, (whence their interpretation hath been 
wont to be'ferched) and the laws of the Realm, isnor rhe leatt ; 
which hach beret ove of the principal occaſions of ſome 'a&- 
ings, which"mate the Clergy much abhorred by many , and 
I LY cahmicies upon the Civil and Eccleftaſtical 

are, 

The antient ptire Epiſcopal government is much chanzed, ; 
andrhe beptanioy of eats wee > hredayes: forin + 13. | 
the fourth Century the Biſhops #nd Ptesbyrers 'began'ro ad- | 
vance Arch-presbyrersavd Arch-deacons to forte patriof the 
exerciſe of the Eccleſiaſtical goveturnetr, The fitt Arch- on. C0 
deacon we read of was Cecilianw , who reproved Excilhs a rich j, ;, 
_— woman , which prngs Home —— vexed, became afrur- 
ward a zexlous promocrix of 'the 'Schiſm of ithe Domnatiſts. 6,4, 1uxzary, 
The firſt Arch-presbyter,tharl can remember ro'be mentioned tn /aud, Baſt. 


that hohour to his old friend*Gregory , after the Biſhop of 
Nazianzirm, Bur theſe were atthartime burin ſorne Churc 
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© 4 Treatiſe of the Primitive Epiſcopacy, 
and atedonely in place of the Biſhops and Presbyters and ac 
cher pleaſure; whereas their power in time increaſed , and 
afret ſome hundreds of- years, the Canons gave them an. ordi- 
juriſdigion , ereRed cheir Courts, added pew names of 
Eccleſiaſtical judges , as Deans, Chancellors, Commidlacies, 
 &c, andfilled them with pumerous attendants, which were 
mokly ro live by the fins. of the people, If cheſe had been 
Officers onely of the civil nes to execute the power 
which is proper to him over all perſons, and inall cauſes Ec- 
cleſiaſtical , the Church could not in reaſon haye been charged 
with their miſcariages: but becauſe they exerciſed with rhe 
fortner , a&ts of the power proper to Bilhops. and Presbyrers, 
and in which the civil magiſtrate had onely a ſaperimendency 
over them » all cheic miſdoings were aſcribed to the Biſhops 
and the Clergy : their Coutts heard the cauſes of excommu- 
nication , adjudg'd a perſon to excommunication, and cauſed 
a Presbyter, no judge in the cauſe , ro excommunicate the 
patty : whereas Chriſt by his Apoſtles made them judges in 
his place as well to hear the cauſes of the ſpiritual cenſures, as 
ro execute the ſame by the ſentence of excommunication. 
The ſpiritual cenſures are ſpiricual remedies, and the Paftors 
of the Church, are under Chriſt the Phyſicians; how.then can 
it be congruous , t o imploy one chat is no Phyfician to ſearch 
andtake knowledge of the dileaſes.of che Soul, and leave only 
the application of: the remedies co the Phyſicians > io the 
hearing of the cauſes of ſpiritual cenſures, paſtoral aCts are 
to be exerciſed ; as of teaching, of redargution of fin, and 
convi@ion, which prepare the offendor for the due and. pro- 
firable receiving of the ſpicicual Phyſick; which a&s are all 
wanting where « perſon chat is: or condemneth a finner 
to be excommunicated by a Paſtor. 

There is another miſchief that accompanies the mixture in 
ope and the ſame perſon of the exerciſe of aRF purely mini- 
terial and aRts proper to the civil magiſtrate in ſpiricnal cau- 
ſes (as itis in Arch-deacops and che like ) that is , commu- 
ration of. pxnance (asto:take ſo much money, a. Cow,a Horſe, 
andthe like , as it hatch beenuſed) be icinprecence of giying 
it to the poor, where ſuſpenſion or NGOINENA AY 


Liturgies » Rites ,, &C. 
the Apoſtolical ojdinances to have beer exerciſed, If the 
power proper to the minilters, & the power proper tothe ma- 
viftrate were ip diſtin perſons, this coo frequent abuſe would 

well ayoyded ; For the ſole ſpiritual power is not ro medle 
with body or purſe: Cudgelling, whipping, impriſoning fiving, 
ſcandalous finners were not at all in uſe before the times of. 
Chriftianv Emperonrs. And as to the redemption of the 
wholeſome ſeverities, which the pznicents were enjoyned 
 willipgly to exerciſe upon themſelves, ic was not uſzd until 

about the end of the fifc Century, 
I might mention other miſchiefs, asthe intollerable abuſe 

of excommunication for very ſmall offences ( of old con- _ . 
demned in the Canons of the Church ) nnder precence of con- __ _ 4 
rumacy, or the like: Bur I am weary of raking inthis puddle, g 9. Epift. 
where the many dependences upon thoſe Courts ſeemed to re- 87. | 
quire exotbitances, that every one might have: a tolerable 
livelyhood. If the excreſcencies, which the corcuptions of 
the times made to adhere to the primitive Epiſcopacy, were 
cut off, and the ſpiritual juriſdiion reſtored to the Biſho 
and Presbyters, ic is. not to be doubted , but that our bre- yp x $677 
thren who diſlike the Epiſcopacy im its preſent conſtitution , per duarsr'- 
and the more, becanſe they took an oath. ( whether well or ill 9% 7&y 
I ergo) ro endevour the abrogation of ic, would be abun- _— _ 

dantly ſatisfied wich the Apoſtolical Epiſ-opicy, where one ys 

was ordained for the union & ſtrengthening of the juriſaiction dj) zryegi- 
of Presbyters:- for the defence of which Epiſcopacy, they Copy, mw» IN 
had taken a former oath in the ſolemn Proceitarion, which, as /Sxaandr 
taken lawfully and in lawful things, maketh all contrary, oaths cen ; 
unlawful co be after either c br kept. ne yetp — | 
Although the Apoftles or 'no governing Elders beſides 6 vir@ ne} 

rhe Biſhop aid preaching Elders , yer the primitive Epiſcopa- #id\r6%, 414- 

cy will well bear, thatſome lay Elders be joyned co the Pregs- *** £4775 #n- 

bycery, and in every pariſh, ( where fir perſons may be had, ) 0s n "xg 

to help the Biſhop and Presbyrers in the inſpetion of man- ,gercuricy: 
nets, in the inftruRtion of the ignorant , iD brotherly admo- Or@as, oc. 

nitions and reproofs , and in giving notice to the Biſhops and k«Ave 4 

Presbyrers of the ſcandalous offences ,' to be proceeded againſt $7017 5,05. 

ip an Eccleſiaſtical order, and alſoto repreſent the people and gate s 

voje for-them ; where cheir conſent is require, Here : 
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2d A Treatife of the Primetiive Epiſcopacy » 

| -Here'Tdefire ic may be nored , char when I ſpake of Pres- - 
Conc. Neote- byters which were the Separe'of the ancient Biſhops , Iun- 
ſar.cum Ep.7. derftood not all and every one ſubje& unto the Biſhop, but the 
gore" py more ancient, grave, pious, learned, diſcreet and moderate of 


byrers. 
Set, 13, : Some diſlike the civil hononr wherewith godly Kings have 
| dignified our reverend Prelates : truely , if the raking of ic 
had made them leſs able ro fulfil the office of preaching .che 
Goſpzl, or did widen the diſtance berween them and the 
Predbyeers, or made them leſs acceſſible by or condeſcending 
totherr flock,orjecclipſed the yeneration due to their Co-pres- 
byrers, or involved them in civilaffaires, whicholl the anciepr 
" Canons forbid , the addition of that honour were not-to be 
liked: bur it is evident enough to the eye of every impartial 
judgement, and the lives of many moſt holy Biſhops have 
made ir good , that it any of theſe evils happen'd from the 
receiving of that dignity , as too often hath been ſeen, ir 
proceeded from the evil of the perſon, and not from the in- 
nbcent Honour , which y-:5 conferced upon them by pious 
Princes our of theic love to Chili «wi his Ambaſſadors , the 
berrer ro-preſerve them from the contempr of the wicked , 
(who regard no goodneſs belides the civil and worldly) and to 
enable chTbercer co maintain the great intereſt which.io civil 
things belongs to the Eccleſiaſtical, eſtate , and that the great 
"Council of .a Chriſtian Kingdon.. ſhould nor fit wichout gi- 
vipg'the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt an honourable place and pri- 
viltedoe among them , that io them Chritmight be ſeenro be 
.rhe more preſent , and their ready ſpiritual Council might pre- 
vent ſome proceedipgs not well agreeing with the iptereſt'of 
religion and the laws of Chrift, which wichour them :mighr 
more eaſily. happey. Buc what was done ina heat, maybe un- 
done in a milder cemper. renews who was borowithin very 
few years after the deceaſe of the Apoſtles faith, 'thac the 
Church nouriſhed ſuch presbyters, of whom che Propher Gt 


I will give thy Pcinces.in- peace and chy: Biſhops in: rigt r2ouſ- 
neſs , where-this: ancient Father: dath: ſhew thar Bilbops be 
pripces. And ſo: doth: Hierom upon the: ey; » the- propher 
('@ath he) calleth:che future princes of t 


e Church Biſhops. Ea, 6+. 17; 


Ic is ther very: congruons that. the Chriſtian Kings ſer over Secund.70,m- 
chele Ecclehiitica] princes: andby theic miniftery made par- pres. 


takers of che czletti:kdignitics, ſhould im a. certain way of 
retribution digmifie ther wich! ſome-eminent degree of civil 
honour , which cannot be well ſupported withour ſome pro- 
portionable-revenue. 

The Holy Scripturetells us, that it isa morebleſſed thing 
to gives then'to receive: Surely Gad-wauld haveevery of the 
presbyrers of: rhe Church: enabled {or that bleſſed work of gi- 
ving , over and above a: convenient maintenance'for Wife and 
Children, whictk the Apoftle ſuppoſethcobe-in cheicfamilies, 
for whom they are bound to provide; or in: the: judgmenr of 
the ſame Apoitle ro be deemed to: have-deniedthe faith, and to 
be worſe-chen iofidels. And'if every- Pregbyrer ought to be 
thus provided for ( if poſſible) then cthe-elder Brethren ſhould 
have a double portion, befidesthe proportion which their ci- 
vil dignicy doth require; and where any of the reſt are indued 
with'morce excellent miniſterial: gifts. it's very” convenient 
they ſhould have:a larger meaſure: 6f the macrer and infiru- 
ments: requiſire: for the: tuii ex2rcne of rheir more: excelling 
vertnes, Wh:vthe revenuc:of the reverend Biſhops is, I do 
not know , but 1 have good reaſons affure methar ir if nor 
exceſſive, atwhich:2ny would grudg or envy, except thefſacri- 
legious truckers, which wouldibave the reverend Clergy live 
upan their leavivgs and (craps, Cerrtain-ic is rimt the maince- 
nance of many-hundreds off P woyrers is fo-ſmailchacthey can 
ſcarſe feed and: cloath their Farmilies, ſo that when rthey- die, 
many Hoſpicals might be filled with their poor Wires and' 
Childrem Avod if no bercer provifion'be made for the poor 
Curesand Vicarages,. itwere: av eminent wotk'of charity' to. 
ere andendow- nr I > to poor Miniſters Wivesand: 
Children, This arving'ot Chrifts Ambaſfladoucsis the ſhame 
andgrext fin. of the Kingdome: Bur now: it ische: hope-and 
expeRation of all:go0d' mew, thachigſacred/Majeſty and _ 
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moſt honourable houſes of parliament will providea yy 
for this miſerable diſeaſe of che Chutch , for it's onely an act 
of parliament that can ſurely, ſweerly, and fully cure ic, 

There be not a few who complain again the canonical 
oath : concerning which I car find no mention until about the 
year 813, whereinthe Fathers of the ſecond Council of Ca- 
bilon ſay , it is ſpoken of certain of our brethren thar chey 
compel them whom they are co ordain to ſweat that they wall 
do nothing againlt the Canons, and that they will be obedient 
to the Biſhop, &'«c. which oath becauſe it is. davgerous ; we do 
all with one conſent ordain , that it be prohibiced, A Canon 
of a Council celebrated as, 1355, comes to my mind , which 
ſaith , leſt the faichful (whG rhe divine piety was mercitully 
p45, 90 put under a light burthen and a ſweet yoke) ſhould 

burthened with the weight of (in, by reaſon of their. tranſ- 
oreſſions againſt the Canons; we ordain that the provincial 
conſtitutions of our predeceſſars, and thoſe which ſhall be 
hereafrer made, oblige not the crangrefſors to fin ( ad culpans ) 
but onelyro puniſhment ( ad penars, ) Whether the modera- 
tion of theſe Synods be worthy of imitation, I leave to others 
ro judge, 

Many have entertained a great fear, which hath alienated 
their minds from all Epiſcopacy ; namely, that an innumera- 
ble tompany of unneceſſary and burthenſome' ceremonies 
be iBſzparable concomicants of Epiſcopal government. In- 
deed the fear is not vainand without ground, if we reſpect 
the degenerated Epiſcopacy, as it is, 1f we regard the primi- 
tive, Which hath and will be contented with very few, 1f need 
be, Wicneſs Gregory. the great , who ſaith, chat ir was the 
cultome of- the Apoſiles,to conſectate the Eucharitt,uſing on- 
ly the Lords prayer ; with him agrees Walifridus Strabwa , it is 
the relation of our Anceſtors ( faith he) that the Maſs was 
wont jo be made in the firſt times as now in the Good Friday , 
3, e, after the Lords Prayer, and the commemoration of Chriſts 

; paſſion, as bimſelf hath caught us, the communion of the bo- 
dy and blood of our Lord was given toall that were prepared. 
a4 Abour- forty. years after the death of St, Job» the Apofile , 

Juſtin Martyr relates , that when the people of the City and 

Countcrey 
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* © ©. Litwegles,, Rites, &c\ 
Counttey adjacent mer rogerher en the Lords day, the Reader 
Tetd our [achec Apoltles avd Prophets; and »-44 the Prefi- 
dent made a Sermon uron the Scriprure then read;. which 
ended, all ſtood up to prayer ; which done they kiſſed one a- 
nother: then bread and wine and water were” offered to the 
Preſident ; which be haying received prayed again, and gave 
thanks as he was able; which ended}, the people ſaid , awer. 
Then the Deacons gave the conſecrated bread & wine and wa- 
rer to every ove preſencto receive, and they carried the ſame 
to the abſent. Here we have che ſubRance of the ancieatLicurgy 
of the Church in uſe ar that time, ſhort and (weer : Where the 
Lords prayer was not alone uſed in the conſecration, as ip the 
Apoſtles time, but alſo the Biſho;s prayer, whereof the words 
{ as he was able ] may imply, either that he prayed as well as 
his memory would ferye him to atrer a premedirated prayer 
without book, or that he prayed as devoutly as he could, 
which is the beſt conſiruttionof them, So that hence ic may 
not appear whether ir was a read,or a premedirared and memo- 
rially delivered prayer, The ſame old author faith concerving 
Baptiſm; as many as believe thoſe things tobe true which have 
beentold and taught them by us, and promiſe to live accor- 
divgly, are infirudted to pray fatting for the pardon of their 
fins, we fafting and praying with them ; and then they are by 
n$ bronght ro the water and regenerared,as we our (elves were, 
jo the name of che Father and our Saviour Jeſus Chrift, and of 
che Holy Ghoſt, being waſhed io the water: Thenwe bripg 
chem to the Brethren who are mer cogerher making common 
prayers for themſelyes , the baptized , and all other where- 
foevers, &c. | 
' Weateto nore that he mentions a Reader, which whether 
he were a Pcesbyter or a Deacon, or adiſtin& degree inſticu- 
red by the Church, cannot be gathered from his writings which 
are now extant, Intheend of the ſecond Century the Reader 
appears to be a diftin& degree ; the ordinations of Hzreticks 
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( faith Tertal,) are raſh, light, unconftanc, therefore one ,,, eſer 
ts with them co day a Bifhop, and another to morrow, he 7 wy apy 


to day a Deacon which ſhall be the next day a Reader, he is 
to day « presbyrer which is the __ day a Laick, And ic is 
ro 
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the year 250, chat be orgdai " 
deacon, Ar the ſame time Cornelis Biſhop of Rowe (writ: 
to Fabims) ſairh, that iv the Church of Rowe, there were 
of | Presbyrers forty fix, of Deacons ſeven, of ſaub-dezcons 
ſeven, of Acolythes43 of Exorciſts,Readers,and Porters 521 
of "Widows and Poor above 1500, all which che Church. fed. 

' Here we fipd Exorciſts and Readers ( both which were in 
Jufiz Martyrs time 'abour the year 150) to be reckoned a- 
mong the Clergy of the Church of. Rewe ,"and rhe Reader 
diftinguiſbed from che Presbyrer avd Deacons, After. this , 
abour the year 400.the difiipt ordinations of Biſhopg,of Pres- 
byrers; of Deacons, of Sub-deacons, of Acglythes, of Exoz- 
ciſts, of Readers, apd of Porters or Dore-keepers, and of Sin- 
gers are ſer down-in the fourch: Council of Carthage. It 
muſt not be imagined that apy of theſe, beſides a Pregbycer and 
Dore-keeper,' was in every Parochial Church, bur only inthe 
Cathedral or mother Church of the Diace(s, and in ſame. ſuch 
parochial Churches 8s-were able ta maincaina greater or leſſer 
wamber of them. And rherefore' ir ſeems hard to lay upon 
one miniſter in the pariſh Church the burthen of / all. the 
effices;to be borp by bimſclt alonewhich ache Cathedral were 
executed by _ As toreadevery Lords day all rhe ſervice 
firſt and ſecond, being a thing above che ſtrengrh. of moſt, if 
the Sermon be not omitted; as the Biſhops and Presbyrers 
bordering upon the times of the Apoliles, wich the peoples 


conſent, commirted the office of readingthe holy Scripruces 


inthe Churches ro men of an inferior ordivation, ſo-theic 
ſucceſſors ſhortly after commitred the office of reaching.the 
Carechumens to che hke yaa but more learned and apt io 
reach. Both theſe ( as alſo ſome others ) were ani, « hoc 
the Laicks and deſtinated for the Presbycery : They were the 
Biſheps and Presbyters Scholars, bred up by them for the, high 
and faced miniftery, andadvanced thereco , if they became 
capable, and the Church had need of them. So thar Readers 
and Catechiſers were incomplete preachers of the Golpel, 
until by the higher and divine ordivation Chit breathed 
upon them, girang thetn the Holy Ghoſt, which made chem 


com- 


_ I 
vitplece preichiers ; who do nor petform a complete at of 
| fg bolels with the pling of the rextsy wheran 
the, Readers help them; they alſo publiſh an expoliton and ex-. 
horrarion thereupon; as Juſtin Harty did, andthe ſucceeding 
ancient Fathers; who grounded theicHomilies,or Sermorgupon 
2 portion of the Scriprates then read before them, - Oae-or- 
dinznce'of God is not ro be made £@# thruſt another our of the 

Church, bur readivg avd prayers, and preaching, &e, cughr 
to be ſo proportioned to the time appointed for them , and the 
ſtrength of cher that 6Miciate , chat no-neceſſicy; that-may 

be prevenced , may compel to the omiſhonof any divine or- 

dinance thir ought to be- performed, In the fixer Council of 

(onſtaritinoyle ( at which time much corruption was crept into- 
the Churches ) the Fathers preſent in it commanded, that the 

Biſhops and Presbyters ſhould dayly preach, eſpecially on the Gax. 19; 

Lords day. © It is Cornmanded by another Council, that if 4 (41, praſesr 
Presbyrer cannot preach by reaſon of fickneſs, that a homily OF cas. 4. ſub 
ſermon of one of the ancient Fathers be read by che Deacon, Leone. 1. 

Is another Conncil, its thas decreed ; thar if the Biſhop be 


nor at home; or is infirm, or is not able for ſome other cauſe , 


yet never let on the Lords days or Feſtivals avy want to be of 
one which may preach the Word of God, ſo as the vulgar peo- 
ple may ynderftand, The Primitive Biſhops were preaching &oncil. xe: 
Biſhops, and nſually preached every Lords day (4s we fee in guntiae. c.25. 
Juſtine Martyr )and in Feſtival days in the principal faſting days 6c an.$13, 
in Lent.as we find in «Ambroſe, Chryſoft. Auguſtive and others, 
Buc I moft return to ſpeak of the Ceremonies of the 

Church, The Ceremony, of ſtanding and not kneeling in 
prayer on the Lords days, and the days betweev Eaſter and 
 Whiſontide;"was in uſe inthe Apoſtles days, and inſtituted by 

chem ; as /rex2w the hearer of Polycarpme Anditor of the Apo- 4)vd anuibortme 
le Jobs doth reftifie. In the time of Tertallies about the O70 reſp. 

ear 200, miny othet Ceremonies ate mentioned: by him , "*?" 577) 
_ (which we od pit in #y ipprofed Anrhot before him-ſpoken 


of and are affirmed by himrodeſcend fromthe Apoſtles ; as 

the 6gning of theforeheddof the baptized with the fign ofthe Tek a co- 

Croſs, befdes, ? 4 

occaſions; the taſtivg after _ OY of milk and' honey, the 
z 


6s, the viſual Gening with the fame fien npon ſundry "i 
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36- | 4 Treatiſe, of the Primitivn Epiſcopacy, 
” De Bayt, c. 9+ uſe of having Sucrtics for Infancs ro. be baptized; the, 
© 18, nointiog of the baptiſed with oyl, Offering for the ol 
| deceaſed » which was thus : the friends of che & of- 
fered bread and wine in theic behalf for che uſe of the Sacra- 
mencof the Lords Supper, and the Prieſt by faich-in prayers in 
the celebration of the Euchariſt, preſevred co God the Father 
che ſacrifice of Chriſt once offered by him, apd which wasio. 
ſome manner preſent in theSacramenr;beſcechipg him for char 
moſtholy and perfe& ſacrifice ſake to take away the remainder 
of fin from the ſoul departed ( which was not taken away 
ip this life) borh-asco the guilc and inhzrency of it, and to- 
ant tothe ſoul the;-promiſed preſenc bleſſed reſt, and in the 
f of judgment, to.make the perſon partaker of the /publick - 
coftification and poſſeſſion of full fzlicicy, Before zhe. re- 
ceiving of - the Lords Supper they kiſſed one another wirh che. 
koly kaſs, rhe ſign of true love and yawn ; which we are ſure 
was uſed ipthe Apoſtles dayes, and ſeems co argue ſtrongly for 
+the uſe of ſignificave Ceremonies, The Eaſter and Pentecoſt 
de bayt.c.13. yere the ſer avd ſolemn times of the adminiſtration of.che. 
Sacrament of Baptiſm. I need not ſpeak of Confirmation,.of 
the obſervation of the Feaſts of. Ealter and Pentecoſt, of the 
faſt in the days of our Saviour's death and biirial , of the leſs | 
. Tert de jejun, perfeR and yoluncary faſts-of Friday and Wedneſday , which be. 
&: ++... - 10 part before touched; for my purpoſe is nor to make an ex- 
2& colle&iop of the ancient rites, bur of ſuch as may give 
ſome light to. ſee, whence thoſe Eccleſiaſtical Ceremonies, 
whick have been and partly are uſed in our Church, rook their 
beginnings. | eb 
Wn As concerning the geſture of the body uſed inthe prayers of 
— 20147 612+ the Church, it, was kneeling, or Rabding ; this laſt on the 
Tertwl, {. 2. ad Lords daycs, and in all the Pentecolt :. For 2s Tertalias ſaith , F 
wor, & 9: de ic is a mok irreligious fatto pray ro God ficting before him , 
6.10, © \ubleſs weupbraid Himghar prayer hath wearied ys, -., .. © 
De Veland, | Concerning Matrimony ; io 7ertulien'srime, t 
Virg, c,11.4 of the Biſhops, presbyrers, Deacons and Widows, leave to. 
pudicitia. c. 9- marry. ;-they were marized by a Bi or presbyrcer, the wo- 
Neri £79 man uſeda Vaile ,, they joyned their right hands) kiſſed ; and. 
57. . Terimlio»dothallo rem roioimareche uſe of a ring; itas cer-, | 
- cain 
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in.icwasip ofc in Jfiders tim? re; the Bridegraom 
(al. be ) gave a Ringo the-Bride, w ich. was put pan her 
fourth Finger... rw Torn vr fd Lets, 
; We may gather from Tertwlian, that the Lords prayer was 


commonly uſed in the publick prayers of the Church ; for he Apoleg. conta 
calls it.the' legitime and ordinary prayer , which. ( ſaich he ) 3*% & 3% 


being 1:id as a 6oundation, we may build ppon it the pecitions 
which. our particular caſes require. ., He (hews, that our private 
prayers, wherein we expre(s ro God our particular wants and 
defires, mult nor be loudznor altogether ſer. formes, bur, promp- 
red tous ,, without ſuch monitor, þy ou; own' hearts, which 


alone can-rell_us-our-parcicalac ,neceficies, When wepray,,, 


(ſaith Cyprian ) ler the Father acknoyledge the words of his: 
San: And we do: ( {ith he) che moreeffeRtally obrain what 
we ask in Chriſts vame, if we ask,uling his own prayer, The 
Lords prayer ( ſaith eAzgufore) ivdayly faidat thy Altar of 
God in his Church. .' The foucrh' Council of Toler,, called ic 
2Quotidian, a dayly prayer,and commanded it ro be (aid by, 
che'Clergy, not onely op the. Lords Jays, but every day both in 


the publick and privace-ducy.: , Concerning prayer, Cyprian dt 0rat. dom, 


hath theſe cemarkable words 3»when we find co prayet (faith 
he ) our mind mult be onely upon char it p:ayech , and there» 
fore the Prieli,premifing a preface befare the prayer. prepares 
the mindsof the;Brethreng ſaying , Lifr,up your hearrs ; that 
the people avſweriog, We have uncothe Lord , may be admo- 
viſhed-rhey oughe co think on. no. bing! buc the Lord: By 
which words we; learytwo.chings ; | Firit , that io Cyprias's 
time (which was 25a years ater our Saviour's birth ſer forts 
of publick; prayers wece uſed 1n the. Churches, Secondly, that 
the people had other apſwers befides [ Amer] to make to rhe 
miniſter. inthe folemn prayers of the Church. Ang»ſtine diſ- 


coyereth what, followeth choſe words of the publick prayers ſeverantis, 
mentioned by Cyprian ; the Prict (aid (ſich St, Auguſtize ) © 13 & de 
ow. 


kerus give thanks to ous Lotd Gog,,. to which the. 
rv 18 Meer and right ſo to Þ is the Prieſt wenc 
no ſayivg it is very meet, rightz&s, | 
- Our of Auchors now excant,z; who, flouriſhed in the three 
kieſt Cencuries, yo more { that], can remember ), Cennlng 
M95! [4 


Hom, 42-tx {4% 


7 
I6dey. de Beck 
offic. 1. 2.6.19, 


De bapt. c. 9" 


Dow. 


Can, 9. 


De bono pey- 
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1. 10.c, 33. puts me in mind of 'a place in St. Avg 


£ 
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' Fpiſi. 339. © be nearer a pronouncer then a finger 


may (as St. Auguſt 


A Treatiſe vf” the Pvi 


"the Apoſtles {as they wtite) others-by ſome Biſhops of 
One reaſos why rtie Ceremodies increaſed in the fourth Cen- 
rory may. be this; becauſe then che' Church more flouriſhed 
in proſperity; theo any' time before; and it might be thoughr 
copvetient rhar the. external glory of xhe Church ſhould be: 

card to the glory of the Empire now made Chrittiay, 

The ufe of fivging Plalmesand Hymnes in the Chirches, 
ineſaich ) be defended our of Scriptnre , 
ſzeitg of this we have ſo proficable inſtruRtions, examples and 
recepts of Chriſt and his Apotiles : Bur the manner of fing- 
was yatious., Socrates telareth that. /gnatias , having in a 
bob ſeen Abgels hpging Hymnes Amthemewiſe- goro: the 
ſeof the Holy Trinity , delivered that manner of ſinging 
Pſalmes unto his own Church in Antioch , which was gene- 
rally teceived thence - 1-9 Greek Churches, and then by che 
icines and eff, fick by Ambroſe it the- fourch Century, and 
afrerby the reſt of the'#eFer»Bilhops, The Rubrick 46 our 
Comm6n-prayer Book before Te Diwm landamm ( we praiſe 
thee O God). hath theſe words; that the people may the 
betrer hears in ſuch places where they do ſing , chere ſhallthe 
Leſſons be ſuog.iv a plain tune after rhe manner of diftin& 
reading, and likewiſe the Epiſtle and Goſpel, This Rubrick 


iftine's 5 
where he ſaich, thar ir was often told him, that 4 Bi- 
ſhop of Alexandria made the reader of the Pſalm to ſonnad : 
with ſo mean bending or curning of the Voyce, chat 'he mighc 
| ': And in 'anorher-phace 
be ſaith ; when che Brerhren are met in the Church , when'is 
it ot time of ſinging holy ſongs', unleſs ic be the cime-of 
reading , or preaching) ot of prayer? &e, By which words 
ie ſeemeth that rhe Cha ers, Epiftle and Goſpel were notfung 
in thoſe dayes, And ip truch'apy manner of ſinging chem 


dag 26. ” of 
th jpcongruous, [The Fathers uſe co teprove the abuſes 
were £00 often found in fingiog Pſalms in the Churches, . 
If rimes moce”pleaſed with che 


y > that they were. nony | 

of the.voyce then the divine maner, or when onely 
a few of the Church did fing 3: thas: they fb-inog chac few. uvr 
derſtoofl what chey (ſung. Ler'the'ſervanc of zhe Lord ( ſaith !n Epift. od 
Hiereme.): ſo ling;rhatibe words which be; reads.may more 7%: c. 5. 
pleaſe chen che vayce of him fagings 15: 14D0 periect-ipging 
por pleaſing ro God, whes: mens heacts do- pot fing-unco the 
Lord as well as their voyces. Imuill nor {peak of Goging with 
Organs im the Churches, (nox that 1 chiok. chat God refuſerh t@- 
be heartily praiſed in and with the uſe of them, but )) becauſe 
they. were not brought imo the Churches, until much lacer 
times, | ) bale aaent? ano "Wn 

The Doxology , Glary betoche Facher, roche Son, andio 

the Holy Gboit, for ever, &'s, is by St. Baſile proved to be uſed 
from the 4 when. both aut of Clemens, Row. _—_— 
Orig. Gregor, T aturs, Dun ſin Rom, Diowyfme Alex. A # "* 
rhe Tak rarer oor which had been aſe ate, 
rime out of mind of man; wherein they (aid, We praiſe the &7. 34j7, de 
Father, and the Son, and the holy Spirit of God, Bur this 5p-'3. < 29. 
Doxology with che addrction ,. as it was inthe beginning, &c, ”_ wil 
was firſt a ordained co be fid ip the: Divine. Service of - che tr ey) 
Church afcer the Pſalms, -by 'Daweſav Bilhbop of. Rome, about a zpif, Hierad - 
the year of our Lord 37e. He fict commanded eAileinis to Demaſun: - 
be uſed in the Roma Church) following therein the. Licurgie £9%. Vaſen/. 
of the Hiereſolymirane and, Greek Churches. Kyrie elesſon b Gree kth 


ofrep repeated were in-imigaion, of fore; greek: Liturgies I©- inter Fp, Hier; 
ceived inta the Romanpe Divine Service-book by the authority Ang. de temp. 
of Pope Sylvefter ( abomt the.yeer 330) faith Radulphns Trp Do : 


- © which maoy years afrer were omitced, and at lafſtre vant. prepe- 
Gn gory pe UISnL | "15 0050 0g 8” 
calleQiep. of .the Epiljes and-Goſpels for the whole Gregor. {, 7. ' 


year into whe form like 'thatrip preſevt uſe is;acributed to £77 E3.006» 
Hierem, and.by Pope Damaſw, commanded to be read inthe hv”; _ 
Churches. .. | = - dean. " ay 

; The Symibole or Cteed compaled in the firſt Conncil' of vane. prepeſir,. 


(on- 3J. 


| Toldn The realous brought to/itove the Apoſtles or the N- 


cene Creed to have been ſaid inthe Eicurgies of the fourth Cen-. 
rury or beforeace of ſmall-weight, and cherefote 1 omir them, 
How D-:#14ſav carrtruely be ſaid ro have <enjoynet the finging 


or faying of the'Creed, and yet tharic was tor ſnopg at Rowe, 


vnril abotiecbe year 2014 is cafily anſwered, if we conceive 
Berno de offi. his command to'be directed unto all other Charches ſfubje&t 
 myſſec.1.Vide gr; g himgexcepting; Rowe, for that ſpecial rexſon which Berso 
| Conc, tolet.Z. popes | ©19 24. ike RA FU LN_G 4 *s 


on - Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons, in rhe rimie of rhe'ce- 


| —_ thetime of the publik worſhip of God, to ſay tothe people , 


"Con. il- 
poo, - thy ſpirit: Theſame atchor' relatipg how the people did in 


3: ſeein; they ſendup unto Heaven with t 
+ "In 2 Cor-bew. jeftial powers" thoſe holy 'Hymines 2 one reaſon of rhis is in 
cob, bow, *he ſame place intimared' by Chryſefteme, which is, co ma- 
'3. nifeftuncothe people; thatthe prayers of the Church are'not 
 t cbry/off.iv 2 r to the miniſter , bur theirs alſo by joyning with him 
proper ro the mipiſter, x oyning 
/ Cor. bom.18.- 16 chem; which is more fully reftified by rheir proper prola- 
: = = q dap tionof ſome part of them, ther onely by their preſence and \ 
|= © "*aying Amen. Another reaſon may be the ſame which the | | 
| ſame Father giveth, of the Deacons exciting the people ſay- P 
ing, Let us pray, and let us pray more feryencly, and the el 
on 
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1 becauſe the Soul'is wont to- {lumber is &. a 
chers of the Council of .Bracar require the Biſhop vc 
co ſalute rhe people in due place inthe Diyive ſer- 

ſaying y the Lord be with you ; to which che 

ſhould anſwer , arid wich thy Spicic : which ceremony ( ſauch | 

the Conncil ) all the Eaf cecained as delivered by the Apo- 

files. The Song of the chree Children was generally received 

into the Licurgies of che Churches in this fourch Century, Ir Conc. roletam. 

is a tradicion thar the Hymne Te Dexm landamms, &c, ( We 2 6 13. 

praiſe thee O God We acknowledge thee to be the Lord, 

&c.) was by eAmbreſe, and ſung by. Ambroſe and 

eAnguſtine after his Baptiſm, Anaſtaſms Bilbop of Rome en- / 

joyned all co ftand ar the teading of che Goſpel ; after which 

followed the cufiome of fanding ar the reading of the Creed, 

Hierome writing agaialt Viguantiz afficmecth , that in all 
che Churches of the Eaff, when the Goſpel was to be read , 
candles were lighted the ſun ſbipiog ; nor ſurely co drive away 

* darkneſs; bur for a ſign of gladneſs. 

In che time of theſe laſt named DoRors,the Feaſts of Saints 
were more in number, and celebrated wich more (olemnicy 
then in former times. Therein che Feaſt of our Saviours Na- 
tivity was generally obſerved, and in the ancient Fathers ſenſe, 
ſaid to be inftirured by the Apoſtles; whereas no approved 
Author of the tormer Centuries make mention of ic Chry» 
ſoſteme,in'a ſermon of his preached by him not long beforeche 
year 4e0,afhirmeth, thar Feaſt not to have come,ro thz.know- 
ledge of the Churches among which he lived , bur reF'wichio | 
years before the preaching of that Sermov. And many Learned 7*!1.dtMelols- 

' men colle& from Tertahasx , that in his time no other Feaſts a, 
were commanded to be celebrated in the Churches { that he jun & aber. 
knew of) ſave onely the Lords day,Eafter and Pencecolt. 

1 ſay not this our: of any diſlike of this holy Fealt, or any #61 maltorum 
other, which we receive from thoſe ancient times, (whi ues Jacee 
withour the adberenc abuſes, I do heartily wiſh co be cele-gg,u um. | 
brated with due ſolemanity ) bur by this example co ſhe, that wericats, a; ads 
ape” nana, had not a beginning ip the Apoſtles time, which datur amplixe 
is tobe chence derived and deſcended by the teftimo- pm 
ny of ſome Fathers, who were boch in this macter apd ocher ns. 393+ 

G things ** 1999 
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Cbryſofs.ſ 


eivedby the conercited Canons um 
wr 7, oa | he A 
written the year 300, Yec being nor 


DoRors of the Church, 
Set, 16. 


| candlem & c, and we find thereiv more re 
” a Ghryſoft.in ven to © relicks of Saifrts, to the fi 
| oe Rem. ; Altar or Communion Table', che. Bi 


b an 


nie & # 1as- bonnds which in thoſe chiogs Chriſtian refigion 


| dem eſti 


ag1in{t Chrift > rocommir a finthen which none was 


| apoleg. 2. 
Againſt the Careleſſenels of theſe times ip the 


26, ex 50. 


& cyrill. Ga» Of obſervarion:- wich what care orolicir 


$. thar vothi ] 
En" likely that Tertwlie» ſpa 
werake ir heavily (ſaith he) chat any of our 
fall co the ground. G Nazianz.. (treating 


| em, was laid.) The croſsand the fign 
mm Cbrifli nati- Without t 
_ yp tiſmy gor 


d. The Croſs was kiſſed , 
, 4 adoredit: yet Ambroſe faich 


- ere m3. .ndadored che 
: . & 
Huſt. ”_— 


bon. I, 


were received as genuine by Epiphanixe, and ſome other old. 


*  laudem Gorgo- g1ven them in former ages ; yer piouſly wichour paſſ! 


'Weread in this fourth Century of divers conſeccations and: 
benediions which we do nor read £o be uſed ip the former 
' times, 28 of conſecrated Churches, Altars , Paſchal, Wax- 

d and honour gi- 

the Croſs, to 

, and thec Vellels 
32 _ yſedinthe Divine Service andrhe like, then we cap ſee to 4 
(4 * 


er- 


mined, excepting perhaps io ſome parciculars which humane 
c ebry/of. in £1: jry mighr extort from chem. Willingly to break the _ 
__ Communion Cup, who can ſay bur rhat 1t is a very great of- 

OR” Sin fence p- it was (as it was ſaid in eAthanaſiw) to do impioully 
greater, 


Angaſt. bom. - 155m of the Lords Supper » the laying of Auguſtine is worthy 
obſerve, whe the body. of Chrilt i Ao ot 
Tacky WE erve, w F. is min unto ns- 
tech. 20S of ic fall rothe' ground from our hands, - Ic is 
him to che ſame purpoſe : 
or Bread 
ragory the Birth - 
of our blefſed Saviour) faith; Adore rhe Manger ( whereiohbe 
befies of ths rol Tonk fear) abr Har: 
y r ich A e) neicher Ba 
ion, nor the Lords "emp; be rightly 
( asrorhe caſtomesand Canons of the Charch in thoſe rimes ) 
le fell down before 
Helexe the mother of 
» that ſhe fonndthe ritle ( of the Croſs) 
27 my” Panama rhe wood 3. that is 
the erronr of the Ocuriles, Mimmine lony before Ambroſe ſaid 
- 10 
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' asaredue £o the perſon repreſented , ſuch be the Ratues of 


kE0f all Chriftians , wedo noc worſhip the Croſs. 
ee then, thac in thofe days the Croſy ws edored by 
y and yer that it was not adored by chem : Ie 
d by an Eccleiiaftical adotation, which wis wom to 
exhibiced corhings or perſons accannted excelferit , by rea- 
ſopof ſome digmicy and- notable uſctulneſs, in being occafi- 
ons, cauſes of inſtruments of ſome very fingular benefic; ir » 
was not adored by an adoration proper to God , nor was it Aug contre 
made eicher improperly or analogically or by accident par- * uſt Me- 
caker thereof, Auguſtine, mamicaing Mechave edoriÞg the porno 
Ancients of. the/people of the Land where be ſojourned, faith, qu 4. 60. * 
that therein he did noc travſgreſs Gods command ; who did 
onely forbid men to ſerve the crearure wich the ſervice and a- 
doration called Latreis., So Auguſtine, Latreia is when the 
Divine excellencies are che objetls of the adoratior , andthe 
oucward aQts of adoration, are ſymboles of che ſubmiſſion of 
the heart rothem. The ancienc Fathers did not of their own 
heads make a creature roſupply the place of any Divine pec- 
ſon, (as men do, and may make a fellow-creature co ſupply rhe 
place of another, and perform ſuch as of veneration to ir 


Emperors, and perhaps images and relicks of friends and 
benefaors)Nor did the Fathers offer ſo to conple avy creature 
unco.che Divine perſon of our Saviour to partake in ſome 
ſort of his adocation, as his apparel , when he lived on earth, 
was by conjunRion with his made neer to his perſon, 
even, (as many judge) croanz al participation of his 
Divine adoration, Ic cannot be provedrhar it was the inten- 
tion of the Church inthoſe crimes; to exhibire che exrernal 
as of divine adoration unto God, in, by, or throngh any 
cteated thing as co-ſabjes or co-objeſs of chem: in all 
which cafes the inward adoration propet to God is in fome 
fort rendred to the co-adored crearure, The intention of thoſe 
boly men was to adore the croſs onely with an ecclefiaſtical 
Ed 
| 10g :rom t | 

red irs excellepcy, which conſifted iv: being #v inftrument of tip. mm 
the mericorious triumph of _ » and An ram. Can. 73, 
2 


felled 5 ſervice convenient ts:it, in order to the comnmending » | 
and maintenance of charts excellency : onely a creareefex- - 
 cellepcy was the obje& of this adoration, When. ( an 
ſubje&s exhibirce co the King as of civil worſhip or adora- 
tion, as kneeling, &c, they dothis from a ducifnl affetion > | «4 
ro God, and a like affeRion of love totheir prince, which is 
Gods Vicegerent; yet they do not perform thoſe individual 
a&s of adorationto God, in, by, or through him, that is, they * | 
L do not perform them to God and the King, as two diftin& ob- 
jeRs of one and the ſame external , and of two diverſe in- 
- ward adoraticns, bur rermivate them 'onely in the King, 
Ic is true, that the Fathers many times ſeemed to preſenr he 
ſame individual as both ro God as ſymbols of theic inward 
adoration of him, that is, of their affe&ion of ſubmiſſton 
to the divine excellencies, and alſoto the croſs as ſymbols of 
their inward adoration of it;thar is,of their affeion oiſervice 
to-irs excellency, ſo uniting two inward coordinate adorations | | 
in one and the {ame external adoration: buc whether ſo near y 
a conjupCtion berween the Divine and Ecclefiaſtical adoration, ' 
( if uſed indeed by. them ) proceeded. from humane frailty, ' 
or may be defended by che Holy Scriptures , or be not difſfo= =", | 
nant to.them , I refer co berrer conſideration. 
_ What hath been (aid of the-adorarion of the croſs, may 
be eafily applied to the like adoration of the relicks of Sainrs, 
chryſoft. is » Of the Altar or Communien-Table by bowing, &c. of che | 
Cor, bom, 20. book of the Evangels by kifling, &c, and the like, which were, + | + 
E:Baf1,L;tw"9%- nſed-in the ſame time. It may þe- eafily diſcerned that theſe | 
adorations of the Croſs, Altars,Evangels, Relicks, and the like 
Literg.cryſ» Eccleſiaſtical worſhipings were very lubrick , ſo that it was a 
difficult matrer to ſtand upright inthem, and not to fall toſu- 
| petſtition. or idolatry, as too mavy Churches did in after 
| — v1 times, The bowivg tothe: Altar , which- was done for the 
or, 34% ſakeof the Sacrament ( which wasmuch more to be partaker 
| f of the ſame adoration ) when+ir became idolatrous; it eafily 
E-. advancedthe Hereſy of Tranſubftantiation, The degeneration 
likewiſe of the 2doration of the Croſs and Relicks added ro the | 
former,broughrt in, ip ſubſequent times; the idolatrous adoxa- © 
. tian. of images. 


And K5-: 


UMI 


* -+Andaff theſe idolarrous adorations broughc 


: * Lifargier\ Rites, G61. 
in che-idola- 
trobs adoration of che name of Jeſus5eirther prolated or. wri- 
ten; bur not before about the year 1308, Our: Church ad- 
micred this laſt adorationof rhe name of Jeſus purged as much 
as might be from idolatry and ſuperſiicion, reftraiving allo the 
bowing to the narwing of rhar comforrable name/in che Di- 
vine Service, Y-r its a flippery Ceremony y and made the 
more {lippery by the loſs of ſome of our own Divioes upon 
Philip, 2, Whence they would prove the bowing of our knee 
due to that blefled name Jeſus, affirming rhe Fathecs ſo co 
expound that Texr, To ſpeak in ſober (adpeſs and truchy there 
is not one Father that ſo expounds ir, ajrhough. you .produce 
the Catalogue of the Fathers to (weer-and holy Bernard, There 
ts not one Orthodox Anthor in all che lengch of -chat Cata- 
togue of Fathers, who ſpeaks of any adoration giver or to be 
o1ven or Exhibiced ro thac molt ſweet name Jeſus. . The places 
prodnced by ſome late Schoot-men our of the Fathers co-make 
200d their novel expoſition of thar place in the Epitile of the 
Philippians, (which our men belicyed,and were thereby dececi- 
ved) have inthem very (mall appearance of proof, and nothing 
rruth, as the inſpeRion of the places themſelves, (and eſpecial- 
ly.if compared with other plainer places of-che {ame authors) 
will manifefly diſcover, All the latrer School-men maiotain 
that adoration of the good name Jeſus, whether ſpoken or wri- 
rev-bur all have nor the braſen Foreheads ro produ<e the anci - 
ent Fathers as Patrons of ir, or ro expound the foreſaid rext to 


prove it a duty; Let Faſques a Learned Jeſuice be heard ; * p- 3:4. 25, 
where it is ſaid ( faith he )- inthe name of Jeſus lec every knee ©7711. 6.17; 


be bowed, ( ſo many Ancients read the text.) &s. by name , 
potthe word | Jeſus] bur the thiog it ſelf, char is, | Chriſt] is 
underſtood. . And a little afrer he ſaith, our of chis place. it is 
not ſufficiently proved; rhat any'bonour (no-not by accident) 
is tobe exhibited to the word | Jeſus] writer or ſpokenzasto an 
image'wirh its protorype, Therefore although chere may be 
an innocency in thoſe adorations uſed in the right manner and 
ſenſe, yet it is hardly. preſerved , (I had almoſt ſaid morally 
impoſſible) by the vulgar: iris ſo cake a lapſe from che uſe of 
one of them ro fall-ro-the'uſe of. the reſt , and ther to o_ 
| abuſe 


- 


2: 


4 


Conc, Lugdu- 
nenſ. 41.1374, 


gl: 


Creators; or mingles in his mind both the adorations, where- 
by che beſt is debaſed and corrupted. 

mona boo Cheer Armen to God, and kneel to him 
at the altar, wi danger ? Iris ſoon anſwered ; That wich- 
out doubt we may, and muſt do-ſo , and info doing) our mind 
doth not incend rhe alcar, as che objeR of our bowing: The , 
danger is in bowing tothe altar, for then we make it che ob- 
jet to which we bow. 

It may be demanded if the Magiſtrare make the naming of 
che name Jeſns , che name of the Saviour of che world, tobe 
a fign when, inthe divine ſervice , we muſt bow to che per- 
ſon of the Lord Jeſus, God and man ,"and not to the name 
Jeſus, may we not without danger ſo do? Lanſwer, firſt, Thar 


cis onrdury to bow our hearts, and alſo in convenient time . 


and plece, tro bow our bodies to the man Jeſus Chriſt, io the 
uniry of the divine perſon. Andchisis intended in Philip, 2, 
, to bow aur bodies at the naming of the name of 
Jefas is no duty that we are bound unto. Ic is indiflecenc then 
to boy or not-to bow, as it isat the naming of the name of 
Chriſt, Thirdly, if rbe magiſtrate command us either ac the 
narnivg of the name” Jeſus, or ac the naming of the ame 
c_ the —_ _ ro. yncs age amy} = 
y bowing umo him, noc intending the name | } 
or { Chriſt] avamobje@ ob our bowing , ic is our duty to 0- 
bey our Superiours:command. Fourthly , from the boywi 


| f at ] the name therrulgar eafily fall ro the bowing [ co] the 


vame. | 
Theſe adorations of the Croſs, &c. inward and onward 
may not be counted divine or properly and of cheic own na- 
ture, religious, becauſe no rule of. true religion amy += 
Wy [NEM) 


FE” "Nel 


Ws | 


them, bas chey 


wine, is a dury which of diyige right doth 


. &, 
% , 


deed 84 S m4 wy 
properly Ecclehiaſtical, becauſe 


are 
ches : 
and things any way made pertinent to religton; are counted re- 
ligious thipgs, ſo may theſe adorations be accidentally called 
religious, There is not that kind and degree of excellency in 
the Croſs, Communion-Table, or pame Jeſus, orin any ſuch 
ſacced thing, which may in prover ſenſe meric und cequire that 
meptal regard from us, which (ſhould of cighr. be.-ceftified by 
thoſe afts of worſhip, Neither do we tindchar the Churches 
acknowledged any obligation upos them, to make any Canon 
requiring thoſe adorations ,-but onely, as Circumitances then 
were & Congruity ©o command their uſe : under which com- 
mandand judgement of rhe Church. individual gerſons were 
ro ack e thoſe ſacred things worthy thoſe honours. 
Wherefore it at pleaſe our Superiors £o.comrinae the uſe of 
theſe Ceremonics, which ace ſo eafily abuled, it will be very 
peceſſary.co fate apd determine tbe right uſe of them, apdto 


did, ſomecime creace them ; and as chings Ecclefiatical , 


point at the-dangersco be- avoided,” apd to command that the- 


cautions be ar ſet times read iv the Churches, that none may. 


erre for want of knowledge, or by torgertulneſs, 

The diſcreet followers of the holy ancient Fathers of the 
Church ace worthy commendation , bur. rheir apes are _ridi- 
calous, To ſow the foul raggs '@f ſome late ſlovenly School- 
men cothe comely garmen of au Church. ( as the milinte;- 
preters of the text inPhilip. 3, bavearrempred ) is anaRt dil- 

raceful to the authors, ating from the honour and 
Sanity of our dear Mother introductory of nowarranta- 
ble: adorations ,, being pretended to be commanded by Al- 
=—_— i. be.once obcained that the tion uſed 
rothe vame Jefas is of divive inſticurion,it. will by the neceſ- 
ſity of like reaſon followchac che. bowing to the croſs and the 
Communier-Table, and eſpecially,.co rhe as Bray and 
lopg unto 


Bur' ic is time to proceed 'to ſpeak of ſome other Ec- 
clefafticall Cuflomes of the fourch Century , whereof one 


Pz- 


et 


Set, 17. 


was derived from formersimes, that iv the Churches no Our Chryſofs. i 2 
Father vas ſaid inthe prayers, ſg long as the Catechbumen” and Cor: how. . 


F  Penicents' ( for whom ſpecial prayerswere mide ) were | 
| Concil,Leodi- rite, rpc inthe Chutch. Nkee their depertabv ou f gbe 
hd Church began the '/econd drvine Seywite and prayers proper-to 
9 thefaithful, amonz which wis the Lords Prayer, moſt of the 
Eph. bom. 3. | Om , 
© Avg.de temp. Ielt wete ſubſervient cothe bleſſed Sacramenc of che Lords 
_ ſer. 38. Supper, When that Sacrament was to be admiviſired (which 
| Amalar.de Of- was then uſually every Lords day )- they offered bread and 
 femifec. 19: wine for theuſe of the Sacrament (inſtead of which we have 
' Palentin, c.;, Offetings for the poor) and the _— or Presbyrer wevr' 
from the Pulpir or place where he prayed for the penirents or 
his ſeat.ro the Communiop-Table ; where it is ro benored, 
that hie bad nor ſo long and difficult a journey ro go, asin moſt 
--- parochial Churches the miviftet hath; to/paſs from "his rea- 
din Pew or Pulpit through a throvg of people ro the holy 
Table and thecefore there is good readſop ro ſpare him thar 
labour in the days whereip is no Communion, 
Gonc. Ancyram. Perſongexcommunicared wete not received into Commu- 
| can. 6, & 25, nion of any Prayers in the Chureh4\po- not wirk:the Catechu- i' 
- Cone. Nice®. mens, wntil they had bumbled themſelves before the Biſhop, of. 
Ho and earneſtly beſonght that they might be made parrakers of » |. 0 
his councel, concerning what was needfulto be done by them, 
ro the perfeing of meet repentance in them , and whereby >þ. 
they mighic giye ſufficient prot thereof, for the ſarisfa&ion 
of the Gar offended by rheir' an, rs » promiſing ro 
follow his counſel, and” ro' perform rhe” evjoyned pernance. 
Upop this ſerious petition and promiſe the Biſhops and Pres- 
byters enjoyned ſuch works of unfained humiliation to be dope 
by them, as they thought moſt'agreeable for their caſe: and 
conditiop , and praying for rheth admiitred chem to che num- 
L bet” and order of the Penitents.”” When theſe had” fulfilled 
Ob - the epjoyped works of humiliation to be pertormed by them | 
& ' in that order; then they were admitted ro rhe Communion ad - as 
of the prayers proper to the faithful-, and afrer che works of 
repentance , which were commanded to be done by them in 
that rank , they were admicred co the Lords Supper, wherein 
"__ wasthe 7 m0 of Communion, If any Pemtent in the 
courſe of humiliation was in av eminent and iminenc .danger 
of death, it wasalyay provided by the Farhers of che —_ 
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2 perfeX Communion with the Charch of God ( withour 
which Church is no.ſalyation ) ſhould be gravred him'in the 
rAcipacion of the body and blood of our bleſſed Saviour, 
except the governours of the Church had obſerved 'in him a 
very notorious defect in fulfilling his duty ; of which yer if 
thete was any the leaſt probable appearance of repentance , he 
was not denicd the neceſſary vidtieww '( as the' Councils of 
Nyce calls ir, ) The bet men readyro depart to a becter life 
defired and took this czleftial mear for their comfort and ce- 
Ffreſhment iv their paſſage to God, 
Some miniſters are ſo ftrit and parimonious in giving the 
Holy Sacrament , that they deny the ſame nnto a conſiderable 
art ( yea oiten, ro moſt part ) of their pariſh , which be- 
| 2 had been admirted to ic, wichour uſing the merhodpre- 
ſcribed by: our Saviour 10 Match. chap. 18. verſ. 15, 16, 17, 
Which rext requires publick accuſation and p:oof ip the pre= 
ſence of the governours of the Church,and cheir publick con- 
demnarion before the publick execution of ſo high a cenſure, 
They are alſo ſo bard hearred to dying men, earneſtly deſiring 
thar (oul-confirming & moſt refreſhing viatic=m,chat although 
they cannot truely before God and men, ( if pur to it; ) aſſure 


it, that they remain in aftate of fin incoofiftent with any de- 


orce of ſaving gtace, ( asincaſe of denial, they ſhould bz up- 
on. 200d grounds aſſured ) yer they can be ſo uncharicable and 
unmercitul, as to deny it untothem, Theſe extreams orfthe 
one hand, and on the other hand, parcly the not forgorten 
oreat abuſe of the holy cenſures by Chancellors and Com- 
miſlaries , partly the late ezeRing of the ſer publick formes 
of prayers our of the Churches , and'partly the general con- 
temper of all the holy ordinances ſpread over the Kingdomes 


| by the ſeveral Sefts brought in and maintained by the Regi- 


cides, to ſtrengthen and perperuace themſelves, (it chey could) 
in cheic moſt impious uſurpation and ryravny, theſe ( 1 ſay ) 
have made the Communion of Saints in the- publick prayers , 
avd the holy Sacraments, to be of very ſmall eftzem with 
moſt ; inſomnch, that very many are bronghe to believe, they 
may go to heaven, notwithſta the n2gle& of them, 
for which moſt ent dileaſe +. (eaſonable and convenient 
V me- 
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medicive be nor fongd our and wiſely applied , the- Church o 
England Will be. pad "af ebeOg any benefic by rhe 
meer Ecclefiaftical Diſciplioe; and the onely reſtraint -under - 
| Godagainlt the growing {ad effeQs of icreligious profanely F 
will lic in the ſole power of che Regal auRoricy, oe 
Sef, 17, | What geſture of body. yeas.uſed in choſe ancient times ip re- au 
' + ** ceivingcheholy Communion,. whether ſtanding) or kneeling, 
or at ſome times the. ove » and at other times the other, 1s noc 
very clearly and expreil:ly ſer down bythe writers of that 
age , thac I canremember. This onely is cercain, that the 
did norkneel inthe receiving of icon the Lords days , becauſe 
it wasagainſ a Canon of; the Church, co adore God by bowing 
116109 :x x7, Of he knee on thoſe dayes : It 1s probable,chat on other days 
l py #n Eſa. ( except ip the Pentecoſt ). they received kneeling, for St. Hie- 
"Mz row ſaith, that ic was an Eccleſiaſtical Cultome to bow the 
1dem in Epiſt, knee to Chriſt, which we may underſtand to bs in the recei- 
«d Epbeſ, c.3. ving of that holy Sacrament, as well as inthe publick pray- 
ers; notwithſtanding that chis holy Door ſaich in another 
| place,that every one that is ſubje& unto Chriſt, is ſaid to bend 19 + 
his knee-unto him , apd cicing the words of Sr. Pawl;[ at the "$ 
name of . Jeſus every knee ſhall be poured adderh, that the * | * 
words dg not pectaintothe knees of, the body, bur co the ſub- 
JjeRiob of-che mind; and inclination of the ſoul, and obſe- 
quiouſneſs of the heart ro God : Which this moRt learned Fa- 
thet would never have ſaid or written, if the Cuſtome of the 
Church had been in histime to kneel not onely unto Chriſt 
himſelf, bur alſo ro, his pame Jeſus, or it he had choughr 
that this place of the Apoſtle did. Ggnifie it to be every mans 
duty to make the name Jeſus a co-obzeR wich Chritt of his a- 
doration. by the bowing of the knee, as {ome of the latter 
Schoolmen have taught, I the time of Sr, Hierow and be- 
fore , the Randing in ceceiving the Eucharilt on che Lords day 
was accompanied with a law bowing of. che body even nigh to 
a proftratiod ; for Sr, «Angaſtine writing apan the 98 Pſalm 
Aweuſt, in p[. laich , none eateth thar fleſh, uvleſs he, fil? hath adored it, 
98, And in the words following he ſpeaketh .of inclination and 
; proftration-to that earth, thar is, the fleſþ of. qur Saviour ( nor 
,Conlideredas apart from bur as in, and, wich the moſt RS el Kd 
> > IV1DEC 


; e\ . Thtargtes 3 A Be. ÞS | Fr 
Divine perſon.) (yrill of Jernſalem ſpeiking of the Holy ©ril.aiereſol. 
Communion, A eh agar Chrilt ſaying dmenz/ and Gatecb, Mybe: 
2 little afret ,, come ( ſaith he )' ro the Cup of his blood; foe®'®' #* 
extending thy hands , bur incarving them (*#7700) andin 

mariner of adoring and worſhiping, ſaying, Amer,” | Bur now; 

thatche more urgenc reaſons, which moved the Fathers of the 

Primicive Church not to uſe kneeling in adoring Qod on the | 

Lords days , are ceaſed, it ſeems molt convenient ro kneel 

in cakivg the Holy Sacramenc, upon what thy foeyer we re- 

ceive ic; for the nearer Chriſt comes tous , and the more he 

doth deſcend and condeſtend in coming to us, yea, and into 

us, mytlically in thoſe external weak Elements , the more 

ſhould we deſcend, humble, and debaſe our ſelyes by the in- 

ward bowing of our ſouls, and the external bending of our 

knees inthe receiving of him, thereby reſtifying our own un- 

worthineſs of chat Grace , and commending the exceeding 

ſreeneſs of it, In the Kingdome of Preſter John they Rand P: ! 
when they receive the holy Communion, In giving the Sa- SC 
crament the Biſhop or Presbyter ſaid, the body of the — Cafe 
Lord , and the receiver ſaid, Amen, ſaich Ambroſe, About [andr; liture.. 
the year 600, in the Sacram:nrtary . of. Gregory the great , De Sacrament. 
it is faid, while the prieſt giveth the Lords body, lec him ſay , © 4:5 6+ 
The Body of our Lord Jeſvs Chriſt preſerve thee to eternallitfe, 

Amen, Andin giving the Cupler him lay, The blood of our 

Lord Jeſus Chritt preſerve thee co eternal life,  Inthe miſs of | 
ſome Armenians in Ruſſia, the prieſt communicating ſaich , 4f%4 Caſſand. 
By faith I believe in the moſt holy Trinity the Father, Son and _ 

Holy Ghoſt, By faich I eate thy quickvipg and faving body , 

O Lo Felt; letir as me to the abſolotion and 

remiſhon of myſipnes. Apd in drinking the Cup, Idrinkb 

faich thy holy unmixed blood , bloccing Oak fins, O-Lord Jeſus Aped unde, 
Chriſt, tor che remiſſion of my fins, and of my Parencs and of 

allche world, Every Commupnicant of the Armenians in In- 

aa goeth before the foot of the altar to receive.. It is pro- @,, . A 
vided inthe Council of Laodic., before the year 400,thatovly 

the miniſters might go in tothe alrar;and there rake rhe Com- 

muniop, In the fourth Council of Tolet., ic was appointed (ay, 17, 


that the prieſts and deacops ſhould communicate before the 


H 2 alrar , 


a) # 0 
A. 
F <2” 


$8, 18, 


ſeripet. beret, 
Fe. 41, 


4 Treaſeof the Primitive Bpiſcepacy 
alrar,che ſubordinate Clergy in.the Quire, the 


rhe Quire. This Council drave the people far off from the railer 


of the alcar, 


e withone 


Many more Rices and Ceremonies were uſed iv the fourth 
Century, which do not pertain to our purpoſe, and very many 


more were afterward added.eſpecully ip che Roman Church, 


From what hath been ſaid, we may perceive; thac the Com- 
poſers of onr Divine Service: book made choice of rhe beſt 
things out of the moſt ancient Licurvies of the Churches , 
which flouriſhed long before the birth of Antichriſt, leaving 
mary Ceremonies uſed iv the primitive times, pot very conve- 
nienc tothe preſenc ſtate of ouc Churches , retainivg other » 
thatthe garmenc of Chciſliap religion wich us might not al- 


rogether yary from the ancient form fo faras ic could wichour | 


prejudice to the body of religion be fitted to us, 


Tertuliax ſaith, that the ſolemnicies and myRteries of Idols 
oained credit and repucation with men, by the ſumptuous rices 
and rich ornaments, whereby they were ſer forth and adorned. 
Ic is likely that the ancient Fathers , when micacles began ro 
ceaſe, ſaw it expedient ( for the- removing of ſome of rhe 


obſtruRionps to Chrikian faith ) ro add tothe divine Solemni- 


ties ſome agreeable Rices, whereby the Chriſtian Do&rine 
might bz commended to the reitude of humane judgmene , 
as not incredible or contemptible , and, ic may be thereby be 
commerded as Credible and worthy of good rEgard. The 
TertxR, de pre- Schiſmaticks in Tertzlian's time, ( as he faith) pamed che 
decent Ceremonious Diſcipline of rhe Churches, a bawd, and 
counted the proſtration of chat Diſcipline by themſelves to 
be Chriſtiav6mplicicy : Whereas ip very deed that -profira= 


tion of edifyipg order and Ceremonies, cauſed the confukion + 


of the holy ordinances amopg them ,. and flutriſhnefs in the 


celebrations of the divine infticutions; as Tertulian 
thoſe Schiſmaricks, and we ſee now a days in ours, 


noted in 
Burt on 


the other fide we muſt remember,chat we may erre (as in the 


defeR, (o) ip the exceſs of Ceremonies, or inthe choice, or 


in accounting and compellipg others tro own them for unchan- 


geable Apoſtolick inficures, or by roo rigid preſſing the uſe 
of eyery of them , eſpecially upon people of weak —_— 
2 


= 


44 


humble, peaceablezand of a (cr 


Litargies y Ritet, &c. By 
ous conſcience, Auguſtine AuguP, EpiRte 
was arieved £o ſee the tranſgreſhon of a Ceremony to akon 19. 
ſeverely reprebended then the travſgreflion of Gods law : his _ v. nbitin. 
judgment wa$zthai the Ceremonies ſhould not be many , ſ0 as jad exericims 

by themto preſs with ſervile burthens che Church of Chriſt , povere preter. 
which God would preſerve free inthe uſe onely of few Rites 94am que ne- 
commended by manifett reaſons, Antiquiry is venerable , *{«ris ſerve- 
yet ic may n0t » ought not continue a Rice or Ceremony in”; wy 
apy Chucch with whoſe edification and peace it is become in- yibli curences, 
coplitent, There be but few ordinances meerly Eccleſiaſtical, onnem quidem = 
which have not in ſome Churches become noxiouggor ar leaſt fornicationem 
uſeleſs, And there is a viciſſicude of profic or detriment "* *io be- 


orowing from them many.cimes io the {ame Churches, arifing -- —_— 
rom notable changes in perſons and circumttances, feriis & infli- 


, | tutu z 
atq; de anima ipſa,decertant,Dei mandata invertentes,co fib1 ipfy leges ferentes per b pony 
L 5. 6 21, Edit, Bafil, 1570. 


eAnguſtine thought that hoſe obſervances which the whole 
Church kept, and no divetfity of manners had varied, were 
ordained by the Apoſile St. Pax/, This his thought holds forth + 1:0. 
a probabilicy and no demonſtration, for he himſelf in ſome 
place grants,that ſuch univerſal (and de fatto unvacied): rices 
might have been made by a general Council, and we may add 
by cuſtome. Many Ceremonies were univerſal (as many then 
believed) and unvatriedio eAzgsſftize's time, which were in 
following times, either alcered, or altogether diſuſed, Where- 
forte > ſurely becauſe they ceaſed to be uleful, or became huct- 
ful. And theretore if St, Pax! was the author of them, he 
gave them with conſent of che Churches co be uſed ſo lopg as 
they ſaw them to continue ſerviceable , or at leaſt not hurr- 
ful ro Chriftiap religion. fr was difficule inthe ancient times 
roknow whichrices deſcended from the Apolilzs, and which 
not; or which were upiverfal in ſuch anage by chem thar lived 
therein: They many times ſaid ſome Rices to be univerſal, 
which were ſo onely io the part of the Chrittian world where gra. 543, 
they lived, as io the E:ftern or Weſtern Churches, * It was be- /. 5, c. 21. 
fore ſhewed, that many thin2s were ſaid by che Fathers to be £: Sorom. !, 
of divine or Apoſtolical infticution , which were nor —_ LINED 
eed, 
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" mo offc. uct. recent authoras to one Pope or other, So ſome aſcribe the 
prof a ; Roman Liturgy to St. Peter, as Hfidore, every part whereof is 
et ned to other authors by Gregory the great, or Amalarine , 

or Alcuinu; or Strabw , or ſome other which have writep of 

þ - the Roman Service. I find none to decermine in particular” 

' -Dyan. ratio- what part of that Service was made by St. Peter, but onely a 

nale div.offic, few affirming that he compoſed three prayers of it, Bur if he' 

. geip4.4* 1.4 been tie author of it as /ſidore relates, ir is nor to be 

\ doubted, but that the Weferns Churches or moſt of them , had 
uſed onely that _— = - ee arr had a 
IE roper Licurgy y the Churches of 5Spaire nad another proper 

_ _e - - ances and ' Africans had divers in divers Chanches, 3m 

Can. 12, of which had unawares put into their Liturgy ſome prayers 

Ee Carth.3. compoſed by Herericks; which cauſed ſome African Councils 

Can. 23. ro ordain, that no prayers ſhould be received incothe Lirnrgy, 


Eur cum una - 

bt files, fue ou wm as were examined by Learned men or approved by a 
Eccleftarum OUNCli, | | : 

conſuetdines diverſe ? & altera conſuetudo miſſarum in Romana Eccleſia, atq; altera in Gallia- 
' yum Ecclefiis teneatur ? buic mierrogationi Anguſtini Anglorum Epiſcops fic vefþ. Gregoviu 
Papa. 1, 

Tieud fraternutas tua Romane Eccleſia conſurtudinem in qua ſe neminit eruditam ; Sed mibi 
placet, ut froe in Romana, froe in Gallicana ſeu in qualibet Eccleſia aliquid mveniſti quod plus 
amniportenti Deo poſſit placere , ſolicite eligas & in Anglorum Ecclefia, que adbuc ad You 

, inſlitutione precipua, que de mulcis Eccleſiia colligere potuifti, inſundas. Non enim pro lotis res 

ed pro bonis rebus loca amanda ſunt, Ex quibuſq; ergo Eccleſtis » que pia, qua religioſa , que 
4” pf ſunt, eloge 5; & bec quaſe in faſciculum colletia apud Anglorum mentes in con/uetudinem 

we, 


- Every Church, at leaſt every Provincial Church, compaſed + 


their prayers; or other parts of their divine Seryice, as ſcemed 
moſt conducible to their edification,and after alcered the ſame, 

3%1e Bern. Ay. Of Made a new form, or received a form tiſed in another 
| gienſ. de qui- Church, as they pleaſed: Spain or ſome part of it received the 
ſa. rebus ad RomanLicnrgy, And therefore if it ſhould ſeem good to the 
; _— Peri Church of England to mend their Licurgy , or compoſe a new 
' Vide Som, One ( if needbe.) more agreeable co the preſent time , they 


”- bj:7.c,29, ſhould do therein no more then the moſt famousChurches have 
| "P done 


Jedd/IF we (peak of divine'or AppſtolickTofficures in 2 pros! 
per ſenſe : Somerime whit was by one of the Fachers affirmed 
tobefo, was by ſome orher ancient writers referred to a more! 


, 
« 


» 


+] 4 
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done befote , and which can be no Yiſparse 


and-piery of 'the Compoſers of it, which intended onely > 
mike i 6c av coulle forthe le of the Chare in 
cime ( whic iev> they perform exatly ) and pi 
co frame and impole an uachangeable fortn which ly nevet 
prove incongruous to any peflivle variecy in the fate of che 
Charch ; for this is nor 1n che power of any perſons or Chuc- 
ches. Howſoever Ceremonies and a form of Licurgy, are no 
more neceflary for Epiſcopal, then a Presbyterian Govern- 
ment, which may equally erre in defeR or exceſs, or quality of 
the rices and divine Service, 

Now although both the farms of government and all Ec- 
clefiaſtical rices be in their ncure changeable, becauſe of theic 
dependance upon variable circumſtances , yer ſome have been 
leſs ſubje&ro change or abrogation then other, eicher becauſe 
chey be of ſmal efficacy to huce or profic, or becauſe che hurt 
done by them 1s hardly diſcerned, or becauſe the circum- 


ſtances,whichace apr co make them noxious, ſeldome happen , 


or becauſe they are bzlieved co have the Apoltles for their au- 
thors or approvers, 

* Of all other, Epiſcopacy ſeems leaſt ſubje& co abrogation., 
Firſt, b:caule che Churches inall parcs of the world, were al- 
ways firmly perfivad2d,-chat the inficution of Epiſcopacy 
had the Apoſtles hand and ſeal joynzd wich the mocher Chur- 
ches for the confirmation of ic. Secondly, becanſe many 
believed that the Apoliles never permitted rhe Colledge of 
Presbyters to ordain Presbyters 1n the time that they ruled in 
the Churches, this they received by cradicion, to which they 
eaſily gave their afſenr,becauſe they found not ivcheARsof the 
Apoltleg,or the Apoſtolical Epilles;that ſole Presbyters oidai- 


© nedany ( except perhaps by an immediate” command of the 


Holy Ghoſt, which is extraordinary ) buc with a Pcefident ei- 
ther an Apolile or an Evangelift,oraVicegerent of an Apoſtle, 
as Timothy, Tir, Oe, whence they thought it might be yery 
probably colle@ed, that the Apoltles would have givena ptin- 


> of the wiſdome 


Set, 19,- 


cipaliry'of "the exerciſe ot the power of ordination unto one 


Presbyter onely in every Church,ſo as withour hintthe whole 
Colledge conld not ordain , and would haye left the govern- 
ment 


por ſo groſl 
: 2» rhir he Colledge had need of a Prefidepr, both iorhe. 

oycrement, and the Ocdination, which was accordingly gi- 
ven thera by the decree of the Chucch , approved by che Apo- 
{iles, . Sc, Hierome himſelf hath ſome p: ages » which ſeem ro 
8ivaſfm om. favour this opivicn and theretore che. Churches never ſuf- 
wibus (Preſb.) fered a Presbyrer,or ChorSpiſcope, to ordaine , excepr he ſup- 
. efſet conceſſum plied the place of a Biſhop, when he could nor be preſeac, and 

» Cordinare,) the Ocdination could not be delayed; Thirdly, The Presby- 
XL vary pe pu tecian Government was in uſe inthe pureſt pucicy of che Chur- 
* dines,quod non Che5)beginning to ſpread abroad over the world by the preach- 
ſervaretsr ipg of the Apoliles, and yetin leſs then twenty years ſpace 
#rdo; imme p0- Shiſmes grew out of it, which cauſed the Chucchescaour ir , 
Le: .a0d to cltabliſh Epiſcopacy as the belt ancidote againſt 
$ rrbgr rl Schiſme , and for rhe reſtauration and maintenance of the 
_ tumeſt Deicon- Chuc. hes peace. 
'. filiczquod ſolu - ; ; - ae 
Epi/copis ordinum diſpenſatis & aliorum officiorm,ut conſecratio abbatum monlalem & eccleſic> 
run & confmilium con:edatur. Bonevent. i 4.d.25.4-1, 


Now if the Prebyceriat Government was uneffeQuall for 
the preſerving of peace among the moſt godly, and conſe- 
quently the moſt addited to peace , who canexpeR ir (ſhould 
be effetuall to reltore nniop and peace, and to preſerve ic in 
Churches roo full of pollutions and Raines , very much dege- 
neraced from the holineſs of the Apoſtolicalleimes? Ir feems 
a deſperate and prepoſterous courſezro uſe that as a ſoveraigne 
Antiderte in our time, which had the effe& of a Poyſon upon 
the Churches inthe Apolilesrime, A burnt Child dreads the 

_ firez and ſhould not the weaker members of the body dread the 
| fire, that burnt the ſtrongeſt and beſt able co refiſt irs force ? 
Seeing the remainder of naturall corruption inthe moſt holy 

Churches drew the Poyſon of Sciſme from the Presbyterian 

forme of government, we cannot , without high preſumption) 

think that the far bigher degrees of fin remaining iv us, will-be 

idle, & ſuffer grace to make of ir an Antidote againſt Schiſme, 
Movnntebapks are ſeen ſometime ro heal by improper Medi- 
cines, where the firength-of azruce; 'and the concurrence of 


- 
_ 


ſec in common) equally i l byall, it che Col- 
uſed their ruling. power, whereby ic 
i ks: 


*%7 


\c- 


'- 


tnce::of the: Phyſick. So may che Prevbyteriad government 
have io ſome place rhe credit of healing Schiſmes & miaiatain- 
ing peace, when invery truch choſe good effeRts proceed from 


'the confluence of other cauſes , and not from the aptneſs of 


that government toeffet them : For-ic ſeemsipcredible thac 
irſhould have in iran apcneſs to keep us in peace) that hadin ic 
an ineptitude to keep the moſt- peaceably diſpoſed Apoſtolick 
Chriſtians in unity and peace. Whence we may conclude,thac 
alchough the ancient Epiſcopacy be ip its nature changeable, az 
being of rhe Churches, and by conſequence of humane conſii- 
canon , yer; morally and practically it may not be abrogated 
withouc dammage co rhe Church ; which will affuredly fol- 
low, if ſome accidentall benizne influences of ſome other 
cauſes do nor for ſome time hinder ics birth, | 

I am very apt to believe, that the Ghurches, which ſeem 
to uſe the Presbyrerian government y never intended by any 
Law,deſerving the proper name of a Law , to ſettle the primi- 
tive Presbytery ip their Churches , whence the ſad Schiſmes 
aroſe inthe primitive times; much leſs to abrogate che an- 
clone Fanlbopocys which in the judgmenr of the beſt Chrifti- 
ans, and of the Apoſiles,is che healer of Schiſmes, andthe pre- 
ſeryer of peace: Burcthar they intended (as they had good rea- 
ſon) to abrogare the corcupred Hierarchy , wich che multicude 


. of irs oppreſling attendants, and (as neceffity compelled chem) 


ſeemingly co ſuſpend their reception of-the ancient Epiſcopa- 
cy,bur in very deed receiving in ſome hidden ſort the ſabRance 
of ic, ſecretly givingthat Authority ro the moderacof of the 
Colledge of Presbyters,which cantamounrs the Authoricy of 
the ancient Biſhops, . This was done by them in theic Emer- 
oencys out of the Gulfe of the Babyloniſh Idolatry.and Hzre- 
ies » when the Rate of perfons and Circumſtances would not 

mit them. dixe&tly and. manifeſtly roſer up the ancienc 
| covertly and cloached with the apparel el- 
bytery ; Becauſe the appearing of it iD its pative cloMun 
ſeemed ro threaten an extreme dapger of returning 4gain ro 
Idolatrous Babylon, 
ent, the keepipg out of Idolactry ,. and che oper and 

. I 


Thus when two duties became inconh- 
manifeſt 
ule 


DT nn nr con when hey firſt 
theic Reformation, and therefare thac we ſtand in need 
of Weep wo rhe _ "+ Govern- 
Jen, y are much decei incheir opinion 
'of our preſent Rate ; ſecondly, inthe ſequele, if cur caſe were 
like clomp for, when we TING ou 
Babjiew, we were them in many ocher refpedts, 
veeded nor the habic of Pceabyrers, bur falbropurge rche}an- 
cienc Epiſcopacy from.as many ofehe fout 
the, ſing of MUSINGS row to it, asthe of char 
Ma x er i oye Tor wk mee 
17 wi Miimitive a 
on or = Snngs.s _ mnſto of the H 
light, power peace , andrhir for # 
longer time, then any part of thoſe Churches attained unto , 
which _ neceſsuared toſhrowd themſetves under 2nother 
habis. of Government, This I fay noc any way todiſparage 
apy, other Church of Chriſt, (whgen } bonour and pray for 
from.my heart ) or 10 aſcribe ay thingro our own wiſdome 
apd providence, but: to. bonour and glorifieche grace of God 
fox is greet Wercies to-.oue Church, and te defercther Howour 
agaioRt thy miſickes of ſome. 
. Put: nov Qut Condition is c our fins have brought us 
£0-m4 pac pors locy of our Church is rwenedto dark- 
1 comenge (rom which (noewiehflznding 
o hinefs) Gods is mercy (which hath-moft g1 
rioully refiored our Soveraign Locd the King umto his 
domes and Subjects) will be pleaſed, I truſts rodeliyer us, FF 
to beanie ous Chucch wich the primirive Apofloficall Epiſ.. 


Copacy 
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prave, | _ OA, to 
ende 


whom Chriſt hath ordained under Himſelf Miviſter þ@all buil- 
ders of His Houſe ; leaſt the negle& of His Ordinance and Mi- 
viſters cauſe the Lord co blaſt all ocher Counſells and endea- 
yours, how probable ſoever they may ſeem ro be iothe eye of 
the world, Give unto Coſar the things which are Ceſars, and 
ler the Vicegerents of Chritt enjoy the things bzlonging to 
chem ,,let all intereſts have theic due parc 1n this weighty 
work ; indthen whatſoever Government be ſertled , what 
form ſoever of Divine ſervice,whart Rites ſoever and Ceremo- 
nies ſhall be eſtabliſhed, they will with all readineſs and due 
ſubmiſſion be received and embraced by all che people, and all 
che obedienc Sons and Daughters of outdearelt Mocher che 
Church of Exgland : amovg whom it chereſhall b: fomes whoſe 
judgments cannot acquieſce iv ſome determinations of the 
bigher powers, they will wiſely confider; firſt, thar inche re- 
mote concluſions of Divine maximes,all good men in chis our 
ioficmicy will never » and thar nature ceacherh us chat 10 
contcoveries the reſolurion of the major part muſt be obeyed, 
without which debates would never be ended; and St. Pas! 
faith, ler the ſpirics of che Prophers be ſubj:& to the Prophers. 
Secondly, That Cod hath appointed rhe powers civil and 
Ecclefialticall in his co decermigne Eccleſiaſticall contro- 
—_ , _ ro make rr ans hg » from m__ 
judgmenc thero is no appeal buconly to G prayer, Third- 
ly, That to preſerve the peace of the Church and Charity the 
bond of perte&nels, is a ducy to be preferted before the dury bi 
publick reachivg, dirulging , = preachivg mavy of choſe Di- 
2 vine 


_ 
* 


Foncil carth, 
Can 3. 


(a) Tert. de 
preſcript.c,41. 


| Cyprian, Epift, 8d Antonianum Hier, ad Helioderum Conc. Sardicenſ. 6, 13. 


flurb the publick peace , and conſequently the keeping of. 
peace requirech abſtinence in that caſe from ſuch divulg 


And from theſe conſiderations good men; will ipfer that ic 
is good for them , andrthar ic is their duty both forthe lake of 
Gods Anchotiry , for good order ſake, and for Ou narity and 
peace ſake;8& out of a Conſcientious tegard cothe higher pow- 
ers, to acquieſce in their decerminationsy and. co deſiſt from 
oppoſing their privare opinion to the publick judgment, and 
purſuivg their priv&e 1ncereſt to che prejudice -of publick 
peace and Charicy. which Wiſedome and moderation » 
that they may be in all, ler all good imWrpia co the onely 
wiſe avd moſt mercifull God, the- Author of Truth avd 
peace. 


 * An APENDINX. 


Tr manner of the Ordination of Biſhops (forgorten to be 
ſhewed by mem doe place )'is declared by rhe fourth 
Councilt of Carthage in theſe' words ; When a Biſhop is or- 


dained, lay and hold the book of the Evangeliſts upor his head 


and neck, and one Biſhop iog the Benediction over 
him , ler che reſt of che Biſhops preſent couch his head with 
cheir hards, The Church never accounted any to be capable 
of this Epiſcopall Ordination that was not firſt ordaited a 
Presbyter, the manner of whoſe Ordination , was that the 
Biſhop bleſſing him (ſaying, receive the Holy Ghoſt, whoſoever 
fins you ſhall rewitt,&c.) and laying his hand upon his head, rhe 
Presbyrers preſent lay cheir havds upagyhis head by the hand 
of the Biſhop, 

There was a (4) Canon in uſe in the ſecond Century (when 


It 


rioug offices, and the time! wherein chey ſhould heve gi 
proofe of their faithfulneſs and induſtry in the order of Presby 


Ps » 


rery, have been Baptiſed, made Presbyrers , and then Biſhops 
within few dayes, and ſome (it may be) took theſe rwo laſt or- 


ders in the ſame houre, Bur this was very rare, and b 
Gtion, or was liablero an EcclefuRicall cenſure, + 


y diſpen- 


When apy under the degree of a Presbyter, was by the igno- 
rance or perverſneſs of ſome Biſhops , ordained a Biſhop, no- 
thipg done by him was eſteemed valid , bur what his tormer 
degree did warranty or a Laick might ip neceſſity do, uptill he 
was made a Pcesbyter, | Bellarmine faich' truly , that ic is im- 
poſſible thar ove ſhould be ordained a' Biſhop ( fir to offitiate ) 
which was nor before a Presbyrer, or 61d nor take both orders 
to:ether, For (faith he) Epiſcopacy includes Presbyrery in 


its eſſence, and a Biſbop, no Presbyter,isa figment, a Biſhop 


being nothing elſe þur the firſt or chief Presbyrer, Whence 
he doth rightly inter that che Ocdination of 2 Biſhop ,. com- 


pared with the Ordipation of a Presbyrer , is ( being in irſelf 


preciſely conlidered) inferior ro it,as bein 
as weerly Ecclefatticall , and which t 


Cannot execute. -; - - . 


h 


2.of noefficacy asto 
e civil Magikrate 


'Here ſgme doubts are raiſed which. by divers are diverſely 
reſolved. As whether Chrilt did ordaine the Apoliles in che 
fickt place Presbyrers,and after thar Biſhops 2 and if ſo, when 
was this done? or it it befaid that Chriſt made them Apoſtles, 
Presbyters and Biſhcps,in one and the ſame Ocdioation , how 
can ic be proved that Chriſt gave the Apatiles the powers now. 
proper to Biſhops , not only as _ 


cers, bur alſo as they were ro have 


were extraordinary Ofh=, 
cceſlors ; and pot rather 


that Chciſt ceſerved thole powers as they were to be copveyed 


by ſucceſſion to be given in a more convenignt -rime 2 it is 
| 2enerally 


iDſe- ponds in ui- 
» Niceph, C 


ba) 


£5. 


i''b I & TS IR *s. 
y 8 | A S. 

A oy - . -, hy / 
* -&. 4 | , 
” ®* | Y . 

Eq, +1! 
- 
” 


- 
- 


by 


cholick Churchto belong to Presbyrers; and therefore ic may 

* not be reaſonably thought char/any of choſe places of che Evan- 

gelifts which promiſe choſe powers , or incimiate chem ca be 

?ivenyor require the execution of them,conveigh an Epiſcopa- 

Cy tothe Apoſtles ſuppoſed before ordained Presbyrers, Some 

ſay, that St. Cyprian and ſome other of the Fathers affirm 

Chriſt is ordaiving the Apoſtles to have ordained Biſhops , 

and that Biſhops areche Apofiles ſucceſſors ; and. Prevbyters 

the ſucceffors of the Jo Diſciples, To theſe ObjeRions the 

Ad Þr(Fovej- anſwers are teady and cakie.” Firlt, At ſaich, char Chrift 

ann P/, 44. by his Apoſtles conſtituted and ordained Biſhops, avd As- 

. gnftine faith;thir the Church conceived Biſhops, neither of 

rhem wtiteth that | Biſhops werE'vertually ordained in-the 

Apofiles Ordination, veicheris chisexpreſly ſaid iv any anci- 

Is Hifi. 1. ad ent Anthor, Secondly , Ambroſe the conmremporary or elder 

Timeth, c. 3. then the true Ambroſe ſaith, char the Ordination of a Presby- 

cer and Biſhop is one and the ſame, rhis may ſeem ſtravge, tor 

in his and the'preceding times, they were diſtin , bur his 

following words declare his meaning when he gives this rea- 

Cyprian ad ſon, namely, becauſe both Presbycer and Biſhop are Sacerdo- 

florentinm,&c. jeg, Priefts, which ſhews that in ſaying, that the Ocdinacion 

Epif. of a Preybyter and Biſhop is the ſame, he meanr quaterns Se- 

cerdotes,” us they were Pacts of Piezbyrecs, their 6rdination 
was the ſame, as : 5 

| So: he orher Fayre leverns which ay Haw FG in 

., - ſpeaking ſome things ro the Apoſtles, as , He that bearath you » 

| = ger beareth'me, 8c, ſpake in awd by them to Biſhops, or thatin 


them 
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offices by clear 
Teſtimonies of the holy Scti away Young's cp Cas * 
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JN 


'*power they received was rather the 


ſay , thar Biſhops are Succeflors of the 
ſucceflors ofche 70 Diſciples, their 

meaning was, That having reſpe& to the Diſtiv&ioo which 
the Apottles made, beryeen ene Pregbyrer and the reft, 
ove in Church co a preſidency over 
Prefident Presbyter , which is che Biſhop, 
poliles , hele—Svouthas , and the ſubje& 
Presbytecy Ei 70 Diſciples, in ſome likeneſs of 
andi rity, 

The Fathers could not mean, That the Presbyrers were 
ordained in the Ordination of the 78 For 

Firft, None ofchem had any good ground to affirm, That - 
che 70 eicherhad ſo ample an ordinary power ( if they had 
avy ordinary power) as the have ; or thae the. 
of an Office to 44 


continue in them , then a power 
certain time after , which the 
akhowoh Pope Nicholas the ficlt a 
had the Offices of Biſhops, and Cer ordain Presbyr 

Secondly, The Form'ot Ordination, ab hrnt in our "Church, 
and iv the Roman ponrificial, doth manifefily ſhew , That 
Presbyters were vieeually ordained in the Ordination of the 
Apoſtles, after our Saviours poem imon tam god when: he ſaid, 


was to lee them, Wweuen/. 


Recervn y0 the Holy cover [ins _—_ the which 
entire words are uſed in for nan ,and only one 
member of the words are aſed iwede ordingel of biſhbops;chac 


is-Receive rhe Holy Ghoſt veliich words do nor ſerve ro comeigh. 
unto them-all power ro remit, *eeNcw which they had received - 


in their Ordibarion,co bue chey ſerve ro give them 
the power of Preſidency, w reby the Biſhop is conftirured : 
and therefore Freabyters and as _ be Preabyters, 


ace the primary Snecefſors of rhe Apoftles, and 


3 as 
Biſhops, 


todoſome afts for a Shoicons 
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Pony maey 7 2/09 inexth ordipadon avd glove _- en ihe Proſe 
ritum Tem. ln eat} Pcesbyre Ghoſt , che et $ of P : ») 
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thes many ſorrs of -prayers follow, 'Whevce we may gather, 
thac the prayer to be' made ovetchim differs from Thee 
prayers, and that under the'word”f Prayer] the, words of | 
benedition , which are'z Reterve the Holy Ghoſt" Whoſorver 
ſms ye- remit, &C. are ga ann =) For thofe ' words pro- 
pounced by the Biſhop asthe:mourh of the Church are a vir- 
tual prayer , the heavenly gifr. ſignified by chem; and to be x4 anus rmpoſe.. 
oiven inthe uſe of them, being begoed of God in rhe pre- tiones werbe 
ceding, and alſo in the ſubſequent prayers, And asthey are/** m1iia 
pronounced by the Biſhop ſupplying the place and inftead of nes Kc 
Chriſt,cheyare Chriſts benediCtion,and a fignification of his 0-41, gu accyi« 
ative will ip giving the Holy Ghoſt unto ſome (that's Pres- ens auttorita- 
ytets 1D their ordivation) to auchoriſe chem ro do the exter- fem teſte com- 
nal a&s of binding and looſing, &'c. and to accompany thoſe/##te ſua , 
a&s duely exerciſed inthe union and communion ot the true- mans + _— 
x drape Church; and unto others ( that is ; Biſhops, in grium Deo of- 
theic ordination) ro anthorize and enable chem for the emi- ferre. Ambroſ. 
nenc, uniyerſal, and prefidential uſe and adminiftration of the #® Epift. ». ad 
ower of binding and lookng before received in theic Preſ- —_— «> 
boned ordivation , and for the ſole exerciſe of the Powe wand Dow? 


. of ordination, and ro accompany their ſeryice duely perfor- largirur xre- 


med in the union and communion of rhe true Church of tian, homo im- 


hong are 'no ſufficient” atguments to: prove 'thar the foreſaid 
words of bevedition were nor ufed in che Primitive cimes. 
We may further provethem co be 'thery in uſe by this , that 
of all the integral pares of: Presbyrers ordination , 'we find 
. K no- 


is confirmed by pry min pee try Re ebek 4 
is Co | the | who having 
laid his hand co ordain « Pregbyter, and the-Presbyzecs cheic 
hands , uſed the eyes and of a Presbyrcer. co read and- 
che benedition, Its not laid that the Presbyrer 
read the prayers ( alchough ics moſt likely he read thera ) but 
the benedition. And why > ſurely becatiſe rhe prayers were the 
common prayers of the whole Church , -and; che bevedition 
onely proper to the Biſhop, and cherefore that ordivation. 
was rejected -as unlawful and invalid,a Presbyter and \noca Bi- 
ſhop having prolated the benediction : and the Biſhops com- 
miffion was of no value, beczuſe prohibiced by the” Canons in 
force at thar time, Above 300 years before this Biſhop, iv 
thertime of Atheneſixu, all the Presbyrers ( and Iſchyras among ”PY 
them ) which were ordained by Celythwe a pretended Biſhop , #5 
Achanaſ. is s- Were refuſed ro be received by the Church in that degree, | 
polag, 2. becauſe Colythws was proved to be onely a Presbyter, whoſe of 7 | 


eons kr mmpe mom Sr judgment * the Church, che m_—_—_— of 
erm, er exitt- rhe Apoſtles made invalid. ve Carnotenſis ws of 
pry the ordination of Presbyters, and haviog ſaid, thac on Ho 
and Presbyters had laid their hands, he adds, and they ipvo- 
catethe Holy Ghoſt upon them which are ordained ; where . 
he leaves nothing proper for che Biſhop bur-the words of be- 
nediction prolated by him, and onely by him as io the place of 
Ss arr" oat ney: ons ia the narne of the RO con- 
__ oregations in the name and place of our Seviour.. 
PR ru A Ambroſe writing to a Biſhop whom he had ordained, (aich, 
2 — the ordination which thou hak received by the impofition of > | 
my hands, avd bepediftionin the name of «he Lord Jeſus is 
ks Bia, c. 58, Dot reprehended, Hierowe faith. chat ordibation is oor ful- 
— filledowelyby imprecatiep of-the yoyce; bur ky —_— 
tion of hand. Now becauſe the benediQion was a tto 
be ſaid, while the Biſhop and Presbyters (in the ordination \ # 
of theſe ) impoſe and hold their hands on the head of the 
To 


4$ 


, FIdv's Titagier z Rites ," Fic. 
ſon to be ordained ( the formal prayer going before the 
polition avd following —_— and becauſe ic ische pri 

cipal pare of the ordination , ro which the impoſition of 


is ſubſervient, as it is a vertual prayer, Sr, Auguſt, ſairh', Þ* beptif. 
' what is impofirion of hand, bur 4 pr 


over aman? And as* 
it is ſpoken by the Biſhop in Chriſts tead, delivering the Ec- 


clefiiftical power in Chrifts name » 


( 10 the office of the ſacred miniſtery ) receiving authority 19 con- 
firmed forhis work, that he may be bold to offer Sacrifice to 
Cod in Chrifts feed, Whereby we ſee that impoſition of 
hand, and the benedifion, are dittind parts of ordination, yec 
ſo copjunct , and the benedition fo excelling the impoſirton 
of hand, that the whole is reckoned nothing elſe bur a bene- | 
diction or prayer. 

I confeſs thar I did ſometime begidt to ſuſpeR, rhat when 
the Roman Courr had determined ordination ro be a Sacra- 
ment properly ſo called, as bapriſm, and ivftitured by our Sa- 
viour , they put in thoſe words in the ſolemniry of ordina- 
tion, for che berter confirmution and prop»gation of their 
new opinion ; but conſidering rhe teafons atoreſaid , and ef- 
pecially chat the bleed Reformers of our Church have recai- 
nedthe ſame words,and nothing doubring bur chat in ſodoi 
they did not fayour the popiſh optoion , bur were pzrſwa 
they did therein follow rheir patrern, which was the uſage of 
the Primirive Chucch , Irejetedrhar conceit and ſufpition, 

The firſt Aurhor that I cap remember to have read, more 
yep intimating the ſaid words of benedidtion to be 
uſed in the ordinatiov of Presbytery, is our Connery-man 


eAlexander of Hale, intheſe words; the Keyes ( ſaith he ) Sunn, part.y; 


ace given withthe ſacerdotal order , when ir is ſaid, 


fore you remit; &c,, and when a Biſhop is.conſecrared , another ®* + 


Key is not conferred upoy him; but rhe-pſe df rhat firſt Key is 
exrended. Thus far he, who flourifhed abour che year 1240; 

Inthe words | #hoſe fins ye remit, &c.} remiſſion muſt nor 
be taken precifely forthe raki exay tho petle of fin, or the 
reconciling of pxnitenrs cher private or pnblick re- 
pentance for fivs commitred after baptiſm , bur alfo for rhe 
Sg” K 3 [a- 


| e ſaith , rhar the = ZpiÞ.. r. ad 
impoſirton of hands are myſtical words whereby the ele& Timotk, c, 4. 
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Paſtors (nct becauſe neceſlary to ſalvation , buc becauſe ir 

was found very profitable as the times and perſops were then 

qualified, ) ms publick. offendors were brought co publick | 
repentance , avd (this.beipg duely performed) were publick- 

ly reconciled to God and his Church. Theſe chipgs beips ſo 

. frequent and ſolemn, yer wy irkfome and grievous to Net 

- » apdblood, it was very peceflary for the Fathers of the Church 

' ro put the people dayly in mind of the benefic of thoſe con- 

x Aa penirence,,. and the neceſſity of both as ro fcan- 

da Ences in order to a publick, reconciliation ,. which 

rhey could not ocherwiſe do becter rhen:by,making- uſe of 

oy choſe places of. Scripture for the Demonſtrarion and proof 

of the peoples Dury, andthe certainty and comfort. of heir 
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cial offices; inſticuted as the means which God would bleſs 

( if nor abuſed) for the begetting and. increafing of ſaving 

grace. Yeaſome of chem have cxperbely taughc, that the 
preaching of' che word, baptiſm , and conſequencly che Lords 

Supper are Keyes which open Heaven co ſome; and (har Hea- 

ver ag1iplt others , and are che inſtruments of Godg power 

to looſe ſome from the bonds of gs and power of fin, 

and co bind choſe that refuſe to be looſed by them, For, doth 

not the Lords Supper bind. che unworchy receivers, who cac 

and drink theic own damoation! and doth it por ſer at liberty 

and open Heaven to them, who in eating and drioking ac- 

cording cothe will of Chriſt eat and dripktheic own falva- 

tion 2 bur lets hear what holy Hierome ſaith , the Apoſtles do ns Uſa, 6. 2.4 
- looſe men ( ſaith he ) by che words of God, the ceftimony ER 
of che Scriptures and exhortation of vercues. And again 10 z,jp. ad'ne- 
another place 4s Apoſtles ( faichh2) ip chez firſt day of a, 4. 9: 
Chriſts reſucr rec:ived the grace of the Holy Ghaſt, We 
whereby they might remic fins and} baptiſe and make ſons of 
God, and give the ſpicic of adoption to believers , our $1- 
viour himlelf ſaying , Whoſoevers ſis ye remit, they ſhall be re- 
muced, Thus far Hierome, 

Thepowers promiſed unto Sc, Peter in Matth, ch, 16, and 
the powers given uato the Apoltles, when ouc Saviour breath- 
ed upon. them and (aid , Receive the Holy Ghoſt, &c. and the _ 
pon mencioned inthe 18 chap. of. St, Autthew, ſuppaſzd 

fore given, oc to be in a ſpecial manner giyen incim? to OS 
come; are one and the ſame powers, and fo taken to be by che C7 _ TP 
DoRars of che Primicive'Chucchy, which chey do ay / wx ey 
acknowledge to be given. unto the Apoltles both in-righc and defenir, c, 1. 

Mon. ( as. co ras. eſſential parcs of +cha3 powers). betore & 5, 
Chrifts death: alchqugh chere is ſome ſeeming variety among _e 3-4 . 
chem concerning che punt of time befoce his death, whereia (1; 
Chciſt gaye them declacatively unco.them, and the immediate achana\. [erm. 
ſubje& ro whom they were given, in illud [ py 

Conlideriogheic ſayings concerningthis mucer, and com- /734 i pagymn, 
paring them cogerhec , and ſo expounding, them, chat they aL 4: fm.” 
ag 3 May p1:cnt Prelat. 
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br. ct renting 4 amo og ;- theſe 

do nor deny the ſaid powervro have been given ( as tot 
effentiats) unto the Apoſtles when he chem ro the Apo- 
Rieſhip,and gave chem che name of Apoftles; For they could x | > 

- por chink,chac Chrifigryethem the name of the office,withour 

che office ic ſelf : And it appears char che Apoſtles preached 
_ and bapriſed before the promiſe of them was made unto Pe- 
ter, They received with rhe name of A -the ro 
524.26 miviſter afl che dofrine and means of (zlvation which Chriſt 
AR. 16, 16, intended in due timeto defiver unto them, And therefore 
when the Sacrament of che Euchariſt was infticuced, they 
needed not a new ordination , bot onely a fignificarion of 
Chrifis pleaſure, that chey ſhould uſe the power before given 
them in the adminiſtration of this ordinance » which is bur 
chey 


our 


pany cheic . 
lat miniftery they they had io cheir ficſt call andieſs mp6 Of - W, 
._ Avg. de Tyini- dinacion , of in the ſubſequery manifeſtation chereof before 
= fate,  civi- his death, This is the more proper ordination of- the mivi- 
"=p «294 ers of the new teſtament, the full original and ſeminal tra- 
TS News dition of the minifterial powers , whereby all facnce ordina- 
Teſtam, c. 93. (ions of the like kifd are ſanRtified : and for theſe cauſes. onr 
: Saviour iterated their ordinationco the paſtoral extraordinary 
and ordinary offices , andthe racher leaſt his dearh mighe be 
chought to have made void their firſt-more ſecret and covert 
ordination. Some late writers think, that Chriſt, leſthis aſ- 
cenfion into heaven might ſeen to have oullified the ſecond 
whe: ordination , did ordain che Apoſtles che third time in the day 
* Hier. epifl.aq Of Pemevoſt ; bor its more likely that he did then onely com- 
Hedib,q.g. plere their ordination in the meaſure of extraordinary and 
ordinary gifrs of the fpicit, enabling chem, and inthem rhe 
factending Paſtors for the berrer-execution of theit paftoral 
4 , fupRions, rang .brv- fachers agree alſo —_ that _ 2 
yprimn. de ozve- equal power and” atthoriry unto alt rhe Apoſtles 
Faplcu.Pre- made thero all tniifierial rocks «nd farddons, gare-uore 


>, 
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them the Keyes of the hea (dome, and geve them” © 
with the Keyes in their hatds4roco the Charchy for whoſe x- Aug. de verdy 
dification onely they and-theit (uccefdors were: to uſe chem, Peomini ſerm. 
The eyes are nor more the bodies; then Paſtors and their - deft. 
Keyes are the Chucches ; and as the body cannoc ſee but by che *41.5.18. 
. eyes, ſo the Church cannot encet inco heaven by any other 
member ( uoder Chriſt ) of che mytical body, without che 
ſervice of the Pattars- opzning wich-cheic Keyes che gares of 
heaven forher, As the Apoities were miniſterial rocks, fo 
was Peters Confellion an ioftrunencal rock : and in a ſecond 
place , the confeſhon and preaching of the reſt of the Apoſtles 
were ſo too ; by che m23ns of which rocks che Church is builr 
upon che foundation of foundations, the principal cock onr 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, Yer Peters, confeſſion was not wichour a Hilar. is Math, 
great reward : He bad che ficit promiſe of rhe Keyes to- be 73 = 
given unto him after Chrilt's ceſu:reRion,wich the more abun}. 2 75: 
dant meaſace of the grace-of the Holy Ghoſt , which he chen 
received wich the reſt of che Apoitles; yer fo that he was the 
firſt in order which received chem before the reſt, He had a 
pame given him by our Savions trom: che principal rock; He Ambrol. ſem. 
was made the firſt in order and had of the Apoliles : che fickt Fo 
miniſterial rock: and his preaching was made che fickt inſtry+ by A vprikr 
mental rock,” He was made the fick preacher to, and convertor " 
of the Jews an4 Gentiles; the Apoſtle and Paſtot of the Jo: 19: & 
felt Chritian Church «free Chrif aſcenfion z which: was che 15>" */t: 
mother of all othec Churches, And bzcauſe ic was believed n+ Perro vide 
that he had his choyceſ an i longelt refidence in Rowe, whece- Aug, retraft. 
in by hisminiitery the Goſpz1 was firt planced , chu Church 4 7. <- 21. 
was counted the Ptinceſtof Chutches , chemorhec of Churs A_ | 
ches, as he was accounted and called the Prince of the As (cron 
poltles, All theſe priviledgas did ſerve coſhem cheunity of Cypr, abi ſup. 
the Church, and the nnity ot che holy miniltery and minifters & «d Antoni- 
thereof , anded conmend unto all th: ſors of che Church , 22um- 
the preſervation of unity in do&t-ins , worſhip , Diſcipling 
and chatity, There be maty pacticuler Charches of Carift , 
yerall bur one Church, as Peters Church was one; there be 
many Biſhops and Presbyrerg, yer as' Peter was alone the A+ 
pokile of che firſt Church which repreſenced all rhe hejieg 

"Ih: urcnes , 
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many miniſters of rhe Goſpel are one io 
Pater, and che miniſtery one in him, And as the Churches 
and miniſters were one in theic fountains and roors ;' ſo they 
ovghec to preſerve the _ among themſelves, the mi- 
vitters imitating the faithfulneſs of Peter , and che flock imi- 
cating rhe obedience and holineſs of che Church of Peter, 
"If- Rome had perſiſted in #and contented her ſelf wich the do- 
tcine of St. Peter, and not added rhereto Idolatry, ſuperſti- 
tions and hzrefizs, we would gladly have owned and honour- 
ed her Biſhops as the prime ſucceſſors of Peter, and the Church 
of R ome, as the like {nccefior of Peter's Chnrch : bur, ro ouc 


| beaccs uvſpeakable grief we ſpeak it,” the gold 'is become 


dimime , the moſt fine gold is chavged , rhe holy Ciry is be- 


 _.comgamhaclor, O that (he wonld'recurn to her firſt'husband 


De dignstate 


C, 2, 


that we might return co her! Ther's Peter's chair where Peter's 
preaching 1s ſincerely 'imicated , that's Perers Church which 
'1micares her faich and holineſs, which when Rowe ſhall do , 
ſhe ſhall recover her precedency of ſucceſſion, 
| Thus Petey had a primacy among the Apoſtles, but no' ſu 

riotity of command over them: All paſtors were in him firſt 
and ſecondarily inthe reſt of the Apoſtles, Peter (faith Am- 
broſe) did not alone receive the ſheep, bur received them with 
us, and we receivedthem witch him.Chriſtio the Apoſtles gave 
unto all Paſtorsthe power of ordainingPaſtors.becauſe he gave 


- them the Keyes to be conveyed to ſuccefſors, Bur the power 


of appointing who among the Presbyters ſhould exerciſe 
them , and how, and who among them ſhould be governours 
of the uſe of the Keyes, was not conveyed with the Keyes ro 
all Paſtors in the Apoſtolical ordination; becauſe ir” was pe- 
culiar ro the extraordinary office of the Apoſiles , either to 
leave thatto the wiſdome of che Church avd ordinary Paftors 
co order , or to ſettle it in one Presbyrter affiſted with the 
Colledge of Presbyters, or otherwiſe, as the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhould guide them, We may not think that our Saviour did give 
unto every Presbyter power to ordain, preach, adminiſter the 
Sacraments , excommunicare; or abſolve, at hisown will and 
pleaſure,wichour any appoincment of a flock,or calling him co 


_ account of : his Sterrard(bip,&c, for this is againſt the light of 
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nature, unleſs God had given unto Presbyrer-wiſdome 
and a will which could not erre in the ordecly uſe of the 

4 > es, ashe gave unto the Apoſtles; withour which extra- 

inary grace the houſe of God in thar caſe had been full of 

«| » diſorder and copfufion, which Chriſt would nor permir, 

If rhe power of dif and governing the a& of ordi- 
vation, and the exerciſe of the aRs of binding and looſing had 
beengiventorhe body of the Presbycers by our Saviour » the 
Apoſties and univerſal Chutch had neyer deprived the Col- 

ledge of that anthority: Wherefore as the firſt planting of the 

Chriſtian Churches was proper to the Apoſtles, ſo the con- ' 

ſtitutivg of theform of government, and the governors of 

the exerciſe of the as of ordination, and the Keyes was com- 

\ mitred onely ro their cruſt, And ir was very copgruons that 
Chriſt would vor determine the form. of rhe government of 
his Church and Paſtors thereof before his aſcention into hea- 
ven , and che taking full ſon of his goverpment and 
Kingdome at-che right hand of his Father, | 

- The Apoſtles planted the Churches after this manner : 

/ : When God had bleſſed their miniftery in Cities and confide- 

| rable Towns, and inthe Country adjacent, in the converſion 
of many ro God,they conltitured one congregation or Church 
of all che converts in that Ciry or good Town and the Conn- 
try abour ir , So ordering Ecclehiſtical Corperations as 
might, asmuch 45 could be , bet - eng the civil corpo- 

| — ard cheir rms reduce ing of wget _ 5 ns 

th ained Paſtors,a e mavy in every Ciry-Church , #6 eff Eccle- 

jo which they left the Colledge of Presbyrers governors borh þ* 4 —_— 
of the Paſtors ipdividully conſidered, and the whole flock , ,,7 2.14 
yer wich and under chemſelyes or their vicege as prefi- 16s. 

i dents, when cither of chem were preſent. Bur within a ſhort Anmbro. de 1- 

 rirme, when Chrifiavity was much ſpread in ſeveral Nations, ſaac & anina 

- and many City-Charches were grown populous, ſo thar they {;7. B 

had many leſſer Chnrches nnder them ;:2nd che Apoſtles and |; pecje. | 
their Vicegeredcs conld be preſent bur in very few in compati- j. zen eft que- 

- ſon of the 4ar greater number which wanted cheirſociery , the non baber S4> 

| Col in theſe began to be divided among themſelves, and cerdatem. 

; t© divide the Churches, which cauſed the. Apaltles guided, -* 

L cherennto 
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- hereto by the S irac of | 1 to.copſent t Aa chapge of the 
parmnd ohs abich ins by the Colledges 7 bodies without a 


head, andſo apt to ſwerve inrulipg populous. Churches ) inco 
a preſident aa. Church choſen-our of the Paſtors, coge- 
ther with the Colledge of the City and beſt Pregbyrets as his 
Senate and Counſellors. And then both the Apoſtles and E- 
vapgelifts, or Apoſtolical helpers, which were extraordinary, 
Biſhops,become ordinary Biſhops to be ſucceded by ochers. 
And theſe laſt were like our Arch-biſhops, having mavy Bi- 
ſhops under them, as 7 itw in Creet, &'c. and the Apoliles were 
like our Primates but of higher auchority, and having more 
Arch-biſhops under them. Here. we may. obſerve, chat che 
original occaſion of Epiſcopacy dorh very much commend ic , 
it beipg introduced co heal the evil of Schiſme, and, by pre- 
venting it for time to comezto ſecure the peace of the Church: 
And it hath and will be the more acceptable co the Churches, 
7's 5 ic was inſticuted or confirmed by the Apoſtles at rheic 
defire. 

Unto the impolition of hands , benediQtion and prayers 
(which were of the eſſence of the ordinations of Biſhopsand 
Presbyters) many Ceremonies were in time added, ſome 
ſooner , {ome later , which ſerved co make a clearer, mani- 
feſtation of the Eccleſiaſtical powers received in and by them; 
which additional Ceremonies in time became 100s of 
foul miſtakes : Some makiog che additions to be the. eſſence of 
the ordinations,or por thereof; other multiplying the ordipa- 

\ tion of the Apoſtles, according to the diverſity of kinds of 
- thepowets, which chey io very deed received, but in one. or- 
dination, alttiougb.iceraced for ſome ſpecial reaſons, , 
When the Schoolmep began to write, they found the Roman 
Court fall of corrupt doRrine,which they thought themſelves 
bound to maintain, miſtaking-& miſcalling the evil good, and 
the good evil, They found in the ordination of a-Presbyter the 
| | Patene with Bread,. and the Cup with4he-Wioe ( boch ug- 
'+.p 4... Conſecrated ) co be delivered uncoche party co be. ordained , 
| St. Flr. with chefe words ſpoken by che Bibop, v1x, Take power to 
| For is 4.4 ts vat gg wy ns 


: Fijor offet, &'c, which Zr d to rdinaticn 'abour 
* & Tho,jn 4, 509. yur 700 (44 i8 le > ) ſore: Schoolmess and alſo 
= 34, | . 1 ; ; Pope | 


= . + Sls 
x - P 

C 2 4 

XY -- 


f 
z 


- 


Liturgies, Rites , 8c. - © | 
Pope Fugexiay the fourth, affirm to be the matrer avd forme 
of the conſecration of a Presbyter, making che impoſition 
of hands with the words , Receive the Hely ber op &e. 
ro belong onely to the ſolemnity thereof , - and nor to 
be eſſential to it ; ag1inſt the judgment of ali antiqui- 
ty 


”? 


Other maintainche delivery of che Patene with Bread, apd Scorus i 4; 
the Cup with wine in ic, together with the ſaid words ſpoken. 24. 

by che Biſhop , to be ove parr of the ordination ; and the im- Moy in 3. 
poſition of hands with the words, Receive the Holy Ghoſt, & e, aſp. we. 
ro be an other part rhereof ; and both theſe parts ro conſtitute ;yoments ord, 
the whole effence of 'the ordination : As if our Saviour had, r, c. 9. 
made the Apofties Presbyters by wo diſtin ordinarions , 
che one before his death, and rhe other afcer his reſurreRion , 
whereof the firſt (if we will wichourt reaſon believe them ) 
made them Prieſts, the ſecond gave them the power of bind- 
ing and loofing , and made them complete Presbyrers. 

As concerning the ordination of Biſhops, Divines ( ſaich - 
Vaſq.) do not well agree at'what time they were ordained, * 3:7: 4:343, 
Some think that Chriſt ordained chem , when he ſaid, Receive ' " 
the Holy Ghoſt, Whoſe ſins ye remu, & c. this opinion is juſtly re- 
jeed by Vaſques ; ubleſs it may be made good, that Biſhops 
and Presbyters had one and the ſame ordination ; for all effinc 
chat Pregbyters were ordained by thoſe words, Other 1ma- 
vine Peter alone t9 have been imediately ordained by our Sa- 
viour , and rhe reſt of the Apoſiles by Peter, Fc. fo Bllar- 
mine and others : bur this aſſertion doch nor pleaſe Faſgues 
and we cannor be pleaſed with ſuch figments. Others doe 
conceive our Saviour to have ordained them Prieſts and Bi- 
ſhops, when he' ſaid, Do this ;n remembrance of me; This 
opinion is as falſe as rhe 1aft. Some think chem ordained in the 
day of Pentecoſt ; "2d Vaſques himſelf rhinks chem ro have 
been ordgiped , when Chrif aid unto them, Goteach all us- 


tions, '&'c,- Which is as groundleſy an opinion as apy of the 
reſt: 'Whereas iv trath'whenthey were ordained Apoftles, 
they were made Predbyters, having the paſtoral powers which 
wereto be trabſmitted to ſyccefſors, and were alſo made ex- 
traordinary Biſhops, —_ effential ro their extraotdivary 
«Ng 2 on 
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offices,but werenor madeBiſhops, which were to be ſucceeded, 
uncil chey chemſelves,dy conficming the prudent choice of the 
Churches, had inſtituted Epiſcopacy. . 


The Schoolmen found che Laicks impower'd « bag mo . 
y diltio- 


fion from Ronss, &c, to excommunicate: Hence 

ouiſh berween the power of the Order and the power of ju- 
riſdiftiov, We gather from the holy Scriptures and the pra- 
Rice of the Primicive Church, that excommunication was. 
ordained to be a mean to bring a perſon , guilty of ſome 


ſcandalons fiv commirced after Biptiſmy co the degree of re- 


eptance and humiliation ; meer firſt , co receive- pardon of 
n through faith iv Chriſts blood, Secondly , to fatisfic and 
edifice the Church by good example in proportion to the of- 
fence given and harme done by his bad example. Thirdly , to 
rake away the evil propenſity, the skars and blots. made. inthe. 
Soulby the fin committed, and to reſtore the offender to the 
degree of puricy of Soul and conſequently of communion with. 
God, and of Gods loyeto him which he enjoyed before his 
fall; which are obtlined when God is glorified and pleaſed. 
the humiliation in proportion to the diſhovour done to 
26d, and the divine diſpleaſure incurred by .fin,.. Fourthly .» 
ro receive more ſtrength to make the penitenc able ro ſtand » 
and avoid the like fall in time co come. In the fic four Cen- 
curies afcer our Savionrs bicth, a full abſolution was not gran- 
Vito, wy Precoree ar ig caſe of — until. che 
Y reSDYLers is repencance and humiliation 
to-have reſtored him to Gods grace and favour , the good opi- 
pion of che Church, and to his former ſpiritual rengrh in 
grace. And therefore we may be aſſured, thatno man was ex- 
communicated from the Church milicanc, but in ordec to 
receive graceto reſtore him to and fic him for the Church tri- 
umphanc ; and thatic was the ſame Key which did ſhur.che 
dores of both Churches againſt che offender, and was to open 
the dores unto him, having giver ſufficienc reftimopy of .a 
due humilucion, . The Carholick Charch in che Primitive 
times did not divide. excommunication. into two - diſtin 


kinds 


kinds, that is, into excomminicarion from the.Church eri- 
umphant ,: and excommunication from che Church milicane , 
the ficſt proper to the Bifhop and Presbyrer , and the other 
peculiar to the Biſhops and his Commirtezs, Presbyrers or 
lay ; this co be exerciſed by che power of Juriſdiction, the for- 
mer to be exerciſed by the power of order, that is, the power 
which Biſhops and Presbyters received from' Chriſt by theic 
ordination, Whereby we underſtand the power of jariſdi- 
&ion, iD this ſenſe as oppoſedro rhe power of order, to be the 
oift neither of Chriſt nor of his Apoſtles, If che Church 
ave this power , it was a corrupt Chacch that gave it, for 
by this ordinance of man the ordinance of Chriſt is made 
void ; The ordinance of man, is exalted above the ordinance 
of Chriſt ; for the excommunication which is Chrifts ordi- 
nance may be executed by the Presbyrer (in ſubordination co 
the Biſhop, but) wichour his Commiſſion ; the humane ex- 
communication 1s made peculiar co the Biſhop the chief of- 
ficer ip the Chutcch , to be execured by himfelt or ſome other 
by his commiſſion, Mach good do it to the. Roman Biſhops 
whoſe cheif Biſhop fict invented ic: our Biſhops like ic nor , 
it hath beep coo importuvate to tick ( ip part) unto them, 
but they will perfe&ly ſhake ic off , as ſoon as they ca. 
The excommunication which is Chriſts ordinance hath 
parts or members , whereby it may bz more or leſs full, grea- 
rer of leſſer; but ic ought not ro be ng with a mate, a 
brat of mans invention, Dexwpar jw ( ſaith Ambroſe) & ſol- Dt pexitentle] 
vend; ejſe voluit & ligandi: God would that there ſhonld be & 7. © »+, 
equally, asa right of looſing, ſo a right of png And roms pe 
therefore he that hatch not the righr of. looſing ( faith he ) ;,m Saerde. 
neither bath he che right of binding, And alittle after , he tis, jus avcem 
cthac hath (ſaith he) arightro looſe, he harh a right to bind, Spiricws Sex- 
And a lictle after , the ſame Father faith, chat this right” ( or - mw ps 
power ) of looſing and binding, is permicted onely ro Priefts 
( that is, Biſhops and Presbyters ) and thence concludes thar 
Hereticks which had 'no .Priefts could not challepge this 
power. Then this Holy man ſhewerb che ſpring of the” ſame 
power , he that receivechthe Holy Ghoſt ( faith he ) recei- 
veth the power boch of loofipg and of bindipg 6 nfs 
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Jo. 20. ' Receru6 the Holy Ghoſt , whoſe fins ye remit, ef 6, Therefore he 
$i flue e< bt nBottooſe fin hath nor the Holy Gholt ( that is, as mi- / 
(Preghyrer ont KIDg BLM a0 able mioiſter of the New Teſtantent , and of the A 
Epiſcopus ) ſpirit for the remiſſion of fins, ) Thus fat Ambroſe. Whereby 
* Spirits San- we ſeethat the Holy Ghoſt gives unto Biſhops and Presbyrers | 
M --cagy" ny the power of binding by excommunication, and of looſing 
: ; YT by abſolution, and that the Holy Ghoſt doth accompuny. cheir « 
juenirifterium (ervIice to Cure then that will not refuſe to be healed, Away ' | 
ramen ejus non then with the excommunication thar hath not the Holy 
deſerit, quo per Spirit to warrant it, nor the operation of the Holy Ghoſt to 
1.9 come make it effeAnahro mans ſalvation, Away with the lay ex- 
pi * communication that. makes the Holy Ghoſt a ſetvanc to de- 
Aug. contre e- DOUnCe it, Away with Jerobozws Priefts made of the lowelt 
pit. Parmen, of the people x Which ace por of the ſons of Levs, which. 
l, 2.611. haye not received the Holy Ghoſt to make them able miniſters 
of che new Teftament , not of the letter bur of the Spiric, 
Ic 1s the duty of the lay Chriſtian magiſtrate ro overſee , | 
facilicate and corroborate the due execuuon of rhe ſpirirual 44 
cenſure: of excommunication performed by Biſhops princi- ' 
pally and Presbyters ſubordivately : bur if any ask, whether Y 
he may not excommunicarte either by himſelf or' by a ſubtii- | ; 
cute ? although the apſwer is already given in the premiſes, yer 4 
I ſay, he may doo, andit he bave the gift, may preach in 
publick, and mipiRer the holy Sacramevrs as lawfully as the 
250 perſons ſpoken of inthe fixteenth Chap, of Nambers, rook 
2 Chron.c.27. cenſers and offered incenſe, and as lawfully as King #zzjab did | 
| _ - thelike: Andastothecuring of the Leprof) of the foul, he 
£ King, c. 5, may expect the like ſucceſs as Naamas woulltureticd ie £0 
m__ the healing; of the Leproſy of; his body, if he had wiſhed 
hunſelt in any ather river then Jordan, wherein the Propher 
commanded him to waſh himſelf in order to his cleavfing.. : 
The Kings Proclamation prevaileth more with many to 
leave their {candalons vicesand to live ſoberly , ther the Ser- | 
mos of .the belt Biſhops and Presbyrets uſually do wich mcft 
mes :. Wl any therefore copdlnde that the Proclamation of 
the Kivg, is an effeRual means forche infuſion of Gods faying 
grace, as well as the. preaching of the Golpel by them thar % y 
are lawfully called co that ſacred work > the wn Ma- 
oiftrates 
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vidracee pawer is yerſed about che axrerpals/of ChelRlize vic- 


| Holy Ghoſt, which doth copftancly work wich the miniſtery 


'Presbyrers for being more zealous for ceremonies , then for 


*pication) the blame was to have been imputed unto others,and 
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rus, and reacheth anely accidentally and by Gods cs 
ſometime ro the ſouls of men, and the life of victuzs;:Where- 
as the miniſterial power of the. Goſpel, is primarily ordai- 
ned co be a means alwayes effeRual tor the infiilion of the ſoul 
and life. of all ſaving Chriſtian virtues» if the operation of the 


of rhe Golpel ( in all the offices thereof, ) be nor deliberare- 
ly refifted. Men are ſaved by means inflicuted and ſanRified 
by the wiſdome and power of God, and not by means which 
onely the wiſdome of mn judgeth ro be moſt probable co ef- 
fe& our eternal ſalvation, Welive by faich, and not by ſenſe. 

The Independent congregations blame the reyerend Bi- 
ſhops for ſome miſcarriages about the heavy cenſure of ex- 
communication , and exclaim both agaipſt chem, and again 


the due exechttion of our funRiop in the maine offices thereof, 
and for che power of godline(ſs, Asfor the abuſe of excommu- 


not co the Biſhops, And toſay the very trath, ip this marter 
of excommunication, the Canons of our Church are defe&ive 
and require amendment , which pechaps ſome inviecible hin- 
derances would nor-permie to be done incimes paſt, As for 
the miſplacing of che inteption of our zeal ; Firſt, as being 
myſelf a "7 LS alchough one of the meaneſt, I mult 
anſwer for my ſelf, thatalthough (ir may be) no man will. 
or can condemn me, yer truely I cannot juſtifie my ſelf be- 
fore the judgmear ſear of 'Almighty God, bur mult make my 
earneſt ſupplication for: mercy ro my judge, 1 fear leaſt avy 
ſoul miſcarry,or miſcarried chrongh my defaults that bis blood 
ſhould be required at my hands; And therefore 1 cremble 
when I conſider what acconnt. I am to give of.tay Sceward- 
ſhip. And now having knowledge and gxpzrience of che moſt 
heavy weight of chis {acred yocation, and, the great propen- 
firy of our nature,-firengthenzd by manifold temprations , 
unto uvfairhfulneſs therein, it 1 were now to enter into. It , 
the conſcience of my weakneſs and fear of miſcarriage would 
caplk me co decline ic.,. but being long fince enced > woe 


- unto a 
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entirely ingage our hearts co ſerve the Lord with all di Soon 
and faichfulneſs in che holy miniſtery , and to feed the flock 
of God, takipg the overlight thereof not by conltrainc bur 
williogly, not for filchy Lucre (a peſtilence in the Church ) | 
bur of a ready mind, neither being Lords over Gods Herirage þ 
( ſo unbecoming the meflengers of the Lamb of God, who 
waſhed bis Diſciples feer, ) Par! ag Sormoing ro the flock 
of ſobriety , bumility , meekneſs , Chriſtian bounty ro the 
' poor, &+, it becomes nor good mento cenſure us tor wing 
thoſe Rites and Ceremonies, which we are perſwaded not to, 
be prohibited by Gods Law, and both chey and we do ſurely 
know to be commanded to be uſed by mans Law duely made , 
which is Gods ordinapce,to which we muſt be ſubje& for co 
i ſcience ſake. We pity rhe tender conſcience which cannot 
' Without offence either obey or diſobey that ordinance. And 
where any of a godd life is ſees ro have that tenderneſs with- 
out the malignity of pride, and labour to propagate ir and di- 
vide the Church, the piery and diſcretion of the Biſhop will 
nſe him gencly , inftruR hi oprey for him, waite patiently 
for his amendment , and, uvleſſe the example of the parry 1s 
fſeento corrupt the ſound, will hardly be drawn to pat en? 
a threarning , becauſe puniſhment ro a man of char temper, 
ſeems rather to be an addition of miſery to him, then whole- 
ſome Phyfick meer to cure him. | 
If any will attempt co be Authors of Combinations,to ex- 
_ tort, by ſhew of mulcicudes and by rumults, the alreratiov or 
abrogation of any part of the eſtabliſhed laws Civil or 'Ec-- 
, Clefiaſical, 'they willthereby evidently manifeſt themſelves 
tobe bur meer s to 4 tender conſcience and power 
of godlineſs ; for they thar labouy co exrort a perky Oy 
Preyanie, 
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A Treatiſe of the Primitive Epiſcopacy, 0 mu» 
prevaile, muſt have the whole in their power, And can- they 
that atremp: ſo great robbery love God, and the power of 
Godlineſs ? By this curſed fruic we know theſe to be mot vile 
Hypocrites, Let no good people be deceived by their ſheeps 
cloathivg; look upon this birter fruit, and you ſee that they : 
are within bur greedy and ravening Wolves: God deliyer us _ 
from chem, and deliver them from the wickedneſs of their ;.r5,apud The. 
hearts and wayes: but leaving theſe I proceed, Ir is very od. balſam.c. 5. 
pertinent to the matter in hand to ſpeak of reordination , /'4e Baron an« 
bur becauſe this ſubje& is two large, I will onely ſay thus _ _ PoNs 
much , that Sr, Avg. and the Council of Carthage, and ge- __ yp —# 
verally all aoriquity are'againſt reordination, as well as a- temp.Bonifac, 
giifſt cebaptization, both truely ſo called, In cafes of doubt & celeſtin. c. 
whether one were croely bapriſed or truely ordained , it was 75: 
never accounted a rebaptizatioo to baptiſe the one, or reor» ©: _ 
dipation to ordain the other, The ordination of a Presbyter gy x epiftg. 
by Presbyters without Commiſſion-from a Biſkop', was al- 
wayes judged of dubious validity at the leaſt, Some (o or- 
dained in toreine Churches were not rejeaed by the Biſhops 
of the Church of - England; 1 believe, becauſe they thoughr 
that tojudge of the tact of another Church in matter of no 
greater moment would not tend to ſtrengthen unity berween 
the Churches , but rather to diminiſh add weakerrir ;- Or, ir 
may be, they did nor admit them, as certainly knowing them 
co be ſoordained, bur as charicably believing chey had been 
ordained by a Biſhop, for charity covereth rhe multitude ot 
fins : a doubtful ordination eſtabliſhed 1D all the parts of ic , 
by the publick conſent and authoricy of a Church 1s far more 
tolerable , then th@ike dpiÞcqp celebraced in all the parts 
of it, without and againſt the legal conſent and authoricy of 
the Church, For inthis laft caſe , many are doubttul ot the 
validity of Baptiſm, and the other divine ordinances admi- 
niltred by them that were ſo ordained, But the Higher power 
partly hath, and in convenient time will remove "all ſuck 
doubts to the full ſatisfaion of all good men, I have already 
exceeded my intended brevity. I will ſay no more; but defire 
the candid reader to believe that I have not maintained E- 
piſcopacy to be as inſtitution of Chriſt by the Apoſtles, avd 
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not an ioiturio® of Chrikinrhe Apoſtles ( as (ors hold,iv- 


danced by Many falc probabilities) ar, of 4 (picit. Of CODerh 


paſtoral and Epiſcopal dinarions Wie? hz received and uſed 
30 the Courc of England» and eſp2ciall vecauſz ic. doth 
| more incline and conduce £0 moderation. W harſogver 1 nave 
herein WIItcen » 1 humbly ſubmit come judgement and cor- 


Neg ; 01m Epiſcopi propter m0 ſumma; ſed propter #07 quibus ver- 
& Sacramemum Dominicum minftran ;.46 MT hoc wt 60» 
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Errata. 

P*8-4 line penulc, afrer [of the Apoſtles] add [before our Sav'ours 

cath] p.re. marg, r.Jubain. p.14. marg. 7.in Elai. p.15; 12: 7.dicir, 
l.22, r.dicir, ib,y.conſecratione. 1.36. r.poſtea, p.26./,10, dele [of] exped. 
p39. {.penulr, r.ſaith. {, 27.r,cnable [them] the, p 32. 1.13. r,whom, Ll. 31, 
r.Walafridus. p.39.1.31.1.Tungrenſ. ſo in marg. pro Vigrenf, r. Tungren|. 
p>41- {.27, r.within ren. in marg. r.natalem Domini Toleran. the quora- 
cion ubi mulrorum is miſplaced. p. 43. [.9,16. r.Paſchal VVox-candle. p.46. 
over againſt /.24. r.in marg. Greg. Nyſſen. contra Hunom. Orar.1 6. p. 47, ult, 
7.Carechumens, p.c1, in marg.dele { Paulinus in vira Ambroſ.] 1.16. marg. r. 
C.F+ p.53. in marg. dele [per] Socrat. p.54. in marg. p10 precip. r.princip, 
#56. 1. 8. y.Chorepiſcope, p.5g. for Miniſter,all, y. Miniſterial}. p.63, l. 20, 
7.70 diſeip. in marg. r. Dracomtium, Aug. in Pſal. 44. ul. dele (and. 
p. 63. L.6. r. Brethren [.] ---- of [the] |. 13. dele [whoſe Succeſsors] 1. 
*x4, r.ſucceede. p.69. marg, r, pznit : after 7. [profeRi] in pagum, 


It maybe, that, by reaſon of the Authonrs abſence and ſome obſcu- 

" rity in the Copy, a few other faults may bave eſcaped undijcer- 
ned, as miſplacing ſome Authoxrs cited in the Margent, or in the 
Fignres , 'or in Pomting , and the like , which being ſmall , the 
£oodneſs of the Reader will eaſily pardon, 


